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Torquay Museum Without Walls is 
a proud volunteer-run organization. 
In publishing History Matters 
our volunteers do everything 
from research, writing, editing, 
photography and page layouts. Each 
edition also includes contributions 
of stories and photography from 
supporters of our work.

We are very grateful for  the 
support of our  sponsors 
identified opposite and those  
who contribute in any way to the 
magazine.

Volunteers play an important role in 
the operation of our history group. 
They work in a variety of areas 
including research, filing, data 
entry, collections management, 
photography and working with 
community groups.

VOLUNTEER WITH US: 
We welcome new people and you 
don’t have to be an expert in history. 
A friendly attitude and willingness to 
join in is all you need.
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TORQUAY'S

HUNTER FAMILY
The Hunter's of Torquay are the 

decendents of James Hunter who 
arrived in the Colony of New South 

Wales in 1834.
It was a British penal colony 

established in 1788 at Sydney Cove, 
Port Jackson.

 This is part 3 of their family story.

c h e r y l  b a u l c h

James Hunter's transportation to Sydney Cove started a dynasty 
of farmers in our district. Growing up in the Winchelsea area, one 
of James' sons, George, and his wife Margaret, moved to Jan Juc 

(Bellbrae) in 1887, where their twelve children grew up on the farm. 
As each child grew up, some continued farming, while others found 
pathways outside of farming. Most of George's daughters married 
and moved away from Jan Juc to areas such as Freshwater Creek, 
Queenscliff, Geelong and Dandenong. Continuing the farming life, 
Rhoda Elizabeth married Mt Duneed station hand Charles Baensch 
and Rachelle Estelle married Freshwater Creek farmer Ted Robinson. 
Agriculture in Jan Juc, on the other hand, continued to be the centre of 
family life for the sons. 

George's youngest son, Arthur Erwin, never married and 
remained farming at Pine Grove, the name of the family's 
Bellbrae farm. The eldest son James married Sophia 
Liebhardt from another local farming family and lived in 
Gnarwarre before returning to Jan Juc (Bellbrae). George 
Jr. and his wife, Lily (nee Ashmore), moved to Belmont a 
few years after WW1.

Other sons, Thomas and Moses, moved to Torquay and 
became involved in the Torquay community. From football, 
Red Cross, Torquay Improvement Association, concerts, 
fundraising to school activities, there was always a Hunter 
involved.

Thomas, the third son of 
George and Margaret Hunter, 
married Edith Cecilia Grossman, 
daughter of Albert and Louisa 
Grossman, in 1903. After 
marrying, they lived in New 
Zealand for a time, where the 
first two of their ten children 
were born. They had returned 
by 1906 when Albert was born. 
The following year their two-

roomed house at Bellbrae was destroyed while Edith was 
out milking. She rushed to the house to rescue the young 
children before the building collapsed. The house and 
contents were not insured.

In 1907, Thomas was found drinking at the Torquay Wine 
Café on a Sunday and was charged, along with his brother-

in-law, Ben Leibhardt, and future brother-in-law, John 
Brown, who owned the wine café. John was charged with 
selling liquor on a Sunday and fined 43 shillings. Thomas 
and Ben were fined 20 shillings each, which they paid 
immediately.

Thomas was working as a blacksmith and living in Torquay 
when he purchased the house at 9 Zeally Bay Road, 
Torquay, from Charles Schmidt in 1913. William Picken 
Carr, who owned a lot of property in the area, provided 
the mortgage for Thomas to purchase the property. The 
war broke out the following year and Thomas, aged 33, 
enlisted on 1 July 1915 at Melbourne. He was assigned to 
the 4th Reinforcements of the 13th Light Horse Regiment 
as a Private. Thomas became seriously ill with meningitis 
while in Cairo and both his mother Margaret and wife 
Edith wrote to the war office seeking information on his 
wellbeing. He was invalided home the following year with 
spinal meningitis. Returning to Torquay, Thomas became 
a fisherman. He found that family life had changed, and 

Torquay Hunter Family    Source: Dot Simmons Corner Zeally Bay Road and Walker Street, c1936  source: State Library Victoria    
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relationships were challenging, with a new baby in the 
house, and still recovering from his illness. In addition, Alf 
Payne continued to pursue him for a debt, dating back to 
1911, for goods and chattels costing £12-14-0, which was 
ordered by the court to be repaid in instalments. 

In 1918 Thomas left his family, but he had returned by 
1920, according to the electoral rolls, as both Edith and 
Thomas are recorded as living at the same address and in 
1920 their youngest son was born. However, by 1924 they 
had separated. Edith remained in the house on Zeally Bay 
Road until it was rented out, while Thomas was possibly 
at Bellbrae, as evidenced by his AIF medals being posted 
there. Thomas was working as a caretaker at the Geelong 
Western Baths in 1937. Three years before he died in 1949 
Thomas sold the house to Margaret Hoult of Torquay, who 
had been renting the house since 1924 after Edith moved 
to Geelong. 

That was not the end of this branch of the family connection 
with Torquay. Thomas' son, Thomas Robert Hunter, who 
had moved to Warrack out Ararat way, married Doreen 
Ferguson in 1935. Thomas Robert had enlisted for service 
during WW2 but was discharged two weeks later because 
he was a farmer, a reserved occupation and exempted 
from enlistment. In 1938 their son Des was born. 

After finishing his schooling Des trained as a teacher. He 
met Helen McCartney at Teachers College; they married 
at the Torquay Presbyterian Church in 1962 and built a 
family home on Kurzmans Road on what was once Des' 
great-grandfather's property in Bellbrae. Des and Helen 
ran the Torquay Timber Yard, opposite where Woolworths 
is today, between Walker and Cliff streets. 

Torquay long-timers would 
remember the Hunter 
family through Hazel and 
Mary Hunter. Both ladies 
married into the Hunter 
family. The marriages were 
through George's second 
son, Moses's family line. 
Moses married Elsie 
Follett in 1902, daughter 
of James and Anna Rosina 

Follett, and continued to farm at Jan Juc until he moved to 
Germantown, then Grovedale, before moving back to Jan 
Juc in 1934. 

In 1930, Moses' sons, James Stanley (Stan) and Joseph 
Sydney, together purchased just over an acre of land 
between Boston and Bristol Roads. Joseph bought James 
out in 1942 and sold off the Bristol Road allotments nine 
years later, retaining the three allotments on Boston Road. 
Joseph and Hazel married in 1932, and they built and lived 
at 50 Boston Road. 

Hazel's daughter, Dot Simmons, remembers her as a 
talented singer from a young age. By nine Hazel (nee Smith) 
was already performing at school concerts. Academically 
she excelled in the scripture examination at Yarra Street 
Methodist Sunday School. At the age of eight Hazel was 
singing for community events at the Torquay public hall 
and, in the war years, she supported the Geelong Red 
Cross Society. During her teenage years Hazel was trained 
at the Mechanics' Institute by Mrs Black, a former pupil of 
Dame Nellie Melba, and performed well at the Geelong 
and district vocal competitions. In March 1930 she won 
a gold medal for her singing, which takes pride of place 
at Dot's home. Hazel entertained Geelong audiences 
for different organisations. In a review in the Geelong 
Advertiser of a recital by Mrs Black's pupils, the reviewer 
noted "Miss Hazel Smith proved herself to be the possessor 
of a soprano voice of much power. She sang with good effect 
Tosti's 'Serenata'". Hazel played the piano for silent movies 
at the Torquay Public Hall and was a member of the 
Torquay Band of Hope, which would meet and perform 
there. Hazel was also their organist and played at the 
Presbyterian Church services. She also trained with Miss 
Hynes in Melbourne. During this time she was offered the 
opportunity to perform in Germany.

While not a surfer, Hazel did achieve her Surfing Bronze 
Medallion. Music remained a significant part of her life, 
and she taught many residents of Torquay the piano. Dot 
remembers her mother's love of fishing from the rocks 
and her sewing skills. During WW2 she made socks and 

scarves for the soldiers. When the Light Horse Brigade 
trained in Torquay Dot remembers how they helped save 
the town. Her father, Joseph Stanley, was fighting the 
fire front and Hazel was badly burnt trying to save the 
house in Boston Road. In 1946 the Torquay Improvement 
Association engaged Hazel and Harrington's Orchestra to 
entertain 275 people at their Annual Ball.

Moses purchased a house on the corner of Walker Street 
and Zeally Bay Road from Torquay artist Arnold Jarvis in 
1939. At some stage the house was given the name Green 
Gables. It was one of two houses built for William Walker 
before he sold six adjoining blocks of land to Edwin Frost 
in 1902. Frost saw value in subdividing the land into three 
large allotments and in doing so creating a new road 
which he called Walker Street. When the allotments were 
sold in 1911 Florence Rosser purchased the house along 
Bristol Road, Clarissa Patterson the block in the middle 
and Walter Carr the other house (Green Gables) on the 
corner of Zeally Bay Road and the newly formed Walker 
Street. After Florence Rosser's death in 1928 and probate 
was sorted, the family subdivided her land across Bristol 
Road, with Stan and Mary Hunter buying what became 
8 Bristol Road. Mary continued to live there with her son 
Les after Stan died in 1969. Mary was involved in many 
community activities, especially at the primary school. 
Spencer Leighton captured her memories, which are 
published in this edition of the magazine.

Moses died in 1949 and, as part of the distribution of his 
estate, his Will bequeathed the house to his sons Allan 
Cecil (Newbridge hotel keeper) and Moses jnr (crane 
driver). The rest of his estate was distributed amongst his 
other six children and his wife. Allan, who had been living 
there with his father, continued to live there for a while 
before he and Moses sold Green Gables in 1973 to locals 
Lindsay and Nellie Pitt. The house burnt down before the 
Woolworths supermarket was built on the site.

Moses Hunter Snr

Stan Hunter

Green Gables

8 Bristol Road, owned by Stan and Mary Hunter
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We moved into this house sixty years ago. We paid £200 
for it. I worked a lot. I did the afternoon teas at the Golf 
House. My husband worked in forestry and shearing 
around the district – blade shearing. He went to Stretton 
Park and learned to shear with the machines. He would 
be away a long time shearing in NSW. I was on my own a 
lot during the war and the shearing season. We had an 
A-model Ford, and he used to drive it. My brother went 
too. I wouldn’t see them for about two months. They had 
petrol rationing and coupons.

We didn’t have a bathing box. There were two public 
bathing boxes, one small one in front of Two Bays. We 
used to go in there. If we had cuts when we were young, 
we would wash them in salt water.

Businesses in Torquay. Drayton’s shop and Payne’s had a 
bakery in Gilbert St. and used to bake the bread out the 
back. Dad used to bring out our supplies from Geelong 
because they were too dear here. We had our vegetables 
and our own cows. Dad had the lead-lined bread box. We 
didn’t think of fresh bread much. We were a lucky family 
because we had the cows. Kids would come in after school 
and have some bread, butter and jam. My mum, before we 
had a separator, used to put milk in big dishes and let it sit 
overnight. The cream would rise to the top, and we would 
have a skimmer. We had a basin of scalded cream, which 
we would add to our porridge. Kids would come in and 
we would have our homemade jam and sauce; everything 
was homemade, including our vegetables, potatoes, and 
onions.

Dad would cut the wood or hire someone to do it for him. 
He would go out in the horse and wagon and cut four-foot 
lengths.

Marjorie got married in Geelong. My eldest great-
granddaughter is 18 years old. Marg had two sons and 
two daughters, all born within four years, God bless her.

I worked over in the old golf clubhouse near the road. 
The clubhouse is Hetherington’s house now. I used to 
make the afternoon teas and scrub all the boards and I 
was paid five shillings. Mainly Geelong people played golf. 
My husband didn’t go to war because he was a shearer. 
We used to swap things when there was a need for it. We 
managed.

Bessie Berryman joined up and I don’t know whether 
she went overseas. We would knit socks, balaclavas and 
scarves for the war effort. We would go down to the old 
hall and they would give us the wool in skeins. We had to 
wind it into balls, then we used to knit – they used to say, 
“Don’t talk, just knit.”

When we arrived at this house there was no electricity 
and no water; it was just like an old shed. There was a 
high wooden bench with a porcelain sink and a big tank 
outside. The water would come from there. I would carry 
the water out the back to the backyard copper and do the 
washing.

In 1940, the army camp was on Grasstree Hill. We let the 
house for $5 a week and we stayed with my mother. My 
husband was shearing at Stretton Park. It was terribly hot 
weather – two or three hot days and nights. I walked out 
the front of our house and saw smoke rising over a muddy 
gorge where Spittle’s used to be (West across the main 
road). The fire swept down into Torquay, around the area 
of the Catholic Church, and then into the town. Stan came 
home. He had worked in forestry as many of the men 
had. They were accustomed to burning off, and they were 
going to burn back, but the police arrived and said that 
anyone who lit a fire would be charged.

The Officer in Charge of the pine forest in Anglesea 
arrived, but by this time the fire had spread to the town. It 
crossed first near the Catholic Church.

All the women and children went to the beach, but I stayed 
up here and helped with a wet bag. Many buildings were 
destroyed, but it didn’t affect this part of town. It went 
down Boston Road. It was frightening, so I went down to 
the beach and there was a tub of water there. The dogs 
were drinking out of it, and we were drinking out of it too.

Les (Mary’s son) was a good tennis player. He was dux up 
here for two years, and he went to Geelong High School, 
where he had to sit for an entrance exam. He was going to 
be a teacher. There are many teachers in the Rice Family. 
Les got interested in Chemistry and that’s how he came to 
work in that field.

Mary died in in 2002 at the age of 91.

MARY HUNTER
REMEMBERS
TORQUAY

I was born in Torquay and will be 89 in August. My parents 
were William and Janet Rice, and we lived on Geelong 
Road, Torquay, on a farm where the community Health 
Centre is today. I was the second youngest in my family, 

with five brothers and sisters.
We would see the fishermen come in, and they’d give us 
barracouta. There were no motorboats. They would leave 
the boats at the moorings and pull them up on the beach 
in bad weather with a winch.

The winch is still down near the Yellow Bluff. One of the 
fishermen would attach a chain to the boat, and the other 
would wind it in with the winch. It was hard work. We used 
to swim at Fishermen’s Beach.

My father got the school here. I don’t know how many 
residents there were at the time. The Education 
Department arrived by train and Cobb and Co’s coach at 
our farm. After a cup of tea dad took them to Torquay in 
a horse and wagonette, a vehicle with two sets of wheels. 
He went up Bristol Road, there were no made roads then, 
he said, “You are going to put a school there”.

The three eldest children had to walk down to the local 
hall, where the school used to be. The school was built in 
1910, the year I was born. My father was the Chairman of 
the School Committee for a long time. I can’t remember 
how many children were there when I started, but there 
were eight grades in one room.

Miss Buckland would come down in the afternoon and 
teach preps and that. She was the Sewing Teacher. I went 
to Grade 8. The eldest in our family, Andrew, received the 
dux prize year after year. They were terrific prizes, books.

There were no buses into Geelong, and he (Andrew) 
joined the railways at 15 or 16. Two older ones went on the 
railways, another was a shearer and Perce used to stay 
around Torquay and deliver bread etc.

I have a photo of the first bus that came to Torquay when 
Cobb and Co dropped off. It used to go on to Anglesea 
and deliver the mail. Nobody went to Geelong for school 
because there was no way of getting there. They just 
left school and went to work on farms. I stayed at home, 
worked on the farm, and went out on the milk round. My 
father had about twelve cows, and we used to milk them. 
We went around with a horse and cart, carrying a large 
milk can on the back, and filled up people’s billy cans.

I used to work at the Post Office during the summer 
months. I married Stan Hunter. There was no Church in 
Torquay, so my father and Bob Pettit’s father brought 
the little church from Steiglitz. They brought it down on 
a wooden wheeled jinker, which I think was pulled by four 
horses. A lot of the houses in Torquay were brought here. 
My father used to cart wood to Geelong College, and 
then he would bring back timber with him in a four-horse 
wagon.

We used to have dances at the old hall. In those days the 
whole family would go to the dances, so we learned quite 
young. We ended up being good old-time dancers.

I was married in the Presbyterian Church in 1930. 
Everybody was poor in the Depression. We lived on duck, 
fish and rabbit. My brother would come out from Geelong 
and bring some sausages. They were a real treat, you 
know, because meat was expensive. He would go down 
and shoot some rabbits, and we would have vegetables; 
we would swap. A lot of that was done.

My daughter was born in 1931. Her name was Marjorie. 
She went to Torquay School. She became a hairdresser 
and trained in Geelong. I had a ten-year break and then 
had Les. He was born in January and Marjorie in May. Marj 
went to Matthew Flinders and Les went to Geelong High 
School.

AS TOLD TO SPENCER LEIGHTON 
(1999)

Mary Hunter cutting school centenary cake. Image Bob Smith
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TORQUAY SPEEDWAY
JCHERYL BAULCHI

During the 1920s, solo bike racing was emerging 
all around Australia and, by the 1930s, dirt track 
racing was fast becoming a spectator sport. 
People would flock around the countryside to 
witness the dirt gladiators do battle shoulder 
to shoulder, wheel to wheel. These races served 
as a pathway to other forms of racing. Speed 
car racing began to emerge as the four-wheel 
version, reaching fever pitch in the mid-1930s. 
It was not unusual to go to an AFL match and 
stay on for the speedway races. The drivers 
wore short sleeved shirts, canvas-type safety 
helmets and no fireproof underwear. Many did 
survive horrific crashes, but some did not. As 
the 1940s approached cars were getting faster, 
and drivers were beginning to wear long-sleeved 
leather jackets, but the crash helmets remained 
the same style.

According to Graeme Pritchard, who was involved 
in establishing both the Torquay and Calcium 
Park Speedways following World War II, a dirt 
track in Queenscliff/Point Lonsdale emerged as 
a place for bike racing, later becoming known as 
Calcium Park.

The introduction of stock car racing revitalised 

AUSTRALIAN 
SPEEDWAYS
The sport of dirt track and asphalt automobile and motorcycle 
racing in Australia on small, enclosed, circular tracks can be 
traced, in embryonic form at least, to the 1900's however it 
was during the 1920's that it really became popular with world 
famous tracks opening such as the Sydney Showground and 
West Maitland in NSW, Wayville Showground in SA, Claremont 
Showground in WA, Kardinia Park, Melbourne Exhibition in 
Vic and the Brisbane Exhibition in Qld.

The first official Speedcar or 'Midget car' event held in Australia 
was staged at Melbourne's Olympic Park on December 15, 
1934 under rules and regulations of the Midget Car Drivers 
Association whose name was later changed to the Victorian 
Speedcar Drivers' Association.

the sport, drawing large crowds in the 1950s and 60s. It 
was considered the Golden Era for Midget cars (Speed 
cars) and the evolution of classes – lightweight stock rods, 
hot rods and modifieds began, eventually evolving into 
Sprintcars. 

While the bigger venues of Olympic Park, Tracey's 
Speedway (Maribyrnong) and Brooklyn Speedway helped 
promote the sport, it was local venues, such as Calcium 
Park and the Torquay Speedway, that were part of the 
grassroots movement of the sport. The small regional 
race tracks continued to grow larger with an increasingly 
supportive fan base worldwide. Sir Jack Brabham began 
his motor racing career in a midget speed car. It was 
numbered USA 28 and was a V Twin cylindered powered 
vehicle. He mainly raced at the Sydney Showground.

The TQ Speedcar Club of Geelong rebuilt and hosted the 
Calcium Park track which was first used for speed cars in 
1961 and hosted only two events. A decade later it was 
reopened by the Belmont Speedway Club and regular 
racing began for the first time. These events consisted of 
TQ speedcars, hot rods, saloons and there was even the 
occasional Sprint car event. On special occasions the track 
would have women only racing and the men would run 
the facilities outside of the track. The track was circular 
in shape, and fencing was built out of old railway sleepers 

and wire fencing ran on top. Despite the track running 
quite successfully at the time, the owner reclaimed the 
land from the organisers, and the track was subsequently 
closed.

So after the first run in 1961 the competitors were keen 
to find another venue. Many great ideas emerged from 
informal meetings or gatherings, as was the case for the 
Torquay Speedway. According to Elaine Welsh, Winter & 
Taylor was the common ground when Ray Welsh, a keen 
racer, and Arnold Watson, a member of the Torquay 
Football Club committee, got their heads together to solve 
each club's problems. Renting the vacant space on Spring 
Creek Reserve provided a venue for the cars to race, and 
at the same time, generated income for the football club.

The Geelong Hot Rod Club, formerly the TQ Speedcar 
Club of Geelong, was operated by the Drew Brothers who 
sought permission to run the race meetings at Torquay. 
They pointed out that, in addition to the mandatory 
lavatory requirements on each side of the track, there 
would be a two-foot mound of dirt, and  the distance from 
the track to be 300 feet. The public standing area was to 
be surrounded by a 3-foot-high fence, with bales of hay 
between the track and the public. The original proposed 
start date was Easter Sunday, 1962, but it was pushed 
forward to 11 March. 

Image: Graeme Pritchard

1973 Football Grand Final at the Spring Creek oval with the speeday in the back ground

Story with foundation members of the Torquay Speedway  
-- Elaine Welsh and Graeme Pritchard.
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The Torquay Speedway was designed as a quarter 
mile track on a dirt oval to run stock cars and hot rods. 
Together the Geelong Hot Rod Club and the Torquay 
Football Club built the rough track. It was a friend of the 
Hot Rod Club who offered to grade the swampy track, 
but, unfortunately, the graders became bogged down 
near the end of their task, so the cars ended up racing 
around them. The slopes around the track provided a safe 
amphitheatre for viewers.

Over time improvements to the track made it a very 
popular place to race. Keen speedcar enthusiasts from 
Ballarat, Melbourne, and Frankston travelled to Torquay 
for the fortnightly races. The Frankston group belonged to 
the Peninsula Speedway Drivers Club and called Torquay 
Speedway their home track. Wayne Glassborow, one of 
Frankston's competitive drivers, remembers the Drew 
brothers and the Geelong Speedway Club welcoming all 
Peninsula Speedway Drivers Club members and racers 
with open arms.

The Calcium Park Speedway at Point Lonsdale closed in 
the mid 1970s as the owner, a local sand supply business, 
wanted the land back. The growth of housing in the Torquay 

Church Estate, surrounding the Spring Creek Reserve, led 
to increased complaints from the community. A proposal 
was taking shape for the Avalon Speedway which opened 
in 1976. The final meeting at Torquay in 1974 featured a 
50-lap saloon car derby for the men. It was hosted by the 
Geelong Hot Rod Club, who found it disappointing that 
there was a lack of interest in the $100 prize money.

Alan Symons lived up to the expectation of winning the 
event as he outclassed the other entries. Three women, 
Marj Alabacus, Kay Delmo, and Grace Couch, staged a 
three-way contest during an eight-lap race on the final 
day. 

According to the Torquay Improvement Association 
Minutes from May 1971, the Torquay Swimming Pool 
Committee suggested building a pool on that portion of 
the Hot Rod Track, setting aside the remainder for future 
tennis courts. The pool is currently being built up the 
highway and today the speedway site accomdates six 
tennis courts, home of the Surfcoast Tennis Club and the 
Danawa At Spring Creek Community Garden.   

Image: Graeme Pritchard

Image: Graeme Pritchard

First race day, cars racing around bogged graders                    Image: Graeme Pritchard

Image: Wayne Glassborow

Image: Wayne Glassborow Image: Wayne Glassborow

Image: Wayne GlassborowImage: Wayne Glassborow

The making of the Speedway track          Image: Nikki Dandy  
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EVOLUTION OF 
NAMES Cheryl Baulch

For centuries Europeans believed there was a vast land in 
the southern hemisphere, so they sent out navigators to 
investigate.

After Dutch navigators charted the northern, western and 
southern coasts of Australia during the 17th Century, this 
newly found continent became known as ‘New Holland’. 
After circumnavigating the continent in 1803, Matthew 
Flinders used the name ‘Australia’ to describe the continent 
on a hand drawn map in 1804. When the map and book 
describing his journey were finally published in 1814 the 
name 'Terra Australis' was used instead, although Flinders 
stated that his preference was still 'Australia'.

The New South Wales Governor Lachlan Macquarie 
endorsed the name Australia to replace New Holland in 
a dispatch to the Colonial Office in London in December 
1817, and the name came into common local usage.

Over the years other places and locations have had their 
names changed or the name has disappeared altogether. 
Locally we have had Bream Creek change to Thomson’s 
Creek, and the town is now Breamlea. Moriac and Mount 
Duneed had a period of interchangeable naming, and 
Spring Creek/Puebla changed its name to Torquay, Jan Juc 

became Bellbrae ,and more recently Bells Beach has been 
named Djarrak.

Mount Duneed was once referred to by different names, 
including Mt Direction, and the area was known as Duneed, 
but Mount Moriac a separate locality that evolved from 
the Moriac Post Office, was initially called Duneed. The 
Mount Duneed Cemetery and Mount Moriac Cemetery 
caused confusion due to similar names, leading to their 
names being changed.

By proclamation dated 28 April 1885, ‘Allotment 65’ was 
declared a township in the Parish of Puebla. There was 
no actual town name in the proclamation but it was 
described in official plans in the Lands Department as 
Puebla. Locally it was referred to as Spring Creek.

Frustrated by misdirected and lost mail because ‘Spring 
Creek’ was the name of other locations James Follett, 
who handled the mail at his Palace Hotel, approached 
the Spring Creek Improvement Association suggesting 
that the name be changed. The official minutes of the 
Association do not give credit to anyone for the suggested 
name Torquay. Only two of the original committee men 
came from England, and none came from Torquay in 
Devon County on the southwestern coast of England. 
James himself came from Somerset County, England.

A campaign by the Spring Creek Improvement Association 
led to the approval of the new name of Torquay on 
29 September 1892. But sixty years later the Lands 
Department became aware that the Torquay Township 
was never actually proclaimed, and set about correcting 
the error. Torquay was officially proclaimed on 5 February 
1952. 

The beginning of WW1 reflects a period of strong anti-
German sentiment and a desire to assert national identity. 
Residents in the Geelong district felt this resentment 

toward the name Germantown and sought a name change. 
Initially Geelong Harbor Trust workers met concerned 
about working for German bosses and it was suggested 
that Germantown change its name. At the Harbour 
Trust meeting and in subsequent letters to the editor 
people encouraged a name change, some suggesting 
Belgiantown. As other residents vented their view, South 
Barwon Council followed up on the suggestions. Cr Winter 
presented a petition signed by 51 ratepayers asking that 
they adopt the name of Dennys in honour of C J Dennys, 
one of the first settlers in Germantown. There was no 
seconder of the motion, but another councillor said two 
other names were suggested – Cornwell and Marlborough. 
Even though it was estimated that 90 per cent of residents 
were at the meeting, neither of the names resonated 
with the community. The Shire President stated that he 
personally favoured the name of Grovedale, which had 
been the name of ex-Cr Mathews’ farm. However, the 
motion for Cornwall was unanimously carried. The Postal 
Department rejected the name of Cornwall and, after 
further consideration, the shire council submitted the 
name Grovedale. After South Barwon Shire Council and 
the Lands Department accepted the name Grovedale the 
railway department had to give its sanction. In November 
1915 the Department of Lands and Survey stated that it 
had no objection to the proposed name change of the 
Germantown post office to Grovedale.

By 1922 the Jan Juc community also had decided to 
change the name of the town. The reason for the change is 
unclear. It may have been because drunken brawls at local 
wine cellars had given the area a bad name and lowered 
land values. Henry Rose, who was trying to sell property, is 
said to have been the instigator of the petition to change 

the name.  While there is no evidence to the instigator 
of the petition, Henry certainly was the one who signed 
the Statutory Declaration for the accuracy of the petition 
and authenticated the signatories. Of the 29 petitioners, 
all were ratepayers except for E. Bone and H. Bubb and all 
resided in the area except for J. F. Seiffert and C. Bubb who 
owned property in the area.

A competition was held for the locals to consider possible 
names and ‘Bellbrae’ was declared the winner by a large 
majority. It was Emma Bone’s (nee Rau) suggestion of 
Bellbrae incorporating the name of the second pioneering 
Bell family with the nature of the hills and creek that won at 
the ballot box. The ratepayer’s petition was then presented 
to the next Barrabool Shire Council meeting before being 
sent to the Lands Department. The proclamation of the 
name change was published in the Victorian Gazette 27 
September 1922.

The area now known as Breamlea was formerly known as 
Bream Creek, a name it held for decades before its official 
proclamation in 1941. The name change was initiated to 
avoid confusion with another Bream Creek in Australia, 
and it coincided with the surveying and formal sale of the 
land to create the current township. The South Barwon 
Council suggested the name Wavell in honour of the 
leader of the Allied forces in the Middle East, their second 
choice was Breamlea.

This year Bells Beach has been renamed Djarrak (Bells 
Beach) by Heritage Victoria. In 2003, the place was 
registered as the Bells Beach Surfing Recreation Reserve. 
The name change is to reflect its Aboriginal traditional 
name and cultural heritage, though it remains widely 
known and referred to as Bells Beach in popular use, 
including in the context of its history with early settlers 
like the William Bell family. The name Djarrak, meaning 
"bended arm," describing the shape of the cliffs, was 
chosen to acknowledge the Wadawurrung People, the 
Traditional Owners of the land, and their connection to 
the iconic coastline.

1814 Mathew Flinders map Australia

1922 Jan Juc petition signatures

1847 Coast Survey No 30A, Rivers & Creeks

Bells Beach
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MARKING OUT
PARISH OF JAN JUC

Francis Edward (Frank) Gilbert (1870-1955) arrived in Melbourne 
with his brother George in 1849. After spending time in NSW as a 
tutor he returned to Melbourne and began work with the Survey 
Department. Frank drew the earliest plan of the Torquay area in 
1857. He also drew the orginal Jan Juc map.

While much of the coastline had been charted by 
the early 1800s, the interior of Australia remained 
largely unexplored. Explorers played a crucial 
role in opening up the land and influencing the 

subsequent settlement of the Port Phillip region. 

Surveyors defined colonial boundaries and identified new 
lands for settlement, often facing harsh conditions and 
challenges in their work.

In the 1840s, surveyors used a combination of field 
observations, calculations, and hand drawings to create 
maps from their sketchbooks. They would meticulously 
record bearings, distances, and topographical details in field 
notebooks, then use these notes to plot and draw maps. 

Cartography, as map-making became known, incorporated a 

FROM SKETCH TO MAP

range of skills. It combined mathematics, geography, and an understanding of geological features, as well as aesthetics. 
Creating maps involved complex techniques to accurately represent the three-dimensional physical world on a two-
dimensional surface. 

While accuracy was paramount, cartographers also needed artistic skills to represent features such as rivers, mountains, 
and vegetation in a visually comprehensible way.

Once the map was drawn, it might be copied by hand or reproduced using lithographic printing, especially for official 
maps produced by the Surveyor-General's Office.

One man who worked and developed our early local maps was Francis (Frank) Gilbert. Not only did he map out our 
town, but he also purchased land along The Esplanade, and Gilbert Street is named after him. He lived not far away 
on Torquay Road, so his journeys to map the area were not as demanding as with his other travels. When he surveyed 
Jan Juc, his Surveyor's Field Notebook consisted of 40 pages, which were used to produce the map of the Jan Juc area.

1835 Wedge map

Frank Gilbert Notebook and corresponding map.

Cheryl Baulch
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TORQUAY 
WINE CAFE

CHERYL BAULCH

Guest houses started to pop up in Torquay during the late 
19th Century, as visitors began to frequent Spring Creek 
more often.  James Follett opened the first hotel in town 
known as the Spring Creek Coffee Palace Hotel. Not just a 
place to stay but also a social hub. The hotel provided 
rooms for travellers (and sometimes locals) and was a 
place to eat, drink, and socialise. Once a liquor licence 
was secured, it became more commonly known as the 
Pioneer Palace Hotel. A decade later, in 1899, experienced 
hotelier, John Brown, established the Torquay Wine Cafe.

John Brown (1829-1904) was born in Woolwich, Kent, 
England, the third of four children. Before becoming 

involved in the hotel industry, he had worked in various 
fields, including carman (he transported/delivered goods 
using a horse-drawn vehicle), dairyman, and gardener. It 
appears that he adapted easily to new opportunities.

Details of John's first family are speculative. Limited 
documents can confirm that in 1849 he had a daughter, 
Emily Brown, with Harriet. Census documents suggest 
that Harriet may have been Harriet Loft, and she may 
have had further children, possibly with John. 

When he posted his wedding banns in 1871 with Emma 
Loft, possibly sister to Harriet, a spinster of 35, he stated 
that he was a widower aged 37, underestimating his age by 
five years. Emma and John were married at Saint Dunstan 
and All Saints, Stepney Parish Church. John was identified 
as a carman on the marriage certificate dated 25 October 
1871.

John and his new wife Emma (nee Loft) boarded the ship 
Great Britain six weeks after their marriage, arriving in 
Melbourne on 21 February 1872. They set up home in 
Johnson Street, Collingwood, where their first daughter, 
Emily, was born later that year. At the time John was 
working as a cab driver. The family later moved to Port 
Pirie where their son Charles was born in 1876. Their stay 
was short; not long after Charles' birth they returned 
to Melbourne where John became landlord of the Rose 
of Melbourne hotel on the corner of Young and Hanover 
Streets, Fitzroy. This was during a period of rapid growth 
for Fitzroy, surrounded by many factories and industrial 

sites in the adjoining suburbs. Sadly, the following year, 
Charles died in November, followed by the death of his 
mother, Emma, a few weeks later in December. Both are 
buried in the same plot in the Church of England section 
in the Melbourne General Cemetery.

In 1878 John took up a position with the Belvidere Hotel 
located on the corner of Brunswick and Victoria Parade, 
Fitzroy. The hotel had recently been taken over by Martin 
Pasquan, late of the Footscray Hotel in Hopkins Street, who 
re-badged the premises as the Hotel de Roma. Pasquan, 
however, remained for only a short time; by September 
1878 he had moved to the Albion Hotel in Therry Street. 
In October the lease to the Victoria Parade property was 
granted to John Brown and the hotel reverted to its original 
name. The hotel was put up for sale and the advertisement 
included the following detail in the description:

Belvidere Hotel, substantially built of bluestone stuccoed 

with slate roof, contains a spacious bar and bar parlour, 

large dining room, about 20 x 16, with private entrance from 

Brunswick Street; two parlours, kitchen, servants' rooms, 

cool cellar, &c; suitable outbuildings approached by arched 

entrance, to the right of which is a side-bar and parlour. 

Upstairs, on two floors, are a large billiard room, 42 x 24; two 

parlours, and 25 bedrooms, spacious and well-ventilated.

The hotel was purchased by John Mulcahy, who retained 
John Brown as resident publican. Brown held that position 
for a few more years, until ownership of the property 
changed in 1884, and was re-named the Commercial Hotel. 

While working at the Belvidere, John began a relationship 
with 20-year-old Fanny Mitchell, a housekeeper, possibly 
at the Belvidere Hotel, who was also born in Woolwich, 
Kent, England. The relationship resulted in the birth of 
Adelaide (Ada) Violet Brown (1879-1969) and John ( Jack) 
Brown Jr. (1880–1943) before John and Fanny married in 

SS Great Britain 1853

Former Rose of Melbourne Fitzroy

Belvidere Hotel, Brunswick

Wine Licence owned by Baensch family.
Source:  Cecil, K.L. (1990)  Along the Great Ocean Road: The Local Pubs   Anglesea Historical Society
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June 1882. The births of Charles (Charlie) Joseph, William 
(Willie) Henry, William (Bertie), Albert, Rosa (Rose), Joseph 
and Doris followed the marriage.

In 1886, John purchased the Eagle Hotel, located on Corio 
Street, Geelong, for £475 from Mary Annie Heard. The 
hotel's Victualler's licence was then transferred from 
William Heard to John who held the licence for four years. 
The hotel consisted of seven rooms and outbuildings. 
Architect Joseph Watts invited tenders to make alterations 
and additions to the hotel in 1887.

In January 1889 John advertised the freehold of the Eagle 
Hotel because he was going to retire. It appeared to be 
a private sale as no real estate agents were mentioned. 
It took until November for the sale to be successful, as 
the Geelong Advertiser reported that "hotel properties were 
improving after the closure of seventeen public houses in 
Geelong. The Eagle went for an excellent price, lately owned 
and occupied by John Brown, the purchaser was Mrs Morgan, 
late of the Star Hotel in Myers Street. The price was £1580."

In April, while he was waiting for a successful sale of the 
Eagle Hotel, John purchased 3 acres on the eastern side of 
Torquay Road between Cowrie Road and Central Avenue. 
These allotments included the house and stables, 
previously owned by James Follett, called Ocean View 
House, and built to accommodate travellers and visitors to 
Spring Creek (Torquay). James Follett sold the house after 
building the Pioneer Coffee Palace on Bell Street. Under 
the management of the Follett family, the Ocean View 
House on Torquay Road had been a booming enterprise, 
with hopeful visitors often disappointed by the lack of 
vacancies. In the 1887 sale advertisement of the Ocean 
View Boarding House, it was described as having eleven 

rooms, a stable and outhouses located on four paddocks 
with a strawberry garden. It doesn't appear that John 
purchased the boarding house for business purposes, as 
there had not been any advertising of a boarding house 
after the Follett sale.

John and his family had moved to Torquay by 1890, and 
at least one of his sons, Albert, attended Mount Duneed 
State School. That same year, he purchased another four 
allotments, totalling one acre, on the corner of Fischer 
Street and Zeally Bay Road, which he sold in 1902. 

In 1896 his eldest daughter Ada, was accidentally shot in 
front of the Mount Duneed store as John stepped inside 
to make a purchase on his way home from Geelong. Percy 
White, who had also stopped at the shop, was moving 
his horse while holding his gun in his hand when the 
weapon accidentally discharged. He had forgotten that it 
was loaded. The shot passed through her hat with about 
a dozen pellets lodging in her scalp. Luckily, the wounds 
were not life-threatening.

While in retirement, John took the unusual step of 
managing the Phoenix Hotel on Moorabool Street, Geelong, 
for a year. Mary Hainsworth transferred the Victualler's 
Licence to John which he then transferred to J Adamson 
the following year.

In 1898, back in retirement, living at Church Street, 
Geelong, John purchased further land in the Puebla 
Estate. The fourteen allotments extended his ownership 
between Cowrie Road and Central Avenue on the other 
side of Short Street.

Melbourne Exhibitions promoted many industries, one of 
these being the wine industry. It was a new concept during 
the early 1880s with the concept growing with wine bars 

popping up in Melbourne during the 1880s and spreading 
out to country areas later. They sold mainly Victorian 
wines at moderate prices and were designed to persuade 
wine drinkers that their local drop could compete with 
fashionable imports.

An advertisement in the Geelong Advertiser in December 
1899 announced that John was following this trend, stating 
that he had received a Wine License for the Torquay Wine 
Café, which was to be opened on New Year's Day. After 
living in the town for ten years, John Brown had converted 
his house into the wine café. With many years in the hotel 
industry in Melbourne and Geelong, John was confident 
he could successfully follow this trend when he opened 
the first Torquay wine bar, which focused solely on the 
sale and consumption of wine in a social setting.

Getting to town was often a challenge for travellers 
along Torquay Road, especially in the area we now 
know as Grass Tree Park. John paid George Ashmore to 
divert traffic through his paddock. After being granted 
permission to divert the road, John and one of his sons 
cleared the track to make it easier for travellers to get over 
the sand at Grasstree Hill and of course hopefully call into 
his business at the entrance to town. 

Before he died John purchased and sold allotments in 
Whites Paddock and Spring Creek Estate. At the time of 
his death in 1904, John had a considerable Estate owning 
property, houses and land, not only in Torquay but also 
in Geelong, Elwood, and Nar Nar Goon. He was married 
twice, possibly three times, and had five living sons and 
four living daughters. There may have been more children 
that he left behind in England.

His Will, written in 1883, provided funds to both his elder 
daughters. To Emily Loader (1849-1912), nee Brown, 
daughter of Harriet and John he left £100 and, to his 
daughter Emily, whom he shared with his wife Emma Loft, 
he left £300 specifically for her education. At the time of 
writing, Emily was only eleven. The rest of the funds were 
to be managed by his wife Fanny for her and their children. 
Three months after her husband John died, Fanny died 
intestate. She was living at her mother's residence in 
Maitland Street, Geelong West. 

Their son John jnr, known as Jack, a Jan Juc farmer, became 
the Administrator of his mother's small estate. After his 
father's probate was granted, he purchased from the 
estate the eight-roomed house and wine shop on the 11 
acres allotment for £400. In 1910 he married Olive Hunter, 
daughter of George and Margaret Hunter from Bellbrae. 
He continued to operate the Wine Store, but encountered 
obstacles related to selling liquor on Sundays. Locals 

Ben Leibhardt and Thomas Hunter were also charged 
with drinking at the café. All were fined. There were also 
complaints about the behaviour of patrons from his 
neighbour, local dairyman Ted Charles. In 1914 the wine 
license was transferred to Norah O'Connor. The South 
Barwon Council rates identify her as the owner.

John Brown's legacy of the Wine Bar Café was almost lost to 
Torquay. After his son, Jack, prior to moving to Dandenong, 
sold the business to Nora O'Connor, she held it for just 
over twelve months before selling it in 1916 to Edward 
Robinson whose daughter, Elsie, became the proprietor. 
After two years they sold the business to Minnie and 
Frederick Powell (Polly) Baensch, a Jan Juc farmer new to 
the area from the Strathbogie Hills. In 1927 the building 
was demolished, and Frederick built a modern building to 
accommodate a mixed business which included the sale 
of wine.

Eagle Hotel purchased by John Brown     Image: Keith Cecil
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JOHN BROWN'S 
BOYS

JCHERYL BAULCHI

Australia entered the war in 1914 and like many towns across the 
nation, families sacrificed their sons and daughters to serve their 
country. Locally, more often than not, only one child from a family 
served. For the Brown family, three sons enlisted to serve overseas 
– Willie, Albert, and Joseph.

Joseph was assigned to the newly formed 29th Battalion when he 
enlisted in July 1915 as part of the recruitment drive that followed 
the landing at Gallipoli. He did so having seen the casualty lists, so 
he was fully aware of his potential fate. The 29th Battalion embarked 
from Melbourne at the end of 1915 destined for the Western Front 
in June 1916. Their first major battle, at Fromelles in July, was a 
blood bath, with over 5,500 Australian casualties and around 400 
men captured, Joseph being one of these men. He was interned at 
Schneidemuhl, Grafenwoehr and Dümen prisoner of war camps. 
In a letter that his brother Albert wrote to Maggie Imer, who grew 
up in Jan Juc, it was mentioned that Joe was suffering from 'dropsy', 
known today as oedema. Joseph returned to Melbourne in March 
1919 and died in Caulfield in 1946, aged 52.

Albert enlisted on 24 October 1916 while working as a labourer in Jan Juc. He was 
assigned to the 1st [Depot] Battalion at Royal Park. While training there, he was 
transferred to the 8th Reinforcements of the 58th Battalion. Albert embarked 
from Melbourne aboard HMAT Medic on 16 December arriving at Plymouth on 18 
February 1917. He was stationed at Hurdcott for further training before proceeding 
overseas to France on 14 May. Once in France, he joined the 58th Battalion in the 
field at Biefvillers Camp. Later in the year, the AIF's focus of operation had switched 
to the Ypres sector in Belgium. The 58th's major battle here was at Polygon Wood 
on 26 September. Albert was wounded during this battle and evacuated to a 
hospital in England with gunshot wounds to the right shoulder and back. He was 
discharged in November and assigned to the Depots in Hurdcott, Longbridge and 
Sutton Veny. The harsh English winter made it difficult to fight off chest infections, 
and Albert was back in hospital during February 1918, eventually returning to 
Australia a couple of months later. 

William Henry, a railway porter from South Yarra before enlistment on 18 June 1917, 
embarked with the 9th Reinforcements, 60th Battalion from Sydney on HMAT Port 
Melbourne on 16 July 1917. The Battalion was heavily involved in fighting on the 
Western Front, particularly during the latter half of the year. After William's arrival 
the Battalion was moved to the Ypres sector and participated in the fighting around 
Polygon Wood. Like many Australian units, they spent time in the trenches, enduring 
the harsh conditions of the Western Front. The collapse of Russian resistance on the 
Eastern Front in late 1917 enabled Germany to redeploy troops to the Western Front, 
culminating in a major German offensive in early 1918. The 60th Battalion, along 
with other AIF units, was deployed to defend against this offensive, participating in 
counterattacks such as the one at Villers-Bretonneux in April 1918 and the follow-up 
offensive three weeks later. Not far from this battle at Marrett Wood, Mericourt on 
19 June 1918, aged 30, William was killed in action and buried in the Mericourt-L'Abbe 
Communal Cemetery Extension, France. William, known as Brownie in the unit, was 

hit on the head by a shell at Marrett Wood, Mericourt. He was a member of a fatigue party (where they are assigned 
to manual labour tasks, not directly involved in combat). Their role 
was to dig a trench in the front line. William was in No Man's Land 
when he was killed. His mates buried him at the little cemetery and 
initially marked the grave with a cross made from a biscuit tin, bearing 
William's details. 

Brown Street in Torquay North is named after Albert Brown who had 
been living in Torquay at the time of his enlistment. Albert was working 
as a bootmaker and living in South Yarra along with William.

SONS AND
SOLDIERS

Source: Lorraine McDonald 
Collection
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THE GROSSMAN'S

A 
PIONEERING 
FAMILY

Martin Hooper has contributed the story from his 
developing research and manuscript on the early 

pioneers in the Parish of Jan Juc.

Friedrich Wilhelm Grossman (1819-1920) was born in 1819 
in Prussia, a German State.  In 1847, he married Anna 
Dorothea Stein (1824-1875) who was born in Saxony, 
Germany. The Grossmans had two children born in 
Germany, a girl Caroline in 1848 and a boy Ernst in 1853. 

This was a period of some strife between the various 
Christian religions in Germany, and many Lutherans 
migrated to the Americas and some to the British colonies 
of Australia.  

The Grossman family migrated to Australia in 1855 
arriving in Port Philip onboard the Alster.  They then spent 
some time at Sorell in Tasmania, before settling in the 
Geelong/ Grovedale area around 1860. Grovedale was 
called originally Germantown and was a popular place 
for German immigrants. A Lutheran Church was started 
in that area in about 1849 and still is very active. in 2025.   

Three more children were born in Australia, a girl Emma 
in 1857 in Hobart Tasmania, a boy Albert in 1859 also in 
Tasmania and a girl Anna in 1864 in Victoria. It is noted 

that the elder boy, Ernst, died in 1874 in Ballarat at which 
time Friedrich was a farmer in the Grovedale/ Duneed 
area.  At the age of 15 years, it appears that Albert became 
the only son and heir. 

The family suffered further sorrow with the death of Anna, 
the wife and mother, in 1875.  Family memoirs indicate 
Anna died at Bream Creek.  There does not appear to be 
any death record for Anna in the Victorian Births, Deaths 
& Marriage records. There is however a burial record.  
Anna was buried at the Grovedale Cemetery in Geelong, 
(named originally the Germantown Cemetery)  

A search of the cemetery failed to find any grave or 
gravestone.  The cemetery is relatively small.

There are a number of Grossman graves in this cemetery 
which, it appears, are not related to known descendants 
of Friedrich and Anna.  These deaths are across the period 
1915 – 1943.

The date of the family photo on the heading photo 
opposite says approximately 1859 and presumably taken 
before the birth of Albert in Tasmania.  The image says 
much about the family with the eldest child standing, 
the youngest one on her mother’s knee with a protective 
hand around her, and the boy standing beside his seated 
father with his arm resting on father’s shoulder.  It projects 
bonding and strength of family.  

A Wood Carter and Farmer at Duneed

From the Shire of Barrabool Rate Books, the name 
of Frederick Grossman appears in the earliest book, 
namely 1869/70, where he was recorded as the owner 
and occupier of 175 acres 1 rod 20 perches, Section 41 
Allotment C, within the Parish of Duneed, Coastal Riding.  
(Shire of Barrabool Rate Books) There was a cottage on 
this land.  Across the 1870’s, Frederick was recorded as 
a wood carter at times and as a farmer at times at his 
Duneed property.  Family records indicate Frederick was 
paying rates as early as 1862 in the Duneed Parish.

The following map shows the Grossman property at 
Duneed.  Its southern border is defined by Thomson’s 
Creek and across the creek is the Parish of Puebla. 

Property Section 41, Lot C, 
dimensions: 2000 links on 
northern boundary, 6,900 links on 
western boundary, 9000 links on 
eastern boundary.  The southern 
boundary is defined by Thomson’s 
Creek.  This creek becomes Bream 

Creek down towards the mouth.  Is this significant with 
respect to Anna Grossman’s death?

It seems the Grossman property in 2024 is part of a larger 
property extending to Ghazeepore Road and located 
opposite about 230 Dickins Road Mt Duneed, Vic 3217

In the 1879/80 rate book, Frederick Grossman was 
crossed out and Andrew White written in as both occupier 
and owner of the Grossman property in Duneed.  In the 

Photograph of the old section of Grovedale Cemetery

c 1859 Frederick and Anna Grossman 
and children, Caroline, Emma and 
Ernst

Map of Duneed, County of Grant, Nov 1875, B P James, Draftsman, 
Dept. of Mapping, Vic Gov

Frederich Wm. Grossman
(1819 - 1920)

Anna D Stein
(1824 - 1875)

m 1847

Birth / Death Given Names

1848 / 1931 Caroline Louise

1853 / 1874 Ernst

1857 / 1925 Emma Maryan

1859 / 1902 Albert Frederick

1864 /1930 Anna Elizabeth
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1880/81 rate book there is no Grossman in the Parish of 
Duneed.  

The Early Grossman Era at old Jan Juc (Bellbrae)

Frederick Grossman does appear in the 1879/80 rate 
book but then in the Parish of Jan Juc, as the owner and 
occupier of two neighbouring lots, No 11 and No 12, 446 
acres approximately.   

In 1879/80, Grossman, this now well-known name around 
Bellbrae and the Surf Coast, appeared on the Jan Juc 
scene.  In that first record, Frederick Grossman was listed 
as occupier and owner of both lots 11 and 12.  

In the 1880/81 Rate Book records, Frederick Grossman 
owned and occupied Lot 11 (323 acres) while Albert 
Grossman, his son, then owned and occupied Lot 12 (125 
acres).  As Albred Grossman married Louisa Einsporn in 
1880, perhaps Lot 12 was given as a wedding present to 
the newly married son.  

Frederick Grossman continued to live and farm on Lot 
11 for almost 20 years.  He remarried in 1894 to Johanna 
Caroline Weiss (nee Hirst) who was born in 1835.  A few 
years after marrying Johanna, they moved to the Horsham 
area to be near Frederick’s eldest daughter Caroline Huf.  
Caroline Louise Grossman married August Huf in 1868, 
She died at Horsham in 1931, aged 82. Registration 
Number 9804/1931

In 1896/97, that prominent name John Calvert Bell 
appeared in the Rate Book as leasing Lot 11 (323 acres) 
from Frederick Grossman.  In 1897/98, that less illustrious 
name Joseph Henry Grey appeared as jointly leasing Lot 
11 with J C Bell from F Grossman.  It was a similar situation 
in 1898/99 but in 1899/1900, the property was back with 
Frederick Grossman and up for sale. 

A further few years after his shift to the Horsham area, 
and after initially leasing out his property, Frederick 
Grossman finally sold his Jan Juc property of 323 acres.  
The ‘For Sale’ advertisement highlights that the property 
was well fenced, had 100 acres fit for cultivation and had 3 
good dams.  There were also marl and limestone deposits 
useful as agricultural fertilisers.   

The property sold as reported below.

Messrs. Hendy, Leary and Co., Government auctioneers at 

Geelong, report having sold by public auction and private 

contract, during this week:—On account of Mr. Grossman, 

Horsham, 323 acres, Jan Juc, at £2 per acre.

The Age, Melbourne, Vic: Saturday 31 March, 1900/ Page 10/ 
Transactions in Property. This was also reported in The Leader 
Melbourne Page 12

It appears that Frederick’s son, Albert Grossman bought 
this property (Lot 11, 323 acres) from his father.  In the 
1900/01 Rate Book, Albert Grossman was recorded as 
the occupier and owner of Lots 11 (323 acres) and 12 (125 
acres and 2 rods} within the Parish of Jan Juc.  Each had a 
wooden house.  It is understood that these houses were 
at the back of the blocks down near Jan Juc Creek and the 

principal access was down Kurzman Road, although there 
was a track across to Cemetery Road. 

The Passing of a Pioneer

Frederick Grossman was about 75 years when he married 
for a second time but still had one quarter of his life to 
live which was spent for the majority in the Horsham 
area near his daughter, Caroline. His 2nd wife, Johanna 
Caroline Grossman, died in Horsham in 1913 aged 79 
years.  In 1918, Frederick Grossman celebrated his 99th 
birthday at the home of this daughter, Mrs C L Huf.  The 
wish was expressed that Frederick reaches his century.  
The celebration was reported in a number of newspapers.

It is not the privilege of many human beings to live to the ripe 

old age of 99 years, yet Mr. F. Grossmann, father of Mrs. C. L. 

Huf, of Hopetoun, celebrated his 99th birthday on Tuesday, 

July 30th.  There was a gathering of many relatives at Mrs. 

Huf's residence, on the occasion, a fact which gladdened the 

heart of the old gentleman.  A very enjoyable evening was 

spent in a convivial manner, Pastor Noske proposed the health 

of the ancient and congratulated him on having attained to 

such an advanced age.  They all sincerely hoped that he would 

be celebrating his century next year.  Mr. Albert Huf suitably 

responded on behalf of his grandfather. Mr. Grossman is well 

in health and should easily get into three figures.

Hopetoun Courier and Mallee Pioneer, Vic., 9 August 1918, P 2, 
Personal

Friedrich Wilhelm Grossman did reach his century and 
celebrated his 100th birthday in style with the occasion 
being reported in the Ballarat Star and Barrier Miner 
(Broken Hill). 

It was only some months later that Friedrich Wilhelm 
Grossman died aged 100 years and 7 months. He was 
buried in the Hopetoun Cemetery. 

Friederick Wilhelm Grossman was the son of Gottlieb 
Grossman and Henriette Kahl.  Anna Stein was the 
daughter of Johann Stein, a tailor and Dorothea Lemke.   

The three daughters of Frederick and Anna Grossman all 

married and moved away from the Duneed and Jan Juc 
areas.  Their death records are shown below.  

Huf, Caroline Louise, Death: Mother Anna Dorathie 
Stein; Father Friedrich Wilhelm Grossman; Place of 
death Horsham; Age at Death 82; Year of Death 1931; 
Registration Number 9804/1931

Smart, Emma Mary, Death: Mother Anna Dorothea Stein; 
Father Frederick, Grossman; Place of death Euroa; Age at 
death 67; Year of death 1925; Reg No 1925 1383/1925

Conroy, Anna Elizabeth, Death: Mother Dorothea; Father 
Grossman Frederick; Place of Death Melbourne West; Age 
at Death 64; Year of Death 1930; Reg No 10876/1930

The spellings of surnames and of given names, in particular, 
undergo some challenges when moving country to country, 
particularly where a different but related language is spoken.  
Such is the case with German and English and so we see within 
the records, Friedrich, Frederick, Dorothea, Dorathie, Johanna, 
Joanna, and further variations 

The researcher/ writer had some difficulty in finding the 

location of Albert Grossman’s birth.  Was it Tasmania 

like that of older sister, Emma, born in 1857?  From the 

travel date for the return to Victoria from Tasmania, this 

appears to be likely.

Also, the search for Albert’s marriage was a challenge 

until the writer stumbled across the spelling ‘Grosmann’.

Grosmann, Albt Friedrich W. Marriage, Einsporn, Anna Louisa,

Year 1880, Reg No, 2342/1880

The Grossman name within this family line was carried 
forward by this son, Albert Frederick Grossman born in 
1859, and that is another tale from Old Jan Juc.  

Map based on a 1865 map shows Lot 11 and 12 relative to some 
modern land marks such as Cemetery Road/ Great Ocean Rd and 
Bellbrae Primary School.

Geelong Advertiser, Saturday 10 March, 1900, Page 3, Advertising

Geelong Advertiser, 15 March, 1900, Page 3, Advertising

This advertisement appeared a number of times and 
finally on Thurs 15 March 1900, the day of the sale.

Beulah Standard and Mallee and Wimmera 
Advertiser, 15 August, 1918 P 2 Personal

The Grave of Friederick Grossman, died 15 March 1920, at 
Hopetoun Cemetery, Victoria, Australia.

School
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BUSH 
STATION
Contributed by Gwen Threlfall

Mt. Duneed History Researcher

 https://mdpa.weebly.com/blog

Armstrong Creek Location Plan

John Armstrong was born in 1809, the fourth child of William and Elizabeth Armstrong. He married Veronica (usually 
called Vair) Scott in Scotland on 27 February 1829. In 1839 they sailed for Australia from Greenock as bounty immigrants 
on the barque Palmyra. They brought with them their sons, William (aged 10), Robert Grieve (aged 6), Thomas (aged 4), 
and John (aged 2), and one daughter, Jemima (sometimes Gemima) Scott (aged 8). Another son, Peter Brown Palmyra, 
was born on the voyage. He was named after the ship and its captain. Another six children were born to the couple in 
Australia. 

Ann Drysdale of Coriyule employed John and Vair from January 1941 to December 1944. John was responsible for 
ploughing and shepherding, while Vair was in charge of cooking, washing, and the care of the oldest two boys, William 
and Robert Grieve, who were also tasked with shepherding. They had brought livestock with them and, after working 
hard and acquiring more sheep, they settled at Bush Station, which was also called River Station. ​John's 320-acre block 
was situated with Torquay Road on the west side, Stewarts Road to the south, Horseshoe Bend Road to the east, and 
Burvilles Road to the north. Armstrong Creek ran through the block. Each block had access to the creek.

Stewarts' reserve is the land south 
of this land with the creek running 
through it. It remained crown land. 

Bush station was sometimes called 
River Station. Section M was bound by 
Torquay, Burvilles, Horseshoe Bend and 
Stewarts Road, Mount Duneed. Stewarts 
Reserve is the land south of this land 
with the creek running through it. It 
remained crown land. Members of the 
Watherong tribe who lived on this land 
often walked into Geelong but returned 
here at night. They were quiet people who 
made no trouble.

Members of the Wathaurong tribe who lived on this land 
often walked into Geelong but returned here at night. 
They were quiet people who made no trouble.

John also leased Black Forest and Allan Vale between 1850 
and 1856. John became one of the best stud-masters in 
Victoria, having come from many generations of sheep 
farmers in Scotland.

John suffered from diabetes and died on 17 October 
1856 at the age of 47. His land was subdivided and sold, 
and the stock was sold in a separate sale. Lot 2 with the 
homestead on 60 acres sold for £840. 

The monument of John Armstrong is in a large plot in the 
Presbyterian section of the Geelong Eastern Cemetery. 
It was erected by the Geelong free church of which he 
was an elder for many years as a token of the regard in 
which he was held. Buried with him was his wife, Vair, who 
died on 13 June 1877 aged 68 years. Their 6th son, Adam 
who was born on 5 November 1841 and died at Coriyule, 
Drysdale on 8 December 1841, is also buried here.

In 1850, Jemima (née Armstrong) married John Macvean 
(often called Mcvean). Both were born in Scotland. They 
had eleven children, the last three being born in Cressy, 
which indicates the family had shifted to this area by 
1865. They were both buried in the Presbyterian section 
of the St Kilda Cemetery. Alexander, Annie, and Armstrong 
Poliah Macvean were buried with them.

Armstrong and Macvean land stretched from Lake 
Connewarre to Thirteenth Beach. John Macvean's land 
(purchased on 18 July 1854) was south of Barwon Heads 
Road and west of Lings Road. John Armstrong's land 
(purchased on 21 December 1855) was north of Barwon 
Heads Road.

Subdivision of section M, showing 
original location of buildings — 
Geelong Advertiser, 20 May 1857.

The monument of John Armstrong in a large plot in the 
Presbyterian section of the Geelong Eastern Cemetery. It was 
erected by the Geelong Free Church of which he was an elder 
for many years as a token of the regard in which he was held. 
Buried with him was his wife Vair who died on 13 June 1877 
aged 68 years. Their 6th son Adam who was born on 5 November 
1841 and died at Coriyule Drysdale on 8 December 1841 is also 
buried here.
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CEMETERY TALES
TALES FROM BELLBRAE CEMETERY

CHERYL BAULCH

PTE SYDNEY HAROLD 
BARKER

Our local cemeteries are filled with monumental headstones 
and some less imposing ones. Amongst these are grave plots 
without any form of marker identifying the person at rest or 
those who loved them.

Many returned WW1 veterans returned home with some 
becoming estranged from their families or, with the Great 
Depression, died without the means to be laid to rest in a 
marked grave.

Thanks to the support of Torquay's RSL, Lyle Raison, a Vietnam 
and Malaysia veteran, has set himself a project to identify the 
burial sites without headstones belonging to WW1 veterans  
across the region's cemeteries.

Buried at Bellbrae Cemetery are four generations of the Barker 
family, including WW1 veteran Private Sydney Harold Barker. 

His story began when his grandparents, Thomas and Kezia, moved from Williamstown to the Jan Juc (Bellbrae) area with 
their children, William and Mary Ann. They lived in town on a property that is bound today by School Road, Cunningham 
Drive and Wood Road, opposite the school.

William married Ellen Gundry in 1887, and they had six children: Ernest (1887–1963), Alston Thomas (1890-1963), Ruth 
Kezia (1891-1982), Sydney Harold (1893-1974), Elsie Emma (1895-1981), and Ralph Henry (1896-1897). The available 
school records show that Alston, Ernest and Ruth attended the Jan Juc (Bellbrae) school. 

The family later moved to what is now Coombes Road, where William lived on Andrew White's property and worked as a 
trapper/rabbiter before the family moved to Bristol Road, Torquay. This land was eventually owned by their son-in-law, 
George Berryman. 

In 1916, at the age of 23, Sydney Harold enlisted 
in the AIF and embarked with the 57th Battalion, 
8th Reinforcement unit aboard the HMAT A7 Medic 
eight weeks later. After a brief stint of training in 
England the unit proceeded overseas to France. It 
wasn't long before the unit was involved in battle. 
The 57th Battalion was involved in the Ypres sector, 
including battles at Menin Road, Polygon Wood, 
Poelcappelle, and Passchendaele. They participated 
in the counterattack at Villers-Bretonneux on Anzac 
Day (25 April) 1918 and fought along the Hindenburg 
Line, including the St. Quentin Canal. It was during 
this battle near Nauroy, France, that Sydney was 
wounded on 19 September 1918 by a gunshot 
wound to the face, causing injuries to his right eye 
and jaw. 

In the 1918 Will of William Barker, Sydney’s father, written 
a month before Sydney was injured, his father bequeathed 
his five Spring Creek Estate allotments to his three sons. 
Sydney was allocated two lots on Bristol Road with the 
stipulation that if Sydney didn’t return from the war within 
three years of peace, then his brothers would be given one 
allotment each from Sydney’s entitlement.

He survived his injuries and returned to Australia in 1919. 
He married Elizabeth Drew in 1923 and purchased land on 
Bristol Road, Torquay, where they built their home before 
shifting to Queenscliff in the mid-1930s. 

Sydney Harold Barker died on 6 July 1974 and is buried in 
the Wesleyan section of the Bellbrae Cemetery along with 
members of his family. Sydney did not have a headstone. 
That was until Lyle Raison went to work on his project 
along with Harry Buckle, the stonemason who erected the 
headstone in memory of Sydney, his wife Ellen, and their 
one-day-old son Sydney.

   Army map of Nauroy and surrounding towns

Page 31 | Page 30 | 



   

Torquay 
Museum 
Without Walls

WWW.TORQUAYHISTORY.COM

Where The Past Meets The Present

Previous Issues

2023 Edition 31                        Edition 32                                 2024  Edition 33                      Edition 34

$10 RRP

Edition 35                                    Edition 36                                  2025 Edition 37                       Edition 38


