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Torquay Museum Without Walls is 
a proud volunteer-run organization. 
In publishing History Matters 
our volunteers do everything 
from research, writing, editing, 
photography and page layouts. Each 
edition also includes contributions 
of stories and photography from 
supporters of our work.

We are very grateful for  the 
support of our  sponsors 
identified opposite and those  
who contribute in any way to the 
magazine.

Volunteers play an important role in 
the operation of our history group. 
They work in a variety of areas 
including research, filing, data 
entry, collections management, 
photography and working with 
community groups.

VOLUNTEER WITH US: 
We welcome new people and you 
don’t have to be an expert in history. 
A friendly attitude and willingness to 
join in is all you need.

28

30

12

7

20

16

4

22

24

CONTENTS
ISSUE 29, MARCH 2023

 COVER:    
Freshwater Creek School house at Mt Duneed  Regional 

Primary School
OPPOSITE:    

Torquay Bunker
Freshwater Creek

Camp-store Milkbar

EDITING & PRODUCTION:
Cheryl Baulch

PROOF READERS:
Toni McCormack

Carleen Thoernberg

CONTRIBUTORS:  
Cheryl Baulch

Gwen Threlfall
Vicki Smith

IMAGES:
Cheryl Baulch

Freshwater Creek School Records
Jan Voss

Grayme Galbraith
Leonie Vrymoet
Alwyne Merritt
Anne Udvardy

Louise Leighton
Jim Stein

Monuments Australia
Geelong Advertiser

Museum Victoria
Herald Sun

Gwen Threlfall
State Library Victoria

Jenny Garlick

www.torquayhistory.com
tmuseumwithoutwalls@gmail.com

Torquay
MUSEUM
Without  Wal ls

The material in this magazine is copyright, apart from any fair 
dealing for the purpose of private study, research, criticism or 
review as permitted under the Copyright Act 1958 and subsequent 
amendments, no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored 
in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise 
without prior written permission. Every attempt has been made to 
contact copyright holders for permission to reproduce their work 
in this magazine. 
Enquiries should be made to tmuseumwithoutwalls@gmail.com

ABN: 76 748 251 593
Inc. No.:  A0092421C

Printed by Coast Print, Torquay

Cemetery Tales: Winifred Champion

South Barwon Councillor: William Batten

James Harrison: Inventor-Journalist-Politician

A house that sprung from oil

Freshwater Creek

Mystery Torquay Bunker

A determined spirit: Anne R Follett

State School 256 Freshwater Creek

Local milkbars & corner stores

mailto:torquaymuseumwithoutwalls%40gmail.com?subject=


'

brief story of 
ANNA ROSINA FOLLETT

These lines eulogise the Women of the West and represent many other 
early European settler women. But, unfortunately, their lives of self-
sacrifice are often forgotten by being overshadowed by the stories of 
the pioneer men.

In the pioneering days, hours of toil were not regulated by Unions. In 
Torquay, the men cleared the land, made roads and established a town 
building the vision of a holiday destination. The women cooked and 
baked and washed but kept their smiles always bright to cheer their 

husband's fagged and drooping spirits. Sewing machines 
were unknown, but fingers that were never idle were just 
as effective. While the men rested after their day's work, 
the women darned and patched and hemmed. When the 
simple household tasks permitted, the women gave their 
husbands whatever outdoor help they could, lightening 
heavy toil by wedded love.

Torquay had valiant women whose fortitude was the 
source of support for the men. They were also driven by a 
desire to build a business by accommodating the needs of 
holidaymakers and visitors.

Over International Women's Day we have celebrated 
one woman who made a difference in Torquay through 
her life, work and actions. She would not be described 
as a trailblazer, just a woman who was an early town 
entrepreneur and created a welcoming environment for 
locals, holidaymakers and visitors.

Anna Rosina Follett nee Baensch was born on 15 April 
1844 in Prussia.

In December 1849, Dr Thomson (one of Geelong's first 
settlers) arranged for at least 20 German immigrants 
(and their children) to come to Victoria aboard the Emmy 
and establish a German village within the neighbourhood 
of Geelong. The families of the Bieske, Baensch, Kerger, 
Winter, and Boehm were aboard. However, it was not 
until 1853 that Anna's parents brought her and two of her 
older brothers to Australia aboard the Wilhelmsburg and 
followed their relatives to Germantown, as it was known 
then.

Anna Rosina married James Follett on 10 June 1862 at the 
Wesleyan Church, Geelong. They first lived about 2 miles 
from Spring Creek near today's Grass Tree Park. James 
worked on White's property as a general hand. 

Between 1863 and 1888, James and Anna had 15 children, 
eight girls and seven boys.

About 1871, the Follett family built a small house at the 
mouth of Spring Creek with an apple, pear and mulberry 
tree orchard.

In 1878 they built Ocean View Villa as a small boarding 
house for fishermen. In 1888 they moved into the Coffee 
Palace. While it was not commonplace to have land titles 
in the wife's name, property acquired after 1887, bathing 
box leases and rates were all in Anna's name. In 1900 the 
Coffee Palace became licenced after court battles where 

A DETERMINED 
SPIRIT

CHERYL BAULCH
Images: Jan Voss

For them, no trumpet sounds the call; no poet plies his arts

They only hear the beating of their gallant, loving hearts.

But they have sung with silent lives the song all songs above?

The holiness of sacrifice, the dignity of love.     

Women of the West: George Essex Evans (1863-1909)

The Follett brothers: five of Anna's seven sons
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As you drive down the Great Ocean Road a lone pine tree 
stands amongst the shrubs. The other six pines that lined 
the boundary of the house on the hill have long gone, 
but the farmhouse once called Bimbadeen still stands 
under the new name The Summer House. It has undergone 
several facelifts and now welcomes people far and wide as 
a lifestyle retreat.

Built in the 1920s, along with its neighbour, they are the 
first two houses in the town we now know as Jan Juc. The 
hills and valleys have since filled with other homes where 
once the Wadawurrung lived and managed their land.

The township of Jan Juc, named after the Parish, was first 
settled toward the Parish's western boundary. During the 
1920s it was renamed Bellbrae, and the township name of 
Jan Juc was moved eastward along the Jan Juc Creek near 
Torquay, where The Summer House is today.

As farmland and pasture grew scarce in Van Diemen’s Land 
investors looked to the mainland for further opportunities.

Colonisation now came very fast to the region. In 1836 

HOUSE THAT 
SPRUNG 
FROM OIL

THE SUMMER HOUSE 

JCHERYL BAULCHI

Images Grayme Galbraith

the police objected to James Follett owning a license for 
the Coffee Palace because of his run-ins with the law, 
particularly his 'sly grog' convictions. Even a petition 
signed by ratepayers could not sway the court. In 1890 
Anna Rosina took out the first licence, but her son-in-law 
Carl Voss was the first nominee. More trouble with the 
law followed James as he became embroiled in illegally 
cultivating the land we know as Taylor Park. He aimed 
to own the land but the Lands Department consistently 
refused his requests.

Reports in the Geelong Advertiser indicate that Anna was 
a great hostess. As well as looking after fifteen children, 
she managed the need of her visitors. 

Anna was also an entrepreneur. So when she noticed a 
bargain land sale, she set out to purchase it. 

At the time of her death, Anna owned eight properties 
that were put up for auction or sale. They included the 
Torquay Coffee Palace, Bristol/Boston Road properties, 
three blocks in Zealley Bay Road, 170 acres along the 
Spring Creek valley, and in Belmont, three houses, one 
with a shop and one vacant block.

Her tenacity and timing were demonstrated when 
she purchased Felix Rosser's property. In 1889 Felix 

purchased twelve blocks of land across Bristol and Boston 
Roads. However, in 1892 he mortgaged the property but 
later either defaulted the loan, or the government sold 
the property when Felix entered an asylum. Knowing that 
the Education Department was looking for land, Anna 
purchased all twelve blocks and four neighbouring blocks, 
which her Estate later sold to the government for a school. 
She also borrowed money from John Paulke to buy William 
Bell's place (Torquay Coffee Palace, later to become St. 
Heliers). While Paulke didn't become a mortgagee to the 
property, he kept his bank receipt. Later, he lent more 
money and sewed both bank withdrawal receipts in the 
hem of his pants. He also lent her money for property in 
Belmont and for 100 acres of the 170 she purchased along 
Spring Creek at the back of Torquay. 

John Paulke became more than Anna's personal banker. 
After the death of James in 1899, she married Paulke in 
1902 at Germantown. After she died in 1905, Paulke 
challenged the will to reclaim the money he lent her. Anna 
had left her estate to her children and mother.

Anna was sick for eight weeks before her death from 
sarcoma of the pancreas and is buried in Germantown 
Cemetery.
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a total of 40,000 sheep were unloaded at Port Phillip 
Bay from Tasmania. Within five years their numbers had 
swelled to 100,000. The early explorers identified potential 
farming in the Geelong area, so graziers took up the grassy 
plains around the Barrabool Hills.

The colonial government began to grant, lease and sell 
land to white settlers. The prosperity of the colonial wool 
industry increased, as did the number of Europeans arriving 
looking for their fortunes. Consequently, the settlement of 
large pastoral estates followed. Surveyors divided the land 
into Parishes, often giving Aboriginal names to the area, 
such as Jan Juc ‘the place of ironbarks’. A further increase in 
population resulted in the subdivision of pastoral estates, 
together with the introduction of legislation which changed 
the use of the land from the vast sheep runs to smaller, 
mixed-use, freehold farming enterprises.

During September 1857, Melbourne newspapers ran 
advertisements from the Public Lands Office with a 
schedule of public land In the modern Jan Juc/Bells Beach 
area, recently proclaimed for sale.

Twelve lots varying from 81 to 349 acres were made 
available. All the allotments had frontages to creeks, mainly 
either Spring Creek or Jan Juc Creek and were advertised as 
“generally of fair agricultural land, timbered with gum, wattle, 
and she-oak, are well supplied with building and fencing 
material.” The ‘upset price’ was £1 per acre—the lowest 
price at which the property could be auctioned or sold at 
public sale.

James Gattie Carr was by far the largest purchaser of the 

land, acquiring 677 acres which covered the land The 
Summer House is built on. As an auctioneer, estate agent and 
politician, his land acquisitions across Bellbrae, Mt Duneed, 
Jan Juc, and Torquay were for investment purposes. He sold 
the portion of his Jan Juc land holdings, where The Summer 
House now stands, to William Weeks four years later. Noble 
family members owned the land in the 1870s before John 
Calvert Bell purchased the allotments in 1909.

As early as 1911 people searched for oil along our coastline. 
James B Tonner applied for a mining lease of 640 acres at 
Anglesea to bore for oil.  

The whole Otway district was believed to be coal-bearing, 
but within twelve months the Anglesea oil field was declared 
commercially valueless. However, interest in finding oil, 
coal and other minerals across the district was reignited in 
1919 when the Geelong Advertiser reported the possibility 
of oil at Mount Duneed. The increased interest was fueled 
by the Commonwealth Government offering a reward of 
£10,000 for the discovery of commercial quantities of oil 
in Australia. 

Despite the interest, things remained relatively quiet until 
February 1922 when the Geelong Advertiser reported 
a rush on shares in the newly formed Torquay Oil Wells, 
Limited Liability Company. 

William Bowling (1870-1965) was one of the Directors of 
Torquay Oil Wells. In 1921 he leased 2,372 acres from the 
Crown, J.C. Bell and others. He also purchased 999 acres 
from J.C. Bell across Crown allotments 13-18, including 
the land on which The Summer House is built. In February 

1922, In addition to his purchase, William applied for a 
mining lease on 200 acres of the Crown Coastal Reserve 
from Spring Creek to Rocky Point, which was at the time 
occupied by C. Duffield and J.C. Bell. His lease number 
3397 was for twelve months. The Geelong Advertiser in 
1922 wrote that there were land transactions ‘supposedly 
for house building’. So it can be assumed that these two 

houses on the hill were built by William Bowling to house 
the men working at the Torquay Oil Wells. 

The company was officially registered in May 1922 with 
George Baxter Pritchard as the geologist leading the 
investigation and chairman of directors. Harry Esmond 

Connolly was the manager, and Charles Hyde Parker Kelley 
was the company solicitor. William Edward Bowling, King 
Island, grazier was the only director identified.

The following month the Geelong Advertiser reported 
other oil companies were to enter into a joint scheme 
for boring at Torquay under the supervision of Dr G. B. 
Pritchard. The plan was to begin boring operations to test 
the oil-carrying capacity of the land between the Torquay 
township and J.C. Bell’s Addiscot homestead. The first bore 
was to be put down in Noble’s paddock, previously part of 
the Addiscot estate.

With a capital of £60,000, the company acquired the 
leasehold of seven and a half miles of coastline and 
approximately 12,000 acres, of which 10,000 acres were 
purchased at double the land value.

William Edward Bowling shifted to Victoria from King Island 
in August 1922 aboard the steamer ship Marrawah which 
traded between Melbourne and Stanley on Tasmania's 
Northwest coast via King Island in Bass Strait. His wife 
followed six weeks later. He was one of the first settlers on 
King Island, purchasing land in 1888 after the Tasmanian 
Government opened it up for selection. He was a successful 
pastoralist on his property Boobyalla in the Loorana area, 
situated in the northwest part of the island and was very 
active in community affairs. William and his wife Elsie, 
initially settled in Barwon Heads before moving to Torquay/
Jan Juc in 1928. 

Two weeks after arriving in Victoria, William spent the 
weekend inspecting the sites for the sinking of the bores, 
including the location of the boring plant that had been 
operating for coal at Dean’s Marsh and then moved to 
Torquay.

Inside Derick No1 Bore - Torquay Oil Well      Image Ellen Hope

Torquay oil wells locations.    Image Dr George Carman

Victorian Landata

Getting started on the renovations, August 1987
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William applied to the Torquay Public Reserves to drill for oil 
on the coastal reserves; however the request was denied.

Seven wells were drilled across the area we now know as 
Torquay, Jan Juc, and Point Addis. But, much to the surprise 
of Dr Pritchard and those he had encouraged to invest in 
Torquay Oil Wells, the wells had very little success finding 
commercial quantities of the oil they were searching for.

Optimism was still high five years later when William 
Bowling applied for another mining lease on Crown land 
along the coast. By this time, according to a report in 
The Argus (Melbourne) newspaper, 12,000 acres around 
Torquay belonged to the Torquay Oil Wells Company 
through William Bowling. But, unfortunately, the optimistic 
hopes of the company were never realised, and the place 
was abandoned in 1927, and the landscape returned to 
the mellow and tranquil place it was before.

After the operations were abandoned, William gave up his 
leases and kept for a while the 999 acres he had purchased. 
William and Elsie moved to Jan Juc into one of the houses 
in 1928. At the time his land was bound roughly by Bells 
Boulevard, The Great Ocean Road, Bones Road and the 
ocean. 

William began selling his land in preparation for the family 
move to Kew. Firstly, in 1930, he subdivided and sold to 
Alfred Duffield the 35 acres he had been leasing the 
previous year.

Then he subdivided the land the houses were built on; one 
with 17 acres, the other with 9 acres.

A retired farmer, Rupert Pargeter, purchased the house 
with 17 acres from William Bowling in 1932. Rupert then 
offered it for sale in 1937, but it appears that he was 
unable to sell it. The Pettitt brothers leased the land later 
that year and went on to purchase it in 1940, with Bob 
Pettitt later taking ownership and raising his family on the 
property that Rupert Pargeter called Roseneath, and Bob 
Pettitt called Blinkbrae South.

Retired Auburn Primary School teacher Petronilla Hodges 
Pearson purchased the smaller property of 9 acres for 
£68-15-00 in March 1932. Petronilla’s brother, William 
Pearson, a manufacturing chemist, was going through a 
divorce proceeding and moved into the Jan Juc house and 
established it as a poultry farm. When Petronilla died in 
1944 probate was granted to her brother-in-law William 
Forster, and a life interest in the house given to her brother 
William Pearson who later purchased the property from 
the estate. The house was described as a weatherboard 
dwelling of 4 rooms and a bathroom with an iron roof.

The Closer Settlement Commission was interested in 
Petronilla’s house and registered this interest. However, 
J.C. Bell had sold it to William Bowling. Petronilla 
Hodges Pearson was the new owner before the formal 
documentation was lodged, so it was later discharged from 
the registration.

William Pearson sold the homestead in 1951, retiring to 
his birthplace, Bendigo. The property passed from the 
Shroders and Thomas Richard Trevaskis before Debra and 
Grayme Galbraith purchased it in 1985. They had admired 
the farmhouse on the hill for quite some time and took up 
the opportunity to buy it when it came on the market.

The family worked to create their dream homestead for the 

next two years. The house was gutted and reshaped. The 
significant aspect of the house was the fireplace, not only 
because it was a weight-bearing structure but because of 
its heritage value to the family.

Where possible, timber was reused to keep the house's 
integrity as much as viable. Six of the seven palm trees 
sitting on the nature strip were removed. Two were sold to 
Russel Graham in Anderson St. Three were moved up onto 

the area of 10 Camrose Court, where only one survived. 
One was also moved to the front of the farmhouse but did 
not survive either.

In 2002 the Galbraith family decided to modernise and 
build a new home. They subdivided the homestead creating 
eleven allotments and a new road called Camrose Court. 
The Galbraiths enshrined their love of the homestead by 
deriving the road's name from family names: 
Campbell is one of the names of Grayme (owner), his 
father, his son, Camille, a daughter, and 
Rose. his daughter Tessa Rose

The house was sold in 2002, then again in 2016, this time 
to Deb Fowler, the current owner of The Summer House. Set 
on a half acre of beautiful gardens and fabulous verandas 
providing ocean views. Deb fell in love with the house and 
had a dream to bring her back to life. 

The following year work started on fulfilling that dream. 
The plan was to redesign the old homestead to provide 
an exciting new venture for her clients. The house has now 
been transformed with the homestead accommodating a 
lifestyle wellness retreat and holiday accommodation for 
people to unwind and enjoy the relaxing surrounds of the 
great surf coast. 

Many people have enjoyed the tranquillity of the old 
home. I am sure the walls hold many stories of oil workers, 
farming, surfing when rented by surfers, and family life over 
its hundred-year history.

February, 2002.  The Galbraith family getting ready to put the house on 
the market.

Image The Summer House Retreat
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OUR LOCAL MILKBARS
AND CORNER STORES
Many of us will fondly remember our local corner store 
or milk bar. I remember going with my nanna and the 
storekeeper pulling out broken biscuits from a very large 
tin of biscuits and putting them in a paper bag for one 
shilling. The bag would last for a week.

Over the decades, these stores have become a thing 
of the past. In Torquay, some have disappeared, others 
now serve another purpose, and a couple have survived. 
Unfortunately, we often fail to notice these everyday 
places until they have disappeared.

As well as providing a handy spot to pick up the paper and 
your milk, milk bars or these general stores, often family-
run, also formed the heart of many communities before 
supermarkets came to town. 

Originally an American concept, the milk bar developed 
from pharmacies that dispensed medicines and often sold 
refreshing milk-infused mixtures to waiting customers. 
There was room for idle chat. Hollywood took the concept 
and created the glamour milk bar full of gleaming chrome. 

Our local milk bars or general stores meant different 
things to different people. They served us well, they were 
more than places to pick up the local newspaper, milk 
and groceries. For kids, they were a treasure trove of 
milkshakes, ice creams and mixed lollies. Ice cream spiders 
were special - the intoxicating combination of fizzy drinks 
and ice cream. Teenagers enjoyed the walk down Price 
Street after the pictures to get a great milk shake. Hanging 
out around the shop to listen to the juke box or play video 

games for 20 cents. Penny lollies, salad rolls, hot chicken 
and gravy rolls or hamburgers made just the way you like 
it all bring memories flooding back of day gone by. But 
more than the food and entertainment offered by these 
stores are the memories of the people behind them. 

In Jan Juc the milk bar renowned for its chilli dogs and 
salad rolls, often with peanut butter, still stands serving 
the Jan Juc community and creating more memories.

For Torquay, many of the shops have been repurposed. 
So we make our milkshakes, or spiders at home and 
can purchase all the other items in one of the five 
supermarkets in town.

ANDERSON STREET

DUFFIELDS STORE: Owned by Elizabeth (Lizzy) and 
Ted Duffield until the 1940 bushfire destroyed the 
little store. Lizzy’s parents purchased the land on 
the corner of Anderson and Pearl Streets in 1904 to 
support the young family, and her brothers (Follett) 
built the shop for Ted and Lizzy shortly after. 

GILBERT STREET

DRAYTONS: Alf Payne in 1894 built a private 
residence and about two years later added a store 
to the front of the premises. It became the post 
office and a local general store. Today we would 
reference the location as the corner of Gilbert and 
Pearl Streets. He later sold to Harold Bray who then 
sold the property to Thomas Vain. Basil Drayton 
purchased the property before Charles Drayton 
became the proprietor.  

BELL STREET
THE CAMP STORE: The Hot Water Depot was moved 
in 1910 from the camping area to a property that 
Edwin Molyneaux owned in Bell Street and although 
the family still called it the Depot it was renamed 
The Camp Store and was the first shop in Bell St. 
Holidaymakers could purchase food, drinks and 
camping provisions as well as book their transport 
back to Geelong. Today the allotment is filled with 
the shops Norden fine ice cream, Roku Den and 
Torquay Surf Academy. 

CAMP-SITE MILK BAR: Hocking Stuart Real Estate 
now occupy the old milk bar on the corner of Munday 
and Bell Streets. Winnings built and operated the 
shop in the mid-1950s. Names later associated 
with the shop included the Botrills, Risks, Dicksons, 
Grebes and Giddings families whose service was an 
important part of community life.

Image Alwyne Merritt

Image Louise Leighton

Shayne Crosby in front of his Jan Juc milk bar, still going today, one of a 
couple milk bars still around
Image Fiona Therese Crosby
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THE ESPLANADE

Harry DUNN arrived in town and during the middle 
months of 1926 built a shop on the corner of The 
Esplanade and Price Street. The original store burnt down 
just before opening but was rebuilt with the help of the 
community so that it was ready for the summer holidays. 
Harry sold the store after the summer of 1926-27. Over 
the years it has changed the style of take-away to become 
Frenchy’s Icecream & Frozen Yoghurt store and Bob 
Sugar Torquay restaurant.

Above the store rebuilt in 1927 and 
below again about ten years later.

HUGHES: The store commonly known as Doc Hughes 
store was first built just after the war by returned soldier 
McFarlane. Thomas Keddie Macfarlane returned home 
from the war in July 1918 and purchased the house and 
land on The Esplanade from Martha Pride the following 
year. After his wife became ill he sold to Harry Harrison at 
the end of 1925. Harry’s widow was Caridoc (Doc) Hughes’ 
aunty and on her death, Doc acquired the shop. All that is 
left is the pine tree in front of the house attached to the 
shop that once stood next door to today’s restaurant Doc 
Hughes, previously known as Growlers.

FRONT BEACH: The Price family sold the land to Maximillian Thomas & 
Ivy Wills, who had been living in Beach Street, Torquay. Wills built a new 
house on the land facing Price Street in  early 1946. The following year 
he built the shop on The Esplanade with a house alongside. Wills sold 
to Ada and Albert Billings in 1951. They had the shop for many years. 
Today it is a very busy restaurant called The Frontbeach Taphouse & 
Restaurant.

Behind the counter at McLeods'Scottys' todays Front Beach Cafe    Image Anne Udvardy

Images above and below Leonie Vrymoet

Images Marylyn Farrar Image Louise Leighton

George (Jim) Stein's car in front of the old Dunn store   Image: Jim Stein

Page 15 | Page 14 | 



JAMES
HARRISON

INVENTOR JOURNALIST POLITICIAN

By 1857, he created the world’s first large-scale refrigerator.

By 1857, James Harrison had created the world’s first 
large-scale refrigerator.

Born in Scotland in 1816 to a fishing-farming family in 
Bonhill, James attended free evening science classes at 
Anderson's University while serving his apprenticeship 
with printer David McClure in Glasgow. At 19, he walked 
71km to Edinburgh and took passage on a collier (coal 
ship) to work in London where he found an advertisement 
in The Times seeking a compositor to set up a publishing 
office for the Tegg family in Sydney. After 159 days 
(steerage) in 1837 aboard the Persian, Harrison arrived at 
his destination. On 12 August 1837, James printed the first 
edition of Sydney’s Literary News.  

Two years later James headed for Melbourne and began 
work for John Pascoe Fawkner who had started the 
Melbourne Advertiser the year before. The first nine editions 
were handwritten as there were no printing presses 
or type. After a brief recess because he was operating 
without a license, the paper re-emerged in February 1839 
as The Port Phillip Patriot and Melbourne Advertiser with 
Harrison writing and doing the typeset for the paper.

When Fawkner purchased a new press for the Patriot, 
he assigned his old wooden press to Harrison and 
commissioned him to establish a newspaper in Geelong. 
The Geelong Advertiser was born on 21 November 1840 
with James Harrison as the founding editor. James, all 
of 24, was soon a leader in Geelong, his first edition 
promised “spirited dissemination of the truth”. 

The first edition of four pages carried as part of the 
editorial – 

Bring forth the Press! 

When first that mighty shout was heard. 

Truth rose in radiant light ensphered. 

The Nations to address.

James Harrison formed a partnership with John Scamble 
to purchase the Geelong Advertiser in 1842; and together 
they also produced a Geelong Almanac, but James soon 
became sole owner of the Geelong Advertiser, working as 
editor, principal journalist and printer. The paper began to 
prosper and moved to daily status in 1850. When gold was 
discovered in Ballarat, the Geelong Advertiser broke the 
story. James used the paper as his platform to advocate 
for many local issues and often held opposing views to 
Alexander Thomson another pioneer and local advocate.

He quickly developed a reputation positioning himself as 

a prominent local businessman and was elected mayor of 
Geelong in 1850. In 1853 he initiated a meeting to form 
the Geelong Chamber of Commerce, still a strong force in 
Geelong today.

He also used his infant newspaper to spark the foundation 
of the Geelong Hospital, water supply, the Geelong 
Football Club, the Geelong Racing Club, a mechanics 
institute (forerunner of the Gordon Tech and Deakin), 
regular postal service and Geelong’s first library. In the 
process he quickly became the community’s conscience. 

Soon after James was elected as a member of the 
Legislative Council in the Parliament of Victoria from 1854 
to 1856. From 1858-1860, he represented Geelong as a 
member of the Legislative Assembly.

A controversial libel suit was brought against Harrison 
by the Crown Prosecutor George Mackay whose evident 
drunkenness on duty Harrison had editorially deplored. 
The jury brought in a verdict for Mackay with Harrison to 
pay £800 damages for his rush of blood. Geelong stood 
up for him, 1500 citizens gathered in the Theatre Royal 
to congratulate Harrison formally; they also composed 
a petition to Governor Sir Charles Hotham urging 
intervention; and donated to help Harrison meet the cost. 
In 1862, although his assets were worth £22,000, he had 
to sell the Advertiser to escape bankruptcy.

Harrison's love of fishing for additional income was pivotal 
in his path to inventing refrigeration.

The office of the Geelong Advertiser
https://halloffame.melbournepressclub.com/article/james-harrison  
accessed 15/3/2023
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Together with local blacksmith, John Scott, he shared 
a fishing boat venture, which presented them with a 
problem in how to keep their catch fresh. While printing 
newspapers, Harrison had observed that using sulphuric 
ether to clean the news type made the metal cold. He 
believed if he was able to transfer the cold that he got 
when cleaning the type, he would be able to keep their 
fish nice and cool.

Experimenting in a small shed at Rocky Point on the banks 
of the Barwon River, Harrison came up with the world's 
first compression refrigeration system using sulphuric 
ether - a substance commonly used as a cleaning fluid in 
the printing trade - as the refrigerant.

He and his partner Scott built a machine to trap and 
pressurise the gas. They devised a warm coil, which when 
cranked and fed ether and water, on boat or ashore, 
produced chilled water which gradually turned to ice. 

It was the basis of refrigeration — the same principle used 
to this day in refrigerators and air conditioners around the 
world.

By 1855, Harrison had perfected the machine to the point 
where he was able to produce ice in commercial quantities 
and applied for a Victorian patent.

Within two years of returning to Australia in 1858, he 
opened ice works in Geelong, Melbourne and Sydney, 
continued with his parliamentary role, toyed with gold 
mining and extraction, all the while running the Geelong 
Advertiser which he retained until 1865, even though he 
had been forced to sell his financial control of the paper 
under financial hardship in 1861. 

Harrison himself remained involved in further 
improvements to the refrigeration design until as late as 
1878, but it appears he gained little financial return from 
the later commercialisation of the invention.

In those times, Australia had a surplus of mutton and beef. 
Harrison saw the potential for exported frozen carcasses 
to the United Kingdom.

In 1873 he won a gold medal at the Melbourne Exhibition 
by proving that meat kept frozen for months remained 
perfectly edible. 

Following the award and with much fanfare and great 
expectation, he dispatched a shipload of frozen meat 
from Australia to London. Unfortunately, his equipment 
failed off the coast of Africa and they had to throw all the 
meat over the side of the ship, disappointing the London 
butchers who had lined up on the wharf ready to take this 
cargo of meat.

Bankrupted but undaunted, Harrison spent two decades 
in England refining and improving his ice-making machines 
and other inventions.

In 1873 he prepared the sailing ship Norfolk for an 
experimental beef shipment to the United Kingdom. 
His choice of a cold room system instead of installing a 
refrigeration system upon the ship itself proved disastrous 
when the ice was consumed faster than expected. 
The experiment failed, ruining public confidence in 
refrigerated meat at that time. He returned to journalism, 
becoming editor of the Melbourne Age in 1867.

Later Harrison worked as a popular science writer for 27 
years on the David Syme papers The Age and The Leader, 
and patented a number of other inventions, though none 

were commercially successful.  Harrison wrote plain 
English, often sarcastic or ironic. He pulled no punches. 
When a hotly contested Victorian parliamentary seat was 
won by engineered votes, Harrison blamed “the Poodles 
of the Melbourne Club”.

Inventor’s fever caught up with Harrison in 1861, his 
savings gone on unprofitable refrigeration ventures. The 
Geelong Advertiser dutifully reported Harrison insolvent; 
however, he remained at the Geelong Advertiser as editor.

Harrison suffered pleurisy in 1891, and returned to live 
at his Point Henry home in 1892. Although frail, he often 
went into town to send copy to The Age. On September 
3, 1893, he died in bed, an unfinished article beside him.

In Harrison's lifetime, eight of his 10 patented inventions 
were commercially successful, though when he died in 
1893, he left a modest estate.

After his brother inserted an In Memoriam family notice 
on the third anniversary of James’ death in the Geelong 
Advertiser, George Frederick Belcher, financial broker 
and land agent, wrote a letter to The Editor the next day 
pointing out that it was a shame that James was buried 
without a headstone. He set up a fund to raise £40 for 
an enclosure and headstone at James’ grave site. The 
Hopetoun Chambers added to Belcher’s letter. They 
pointed out that he lost a lot of money to see his invention 
to fruition and that his industrial views were the platform 
of Australia’s industrial relations.

A few days later the Geelong Advertiser Editor wrote an 
article in Town Talk imploring people, in particular the 
graziers of Victoria who had derived such a benefit from 
his invention allowing them to sell their surplus meat, to 
donate to the fund.

His innovation altered the way in which meat, produce 
and beer were stored and cooled. The brewing industry 
and meat packing factories quickly adopted the invention. 
Frozen meat from Australia became a major export thanks 
to Harrison’s invention.

His patent remains the blueprint for refrigeration around 
the globe.

In 2014 James Harrison was inducted into the Media Hall 
of Fame.

Heating, Ventilation, Air conditioning and Refrigeration (HVAC&R) industry news    13 October, 2022

Harrison-Siebe Ice-Making Machine, London, England, 1857-1858. 
Courtesy of Museums Victoria

Churchward, M. (2006) James Harrison, Inventor, Newspaper Propri-
etor & Mayor of Geelong, Victoria (1816-1893) in Museums Victoria 
Collections https://collections.museumsvictoria.com.au/articles/2101
Accessed 15 March 2023
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THE MYSTERY OF
TORQUAY'S BUNKER

During World War 2 the military arrived and made changes 
around Torquay in case of invasion. First, a bunker was built 
into the side of Point Danger. Then, another bunker or two 
were installed at Point Impossible. 

So it was no surprise when in 2006, the discovery of a 
camouflaged den consisting of a two-room underground tunnel 
and chamber system bunker was found at Whites Beach. It was 
initially assumed to be a military-built structure.

Investigations revealed a metal roof and a trapdoor which led 
into a concealed ‘spider hole’ system, complete with timber 
support beams, air holes to control moisture and rooms joined 
by a tunnel system. A conveyor belt allowed items to be moved 
to and from the secret hatch. However, closer scrutiny clearly 
showed that the structure was not very old. 

c h e r y l  b a u l c h

Images The Geelong Advertiser

At the time, there were many theories about the purpose 
of the secret bunker. Was it built as a secret beach 
hideaway or something more sinister such as a criminal 
hide-out or drug drop-off point? At the time, Sgt Brian 
McKiterick, Torquay police officer-in-charge, reported to 
the Herald Sun that the possibilities for the hand-built den 
were endless. The bunker was believed to be only about six 
months to a year old. He mentions that foreshore workers 
were cautious about entering the hidden den in case of 
booby traps or what might have been inside. You could 
only see with a torch because it was pitch-black inside. 
It appears to be sophisticatedly built with scrap building 
material put together with nail guns and strengthened with 
cross-beams. Excess sand was thrown across the roof to 
make it look like it was part of the sand dunes.

The den was clean and didn’t look like it was lived in. 
However, attempts to take fingerprints from drink cans 
found nearby were inconclusive. 

The structure was dismantled, and the hole was filled with 
sand.

Image: Craig Hughes,  Herald Sun 7 July 2006

Great Ocean Road Committee workers John Fawcett, in bunker and Phil 
Brown
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Most people drive through Freshwater Creek on their way to the 
Great Ocean Road travelling down Anglesea Road, and it only takes 
a minute or two to pass through the town. The town continues to 
be a rural community best known for the bakery that has locally 
reached cult status. In particular it is the delicate passionfruit 
sponge cake that is something extraordinary. 

The town is located west of the junction of two creeks, one salty 
and the other fresh. During the early Crown land sales of the 1850s 
the area was named Thomsons Creek. As the community grew 
and more land was released, the actual village was established on 
the freshwater stream and became known as Freshwater Creek. 

Some years after the establishment of Geelong, Dr. Alexander 
Thomson, who lived at Kardinia on the Barwon River, owned a 
large sheep run from Geelong to Freshwater Creek. The name 
‘Thomson‘ was not given to the larger stream known as Bream 
Creek until later.

The area was surveyed mostly into 80 acre blocks prior to the first 
Crown Land sales in 1854/56 adjacent to Raven’s 1851 Preemptive 
Run. Settlers such as Cantwell, Dee, Freeman, Jacka, Lugg, Keith, 
McKenzie, Mclean, McIntyre, McConachy, Rankin, Spowart, Trigg, 
Vains, Wallace, Wilson, Windsor, Young …… quickly took up the 
opportunity to purchase the land after the gold rush. 

The land consisted of wild bushland served by mere tracks that 
became a problem in wet winters. A simple living was made by 
sowing a few cleared aces, milking a few cows and cutting wood. 
Primitive homes and rough post and rail fences had to be erected 
immediately. 

FRESHWATER 
CREEK COMPILED BY

JCHERYL BAULCHI

When Dr. Thomson brought out Prussians to settle the 
district, many settled in Grovedale but locally families 
such as the Leibhardt, Seiffert, Kroschell, Stein, Schmidt, 
Kurzman, Baensch, Blobel, Rau, Nitschke, Grabasch 
and Grossman settled further south around Spring and 
Thomson Creeks.

There were two early groups of settlers. Anglo-Celtic 
settlers built a Wesleyan school in 1856 in Dickins Road 
near where it crosses the fresh Duneed Creek, and 
German settlers built a Lutheran church in Blackgate 
Road in 1859. Their church, located on Anglesea Road, 
named Waldkirch, was replaced with a sturdy bluestone 
building in 1868. Later named St David's, the church and 
its cemetery are heritage listed.

The Old Gretna Green Hotel opened in 1859 and was 
soon followed with a post office opening the following 
year. It closed on 25 March 1961 reflecting the changing 
population of the area. It was a few years later that the 
government primary school opened in 1883, and there 
was also an Anglican church. Like Torquay the bushfire 
that swept through the towns from Mount Moriac led 
to the formation of the Freshwater Creek fire brigade in 
1942. There was also a fire lookout on Mt Duneed north-
east of the fire station. The lookout was demolished about 
ten years ago and has not been replaced. 

The foundation of Freshwater Creek followed a pattern 
of most Victorian settlements. A township comprising 
school, church, store and post office, hotel and smithy 
were soon providing basic needs. Many of these 
townships blossomed into sizeable towns; others 
gradually disappeared over the last half century.   Early 
last century Freshwater Creek had a small population of 
just over 100 and has grown to four times that over the 
last one hundred years. 

1983 view along the creek
c1915 Freshwater Creek football team
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DESIGNER, STOCKINDESIGN.COM

The Wesleyan Conference donated land for tuition 
in the Wesleyan building. Actual Denominational 
School records indicate that it was likely 1858 before 
official education began with a government subsidy, 
appointment of teachers and inspectors.   

The denominational system was abolished in 1862 and 
the Common schools were instituted. The Freshwater 
Creek School was leased from the Wesleyans and a 
newspaper report of the time stated that 60 pupils 
attended the opening period, however, by 1862 the 
enrolment had dropped to 27. Four early teachers 
mentioned were Hillard, Bowen, Miller and Wake. 

The original school building was in Dickens Road, and 
after many years of prolonged negotiation and argument, 
a new building was erected on Anglesea Road. 

It was common for Victorian schools to be designed by the 
Government Architect, which were based on traditional 
designs that evolved over time. The schools were built in 
a set of standard sizes and Freshwater Creek School was 
a ‘60-school’, designed to accommodate 60 students. 
The teacher’s residence had two bedrooms. The school 
was heated by an open fire. The kitchen was served by 
a woodfire stove, and the parlour had an open fire.  The 
new building, with teacher’s residence attached, was 
warmly welcomed by all and the school quickly settled 
down to serving the needs of the community.

The centenary booklet referred to these events:

•	 During the First World war period Mrs J W Seiffert 
wrote to the School Committee requesting that 
the Head Teacher be asked to dismiss the children 
promptly “to enable her children to reach home 
before dark”. It is believed this family lived near 
Paraparap, and indicated the strain imposed on 
children of the day as they trudged across sodden 
paddocks and muddy roads. 

•	 The committee erected posters on the gate warning 
swagmen not to camp in the shelter shed (a common 
practice in early days).

•	 The school fence was badly damaged in a district 
fire in 1918. Reports imply that the school itself was 
saved from destruction only with difficulty, a fate 
that has befallen many buildings in the fire prone 
state of Victoria.

•	 The end of the war saw the entire local population 
attend a thanksgiving in the school grounds, and a 
week later Mr W. F. McIntyre provided a decorated 
car for the school to participate in a combined 
service at the Mount Moriac football ground (then 
the racecourse). Children were photographed in 
groups around the decorated cars and all sported 
a flag on their shirts.

STATE SCHOOL 256

 FRESHWATER CREEK

Situated on land granted by the Wesleyan Conference in the Parish 
of Duneed, County of Grant, this Denominational School opened in 
1856. State aid was granted on 1st of April 1856 and a bluestone 
building, 36ftx18ft, was erected. The first HT, Robert Brooks, enrolled 
60 pupils. With the introduction of State schools, Freshwater Creek 
became a Department school and a new weatherboard building, 
which is still in use, was opened on 8th of June 1883, the HT at the 
time being Thomas P. Martin. A teacher’s residence was supplied 
later.

– Vision & Realisation (1973)

JCHERYL BAULCHI

CELEBRATED 101 YEARS OF EDUCATION  1883 - 1984
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•	 During the 1920s the enrolment fell to a low of 13 and 
there was a distinct threat of closure of the school in 
the air; in fact the Department asked the Committee 
if there would be any objection to them closing the 
school. This was the classic case of red rags and 
bulls, with the result that the school was not closed 
but worked part-time with Mount Duneed.

•	 Despite the gloomy conditions prevailing on the 
farms as well as in the cities, the committee began 
to plan a celebration of the fifty years occupancy of 
the school building from 1883 to 1933. The school 
combined with the other local organisations to hold 
a general ’Back to Freshwater Creek‘ function in May 
and over 300 people attended and a Jubilee Tea 
was held in the hall. A Pleasant Sunday Afternoon 
concluded the celebrations at which over 500 people 
were present.

•	 Following the conclusion of hostilities in 1945, the 
electric supply was extended to the Creek and the 
school was connected in 1946 enabling such luxuries 
as radiators, a filmstrip projector, and a better radio 
to be added to the inventory.

The old building was feeling its age and was finally 
condemned. However, it was saved from demolition 
by its acquisition by Deakin University in 1984, where 
students of the Architecture School gave it a new lease of 
life. When the Architecture School no longer maintained 
the old buildings, the Freshwater Creek School building 
was given another lease of life at the newly formed Mt. 
Duneed Regional School formed from the amalgamation 
of Mt. Duneed, Freshwater and Connewarre primary 
schools.

1946 class photo - I. McFarlane Head Teacher

1979  Grade Six wait for instructions while Grade Five look over their 
assignment.
How keen and eager they look!

The original school as it looked in 1979

Sarah Steele with a past pupil
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a specialist anaesthetist. She assisted surgeons at the 
Freemasons, Women’s, Footscray and Sunshine hospitals. 

Esther was a scientist working at the Footscray 
ammunition factory when she met farmer James Terence 
Kelly; they married in 1950 and moved to the farm. 

Ruth was Matron of the Royal Talbot Rehabilitation 
Hospital in Kew.

Winnie and Harry William Garlick met at university and 
were registered as doctors in September 1941. They 
became engaged in April 1942 and married two months 
later. Harry was born on 10 August 1917, the son of Robert 
Costain Garlick and Caroline Lorna Cornu (a member of 
the vigneron Swiss family from Fyansford).

The family also shared their love of the garden, particularly 
roses. Winnie’s other passion was cooking, and she loved 
entertaining when Harry socialized with other doctors, 
scientists or visitors from other countries.

Winnie and Harry’s union lasted until 1976 and produced 
three daughters. 

•	 Beverley Ruth Garlick became an architect and 
designed Winnie’s house on Fischer Street. 

•	 Jill Christine Garlick became an english teacher and 
later accomplished music teacher in secondary 
schools.

•	 Jennifer Margaret Garlick is a ‘potter’ and pottery 
teacher running Bellbrae Pottery, She is also a 
registered nurse now working in mental health.

Harry was a Captain in the Australian Imperial Force 
(AIF) when they married and served with the 13th Field 
Regiment. In 1972 he was elevated to the rank of Colonel 

in the Royal Australian Army Medical Corps (RAAMC). After 
Harry and Winnie's marriage dissolved in 1973, Harry 
married Suzanne Pauline Gunn (1924-1996) three years 
later and they eventually became Anglesea residents.

In 1986 Harry was awarded the Order of Australia for his 
Service to Medicine. He died on 12 May 1991.

Harry, Winnie and the children lived in the Champion 
family home at Camberwell until 1963. They then moved 
to Kew, and Winnie lived in Hawthorn after her separation 
from Harry.

The family rented a house in Pride Street from Doctor 
Robinson for many years before Harry and Winnie 
purchased land in Elaine Avenue on the Church Estate in 
1962. Theirs was the fourth house built on the estate.

Sometime after 1980, Winnie moved to the Fischer Street 
house designed by her daughter Beverley. After a long 
illness, Winnie died on 24 February 2009, aged 91 years 
and was buried at Bellbrae Cemetery.

CEMETERY TALES

Winifred Enid Champion was born at Camberwell on 14 
December 1917, daughter of Alfred Champion (1855-1943) and 
his second wife Una Eaton (1886-1956); they married in 1913. 
After arriving in Australia, Alfred began a sailing cloth factory, 
the forerunner to the well-known tent manufacturing company 
of Champion ‘s Tents and Tarpaulins. Una was a seamstress at 
the factory.

Winifred had four siblings from the second marriage - Dorothy, 
Esther, Ruth and George, born between 1914 and 1919. The 
family lived at 19 Fairholm Grove in Camberwell. She also had 
eight much older half-siblings from the first marriage.

Alfred believed in education for all his children. The boys from 
the first marriage went into the business and kept it going until 
around the 1970s. Two of the daughters became doctors. From 
the second marriage, like their older half-sisters, Winnie and her 
sisters also attended Methodist Ladies College in Melbourne 
and were high achievers too. 

Dorothy, Winnie and George became doctors. Dorothy, a GP 
and George became an obstetrician and gynaecologist. Winnie’s 
initial medical experiences were varied; she did her internship 
in the casualty department at the Royal Melbourne Hospital, 
assisted Dr J Maurice Barrett during 1945 in his private practice 
and was the Ante Natal Medical Officer with the Victorian 
Health Department in the Queen Victoria Hospital during 1947. 
But it was her quiet personality that saw her drawn to become 

TALES FROM BELLBRAE CEMETERY
JVICKI SMITH I

WINIFRED 'WINNIE' 
CHAMPION

Winnie around her 
80th birthday

I m a g e s  J e n n y  G a r l i c k

1940 Royal Women's Hospital - Winnie front right
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W I L L I A M 
B AT T E N
Contributed by Gwen Threlfall

Mt. Duneed History Group

 https://mdpa.weebly.com/blog

William Batten, who was born on 13 December 1815 in 
Cornwall, England was the son of John and Mary (née Bone) 
Batten. His wife Ann, was his cousin, born on 7 December 
1816 in Cornwall, the daughter of Henry and Annie (née 
Roberts) Batten. 

William arrived in Geelong in 1850, farming in the Bellarine 
district soon after. Although successful, he moved to 
Batesford becoming the licensee of a hotel. He started the 
first punt service on the Barwon River in partnership with 
a Mr Connor. On 30 August 1852 he was called before the 
Police Bench to account for the exorbitant charges he and 
his partner levied upon the public. It was claimed that he 
refused to let the police cross free of charge, a claim which 
he denied. He owned the first team of bullocks in the area 
and carried goods to Ballarat at a time when the trip took 
about six weeks. He then took a trip to Europe with his 
wife which took about eighteen months. After returning to 
Geelong he speculated in land, a venture which was very 
successful. He was elected to the South Barwon Council in 

S O U T H  B A R W O N  C O U N C I L L O R

Massingham, G. L., & Clapperton, A. (1896). Wm. Batten, 
1850 [picture] / G. L. Massingham.

1862-1871, 1874-1877 and 1881. He was mayor of the 
municipality of South Barwon in 1867-68. In 1867. When 
the Duke of Edinburgh, second son of Queen Victoria, 
travelled from Geelong to Winchelsea he was met by 
Mayor William Batten and the councillors of South Barwon 
at the Waurn Ponds toll gate where a speech was given 
amid great excitement.

In 1866 he was elected a councillor of the Newtown and 
Chilwell borough council, a position he held for many years. 
During this time, he was a trustee of the Queen's Park and 
was the oldest trustee when he died.

On 21 September 1886 a banquet was held in his honour 
in recognition of his services during a period of upwards of 
30 years' representation in the municipal council.

He died on 13 May 1896 aged 80 years at his residence 
Skene House Newtown, Geelong. He had suffered from an 
acute attack of bronchitis. He was buried in the Church of 
England section of the Geelong Eastern Cemetery.

Ann Batten was born on 7 December 1813 at St Stephens, 
Cornwall. She died on 19 August, 1905 aged 93 years and 
was buried beside her husband.

In a complicated will Batten left a lifetime interest in his 
property to his wife Ann. After she died certain properties 
were bequeathed to various nieces and nephews on 
condition that they gave a cash amount to other nieces 
and nephews. Both his brother Thomas and Ann's brother 
William Roberts Batten had sons named William Henry 
Batten. The son of William Roberts Batten who moved to 
Sydney had an unfortunate accident and died in 1900. He 
was not found by the executors before his death and it 
took until 1905 before his widow could claim his share.

Six blocks purchased by William Batten have a frontage to 
Boundary Road, four have a frontage to Batten Road and 
two have Barwon Heads Road running through them. When 
he died he owned four farms in the Parish of Connewarre 
which were mentioned in his will by the names Robert's 
Farm (leased to M Muller), Hill's Farm (leased to Thomas 
Cadwallader), Munro's Farm (leased to John Bogan) and 
Mount Batten (leased to M. O'Dea). He owned other blocks 
in Marnock Vale, Newtown and Geelong.

William Roberts Batten, born in 1816 in Cornwall, was 
the son of Henry and Annie (née Roberts) Batten. He was 
married to Charlotte Lloyd (1825-1914, and was a brother 
of William Batten's wife Ann.

He farmed land at Marshall which he purchased from the 

Crown in July 23 1855. He later moved to Sydney where 
he died at the age of 69 years on 10 October 1884 at his 
residence, Victoria Terrace, Darlinghurst after a long and 
painful illness. 

He had three children, Carolyn Mary who died in 1859 
aged 7 years, William Henry and Charlotte Catherine.

His son, William Henry Batten, had an unfortunate accident 
on 10 August 1900 which resulted in his death. He left a 
widow, Emily Jean née Craigie and a daughter, Valerie, born 
on 20 November 1887.

The Clement Nash monument in memory of William and 
Ann Batten

Six of these blocks purchased by William Batten have a frontage to 
Boundary Road, four have a frontage to Batten Road and two have 
Barwon Heads Road running through them. When he died he owned 
four farms in the Parish of Connewarre which were mentioned in his 
will by the names Robert's Farm (leased to M Muller), Hill's Farm 
(leased to Thomas Cadwallader), Munro's Farm (leased to John Bogan) 
and Mount Batten (leased to M O'Dea). He owned other blocks in 
Marnock Vale, Newtown and Geelong.
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