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Torquay Museum Without Walls is 
a proud volunteer-run organization. 
In publishing History Matters 
our volunteers do everything 
from research, writing, editing, 
photography and page layouts. Each 
edition also includes contributions 
of stories and photography from 
supporters of our work.

We are very grateful for  the 
support of our  sponsors 
identified opposite and those  
who contribute in any way to the 
magazine.

Volunteers play an important role in 
the operation of our history group. 
They work in a variety of areas 
including research, filing, data 
entry, collections management, 
photography and working with 
community groups.

VOLUNTEER WITH US: We 
welcome new people and you don’t 
have to be an expert in history. A 
friendly attitude and willingness to 
join in is all you need.
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IMPROVEMENT
ASSOCIATION

TORQUAY

c h e r y l  b a u l c h

History of the TIA
Formed in 1889 the Torquay Improvement Association 
has throughout its long history established an impressive 
record of either directly providing community infrastructure 
or advocating for township improvements. 

After the 1886 town sales, houses/shacks began to spring 
up, and bathing boxes along the front beach increased. 
Progress and development needed to be controlled, so 
Harry Rudd, a Geelong tailor who spent many weekends at 
Torquay fishing, proposed forming a progress association. 
The town at the time was called Spring Creek. Hence, 
the initial name was the Spring Creek Improvement 
Association. The organisation’s name was changed when 
the town name was changed to Torquay in 1892. 

The initial meeting in 1889 was held at the office of John 
Longville Price, who was elected President of the new 
group with Harry Rudd, Secretary. Messrs Fischer, Calder, 
Wilton, Beales, H Taylor and J.W. Taylor as other committee 
members. 

Armed with a vision to attract tourists, the Association set 
about improving access to roads and developing better 
sanitation. They protected public land, fought for Taylor 
Park, built the public hall, advocated for a postal service 
to Torquay, electricity, telephone and police services, 
and access to a sewerage system. The TIA also facilitated 
Torquay's first kindergarten. 

After the liquidation of their independent Public Hall 
Company Limited, the TIA committee continued to operate 
and set about increasing membership and focusing on 
fundraising activities to pay debts incurred through the 
improvement of roads or contribution to services for the 
township. They purchased and sold land. Predominately, 
the properties were near the hall along Beales and Price 
Streets. After the bushfire that destroyed much of the 
town in 1940, the community desired a well-trained and 
well-equipped firefighting organisation. Representatives 
approached the Rural Fire Brigade (RFB) (later Country 
Fire Authority). The RFB was expanding after the Royal 
Commission into the1939 Victorian bushfires and accepted 
the town’s request on the provision that the community 
provide the land. The Torquay Improvement Association 
bought land to establish a fire station on the south-east 
corner of Pride and Anderson Street. On 1 January 1941, 
the Victorian Country Fire Brigades Board took control of 
the volunteer fire brigade.

Through the years the TIA provided generous donations 
to various community groups such as $26,494 for Torquay 
Scouts and in 1989, $100,000 was donated toward the 
establishment of Surfworld now known as the Australian 
National Surfing Museum. This donation represented 
$1000 for each year of the TIA’s service to the community. 
Land in Beales Street was sold to finance the donation 
supported by $100 individual donations for the purchase 
of chairs.

A generous bequest was made to the TIA from the estate 
of past president and life member, John Spittle’s and this 
has supported many other community projects as well as 
the development of the second TIA complex at the back 
of the main TIA hall. This complex completed in 2018 is 
named after long serving member, Lesley McQuinn.

Today the Torquay Improvement Association continues to 
support the community. There may not be such an active 
role in the development of Torquay or the financial support 
to other community groups, but the organisation continues 
to provide access to wonderful facilities.

The TIA Hall
The hall was first established in 1894. The current hall 
emerged out of the ashes from the 1940 bushfire that 
almost wiped out the town. and underwent a major 
refurbishment in 1998 and further extension in 2009 
at a cost of around $1.2m. At a special meeting of 
the association in November 1892, a discussion was 
undertaken about purchasing a block of land for building 
a public hall. William Bell was the chairperson who 
encouraged the committee to accept the hall’s design. 
The committee accepted the plan for a hall measuring 40 
feet by 25 feet, with two rooms at the rear.

Immediately the Public Hall Company Limited was 
established as a separate body to purchase land to erect a 
public hall and all necessary outbuildings, fences, and gates 
for religious and educational purposes. The company’s 
capital was £375 divided into 75 shares of £5 each. It was 
officially registered in the Victorian Government Gazetteer 
on 24 March 1893.

Tenders were called and, within a month, the Public Hall 
Company Limited had accepted the tender contract for the 

Follett wedding in the original TIA hall      Image Jan Voss
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hall which was to be ready for opening on 26 January 1893. 
It was planned to have a church service four days earlier, 
conducted by the Rev. A.R. Edgar, followed by a grand 
concert on the 26th when the formal opening ceremony 
would take place with William Bell, ex-Mayor of Geelong as 
chairman.

At the opening William Bell reported that the recreation 
hall was designed by Mr Durran, architect of Geelong and 
built by Messrs J.C. Taylor and Sons, also of Geelong. He 
said that the total cost of the site and building was £300. 
Public money had been raised and  the debt at the time 
of opening was £150 with the hope of clearing the debt 
quickly. He told the audience that the building would be a 
source of pleasure and profit to residents and visitors at 
Torquay.

Rev. C. Robertson held Presbyterian church services 
fortnightly in the new hall.

The six-month financial report in 1893 cited that income 
was moderate, with further furnishing to be purchased. It 
was regretted that half the shares still had not been taken 
up, but the company was optimistic that the finances would 
improve with more houses being built.

However, the depression made repayments impossible so 

by 1898 the bank foreclosed putting the Torquay Public 
Hall Co. Ltd into liquidation. Edward G Gurr was appointed 
Liquidator. Tenders called for the purchase of the building 
and furniture in July that year. The TIA continued to operate 
as a community organisation.

John William Taylor, a member of the TIA committee at the 
time, purchased the hall for the community and the TIA 
took on the task of clearing the debt. They ran concerts, 
euchre nights and later movies proved to be a popular 
activity in the hall.

The Certificate of Title shows that the debt was paid off 
within ten years when the TIA Trustees – J.N. McCann, E.J. 
Taylor were identified on the title as proprietors. 

In 1922 the hall was extended another 24 ft so that it was 
more suitable for a broader range of entertainment. A new 
elevated biograph box to show movies was installed.

The current building replaced the original hall after it was 
destroyed in the bushfire that ravaged Torquay in 1940. 
A.C. Leith and Bartlett designed the new facility in an 
interwar Modern Functionalist style. And just as William Bell 
mentioned in his address at the opening of the first hall, it 
has been socially significant for its important associations 
with community life.

Hidden behind the glass
Those who grew up in the town remember 
the movie nights and many of the antics in 
the hall during the movies and intervals. 
Today there are still remnants of the 
projector room.

Behind a locked door there are vertical 
stairs that take you to a hole in the floor of 
a room where time has stood still. Although 
the reels of movies have gone now and the 
view through the glass windows has certainly 
changed since the building was erected in 
1940.

The photo is the Tableau ‘All Nations’ in the second half of the program. 
Far Left is Lillian Pride, third from Left is Nell Pride Senior (sister of William Henry 
Marsh Pride) and far Right is Rosina Pride.   Images: Margaret Ganly, William Pride 
Family Collection

The Surf Coast Times, 
1/5/204 reports

Fireys thank improvement 
group for donation

Bellbrae fire brigade held 
an afternoon tea as a 
thank you to the TIA for the 
generous donation allowing 
the brigade to purchase an 
oxygen resuscitator, known 
as an oxy-viva.

Bellbrae Fire Brigade with members of the Torquay Improvement Association
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Past Presidents
In the corridors of the Torquay Improvement Association (TIA) hall hangs 
a large honour board to recognise the contribution the committee of 
volunteers has made to Torquay and the TIA. Since its inception in 1889, 
the TIA has had 22 presidents providing leadership and direction of the 
organisation. They have been the link between the community and the 
committee. Col John Longville Price was the first president in 1889.

First Committee
Joining Col John Longville Price on the first committee were:

John Henry Rudd (1862–1939) known as Harry, was a shipping clerk at 
Shannon, Murray & Co. He would walk or ride his horse to Spring Creek 
from Geelong on Friday nights to spend the weekend fishing on the 
bank of Spring Creek, where he used to pitch his tent. Harry pushed 
for the 1886 Puebla (Torquay) land sales, purchasing land in what is 
now Rudd Ave and building his holiday shack he called Brenhilda. Harry 
was also responsible for the establishment of the TIA and its first 
Secretary.

Edward Fischer (1828–1911) was a jeweller setting up a business  in 
Geelong which was at that time a thriving commercial centre, the hub 
for wool export. In 1876 he produced the first ever Australian-made 
trophy for the Melbourne Cup. Edward built his four-roomed house 
in Torquay in 1888, which he called Springside. The house was located 
on the street now called Rudd Avenue, named after another Torquay 
pioneer and his father-in-law. 

Thomas Calder (1860–1915), known as Tom, was a popular teacher 
and Head Teacher. Like his father he was Head Teacher (acting) 
at Geelong's Swanston-street school before his promotion to the 
Chillwell school. Tom was a keen fisherman who camped on the banks 
of Spring Creek and was known to tell many fishing tales. Tom was also 
involved with the Torquay race meetings in the roles of the clerk of the 
course and handicapper.

William Bulgin Wilton (1858-1944) worked in his father's 
tannery until the business was sold to James Munday, later he 
managed Munday's tannery business before establishing his own 
business. William served as a Councillor for the Shire of Bellarine 
for a record 40 years and was also a Justice of the Peace and 
Commissioner of the Geelong Waterworks and Sewerage Trust. 

William Beales (1853-1916), a tailor by trade, was a member of 
the Newtown and Chilwell Council for 23 continuous years and 
the founder of the Newtown and Chilwell Volunteer Fire Brigade. 
William was also a veteran artilleryman and member of the old 
rifle corps. William founded the firm William Beales & Sons, 
Military Tailors. He was known for flying the Jolly Roger flag on his 
front lawn to indicate he was in residence at Torquay.

Henry Alfred Taylor (1856-1909), a builder and contractor in 
the family firm of J.C. Taylor and Sons, went into partnership with 
his brother John William Taylor when their father, John Charles 
Taylor, retired from the business in 1893.

John William Taylor (1854-1921) was managing director of the 
well-known firm J.C. Taylor and sons, founded by his father. He 
was a member of Gordon College and was the first president of 
the Geelong Master Builders' Association. John spent most of his 
leisure time in Torquay and worked hard to make improvements 
around the town. He was the TIA president and a Torquay 
Reserves trustee for many years.
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2022 TIA Hall and Leslie McQuinn Centre at the rear

1970 TIA hall before extensions                               Image Keith Cecil 2018 Lesley McQuinn opening the facility named in her honour after 
decades of service to the Torquay Improvement Association

TIA $100,000 cheque given to Shire toward the development of 
Surfworld

Supporting community concerns

2018 TIA Hall 
aerial

Life Members

Many people have provided considerable hours, advice, and labour 
to the Torquay Improvement Association (TIA).

Life membership is an honour bestowed on members whose 
exceptional, loyal and outstanding service and contribution have 
provided a measurable benefit to the TIA over an extended period 
of time. It should be recognised as the highest recognition that 
can be awarded to a member in acknowledgement of exceptional 
service and contribution.

The first life member was Charles Edward Duke (1876-
1964) who was appointed in 1942. Charles had a house 
in Spring Street, Torquay which had several bungalows 
on it. One was Charles and Alice's bed room, another 
was a kitchen where the family would hang out all the 
time and there were a couple more rooms containing 
beds. 

Images and house description Nat Fisher, 
Charles great-granddaughter

CHANGES OVER TIME COMMUNITY



Page 13 | Page 12 | 

branch. Listeners were consistently impressed by his 
speeches, and one was reproduced on white satin and 
sent to King Edward, which the Palace acknowledged.

John’s brother, Thomas Longville Price (law clerk who also 
owned property at Barwon Heads), bought land at the first 
Puebla (Torquay) township sales in 1886 – Lots 3 and 4 in 
Charles Lane. Two years later, John purchased the land on 
the corner of Charles Lane and Price Street, and then he 
bought the allotment next door from W.P. Carr. Another 
lot was purchased in 1892 along The Esplanade. Finally, he 
built his holiday home, Bromsgrove, which still stands today 
at 2 Charles Lane, Torquay.
After a few years, the town grew quite quickly, with 
permanent and holiday homes being constructed. The 
community needed to accommodate this growth but, most 
of all, the issue was of access. One of the first land buyers 
was Harry Rudd; he called for a meeting of those interested 
in the needs of the Spring Creek/Puebla residents. The 
meeting was held in the office of John L Price, who became 
the first President of the new association, then called the 
‘Spring Creek Progress Association’. Colonel Price was 
a member and President of the Torquay Improvement 
Association (TIA) for many years. Kenyon (1937) credits 
Colonel Price with naming the town, but folklore has James 
Follett as responsible for suggesting the name. However, 
the TIA minutes of the time indicate that Colonel Price was 

in the chair when a suggestion of a name change arose 
and that the meeting decided to request both Barrabool 
and South Barwon Councils to support the name change.

Colonel Price was well respected in the Torquay community, 
which came to rely on his support often. He represented 
many residents in court as they fought charges by police 
or community members and was involved as the legal 
representative in many land transactions.

In both Torquay and Geelong, there are streets named in 
John Longville Price’s honour. So, in Torquay, it was fitting 
that the street where the hall and headquarters of the 
Torquay Improvement Association are located was named 
Price Street.

John Longville Price died at his residence Longville House, 
Eastern Beach, in 1908 and his wife Elizabeth died in 1915.

Sources:
• Kenyon, Alfred (1937) The story of Australia: its 

discoverers and founders 
• Geelong Advertiser 8/6/1866
• Victorian Births, Deaths & Marriages

_________________________________________________________________-
1.  Pescott, J (1985) South Barwon 1857-1985
2.   The Victorian centenary book: a series of records of people 

and firms at the time of the centenary : 1834-35, 1934-35

Elizabeth and John Longville Price from their family photo album 

COL. JOHN 
LONGVILLE
PRICE
John Longville Price, a solicitor, was the son of pioneer 

Simeon Price and was an influential Torquay community 
member. He was a descendant of English aristocracy. 

His mother, Anne Price (née Shepherd), was a daughter of 
the old Suckling family of Kent and Norfolk, of which Lord 
Nelson was a member. The name of Longville (Longueville) 
dates back to the old Norman family.

Simeon Longville Price brought his wife Ann and their 
two sons and one daughter to Melbourne, arriving on 28 
February 1844. Not long after arriving in Melbourne, the 
family proceeded to Geelong. Simeon was one of the first 
assessors of the South Barwon Council.

John, who was born in Worcester, England, on 24 October 
1838, received his education from the private tuition of 
Reverend Scales. He articled with Mr Harwood of the legal 
firm of Harwood and Pincott, Geelong. Upon completing 
his service, he was admitted to the Bar as Barrister and 
Solicitor, setting up his own practice in the building he 
purchased at the corner of Yarra and Little Malop streets. 

In addition to his legal profession, John Longville Price 
was keenly interested in the military. He obtained his 
Commission for the Royal Victorian Artillery and continued 
in the service, reaching the rank of Colonel. On reaching 
this rank he was appointed as Commanding Officer for the 
entire Western District forces, including those in Portland, 

Warrnambool, Drysdale, Queenscliff and Geelong. He was 
an expert rifle shot, winning many trophies. Colonel Price 
was awarded, the Volunteer Officers’ Decoration, with the 
post-nominal letters VD for long and meritorious service as 
an officer of the United Kingdom’s Volunteer Force. 

John Longville Price married Elizabeth Osborne Shepherd 
on 9 January 1868 at the Congregational Church on Ryrie 
Street, Geelong. Elizabeth’s family were from Devonshire, 
England, and there were five children of the union 
consisting of one son and four daughters – John Longville, 
Elsie Myra Longville, Lizzie Longville, Ethelwyn Longville and 
Daisy Ida. The son, John Longville Price Jnr., was educated 
at Geelong Grammar and subsequently studied for the 
legal profession but never entered the practice. 

Colonel Price also found time for public service. He served 
as Councillor and later Alderman in the Geelong City 
Council for many years and occupied the Mayoral Chair 
in 1883. Whilst a member of the City Council, he was the 
initiator of the beautification of Eastern Beach and one of 
its strongest advocates for improvement.

His other passions were astronomy and music, with his 
favourite instrument being the violin.

He was also a foundation member of the Royal Society of 
St. George and was the second president of the Geelong 

Bromsgrove        Image Louise Leightonc h e r y l  b a u l c h
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OF GERMANTOWN AND 
THOMSON'S CREEK

David Dee was born around 1820 in Waterford, Ireland. In 1841 he 
arrived in Melbourne aboard the Diamond, then married fellow 

passenger Ellen Shea two years later at St Mary’s Catholic Church 
Geelong.

Over the following six years, they had three children (Michael, Mary and 
Hannah) while living in Irishtown (between Pakington and Belfast Sts, 
Newtown).

By 1851 they were living in Germantown (now Grovedale) as farmers, in a 
2 room home on 4 acres near the current Peter Street. Further children 
(Thomas, Martin and Bridget) were born in Germantown.

In 1856 David was granted Crown land Lot 14 and 15 (101 acres each) 
in Puebla Parish (on what is now Blackgate Rd) and built a 4-room home 
there.

However, a year later, David was knocked off his horse by a tree branch, 
causing his death at age 33. Before the accident, he had enjoyed 

two nobblers of wine at the German Town Inn (since 
demolished) and then rode off towards home in the dark.

The Inquest into his death determined 'he was not a 
habitual drunkard ... he was advised by a witness not to 
drink that evening as he had a very bad road to travel over. 
He was in the habit of riding fast.'

David was buried in the Catholic section of Geelong’s 
Eastern Cemetery on 3 November 1857.

David’s death left his wife Ellen with six children between 
the ages of two years and 13 years to support.

Ellen continued to farm their Puebla land (together with 7 
acres of land in Germantown) with the help of her eldest 
son Michael.

In 1870 Ellen’s misfortune continued when her daughter 
Mary died at home, aged only 22 yrs. 

The Geelong Advertiser reported, 'The funeral procession 
was a very long one, and reached from the top to the 
bottom of Moorabool St'. Mary was buried with her father, 
David.

Ellen’s children Michael, Hannah, Thomas and Martin took 
advantage of new land made available near Pyramid Hill 
from 1874 and took up Crown leases there, but three years 
later, Michael died from cancer, aged 33.

Ellen was still farming her Puebla land with only her youngest 
daughter Bridget to help, so she put her Germantown land 
up for sale.

Her remaining three children at Pyramid Hill married 
shortly after: Thomas to Margaret Buckley, Hannah to John 
Ervin, and Martin to Bridget Stritch. Margaret and John 
were Irish Catholics who had travelled north from farms 
near Geelong.

In 1893 Ellen died aged 71 and was buried in Geelong 
with her husband, daughter Mary and son Michael. Her 
daughter Bridget married James Fowler two years later and 
lived in Geelong. They were also buried in the family plot.

D E E 
FA M I LY

LEANNE FAGG



Page 17 | Page 16 | 

GUY FAWKES
N I G H T

Celebrated on 5 November, 
it was a popular event 

on the annual calendar  
for young  people and 

communities. 

Fireworks have been a popular feature of celebrations and festivals from 
the first years of settlement and continue to delight us during celebrations. 
though today we are mere spectators of the fireworks display.

For any young child growing up in the suburbs of the 1950s, 1960s and 
1970s, Cracker Night was right up there with your birthday, Easter, and 
Christmas. Do you remember as a child going to the local milk bar, corner 
store, or newsagent clutching your pocket money carefully saved for your 
November purchases of explosives?  

We would also celebrate Empire Day in May, which was about observing 
Queen Victoria’s birthday and tied to the backyard ritual of igniting fireworks.

Guy Fawkes Night was a real community event. Neighbourhoods would 
build huge bonfires topped with an effigy of Guy Fawkes. The effigy was 
called 'Guy' and made from sticks and old clothes to burn on the top of 
the pile, similar to a scarecrow! If there were no private bonfires, one could 
always go to a local park where there would be one.

c h e r y l  b a u l c h

For weeks before the big night, families would add their 
flammable contribution to the pile, mostly dry branches 
and surplus building material with the odd chair thrown 
in too.

Fireworks were sold in the weeks leading up to the big 
event. You were only limited by how much money you had 
saved in readiness for cracker night - Catherine wheels, 
flower pots, Tom thumbs, penny bangers, double bangers, 
Roman candles and of course, an array of skyrockets in 
different colours and sizes.

While Tom thumbs were designed to be let off at once, 
to be thrifty, you could unlink the wicks and end up with 
20 individual crackers. Children were very inventive with 
fireworks. Blowing up toy soldiers, model cars or often 
people’s letter boxes.

While the firecrackers lit up the sky, and everyone had a 
wonderful time, there were always children or even adults 
at the doctors or in hospital that night or the next day, 
from burn wounds or accidents, often eye injuries from 
the fireworks! Frequently fire brigades were called out 
to attend fires when trees or hedges caught alight, and 
sometimes, these fires spread.

As a result, fireworks and cracker nights were stopped in 
the early ‘70s. In Victoria, fireworks prohibition for the sale 
of fireworks occurred in 1982.

Guy Fawkes Day, celebrated on 5 November, originates 
from the Gunpowder Plot of 1605, a failed conspiracy 
by a group of provincial English Catholics to assassinate 

the Protestant King James I of England and replace him 
with a Catholic head of state. The plan failed when the 
conspirators were betrayed. One of the conspirators, Guy 
Fawkes, was taken into custody the evening before the 
attack. He was in the cellar where the explosives to be 
used were stashed. The other conspirators were all either 
killed resisting capture or—like Fawkes—tried, convicted, 
and executed. 

In the immediate aftermath of the 5 November arrest of 
Guy Fawkes, caught guarding a cache of explosives placed 
beneath the House of Lords, James’s Council allowed the 
public to celebrate the king’s survival with bonfires, so 
long as they were 'without any danger or disorder.'

Fireworks, a major component of most Guy Fawkes Day 
celebrations, represent the explosives that were never 
used by the plotters.

Working-class children would often solicit combustible 
materials for the bonfire from wealthier neighbours, 
often with the aid of songs. One of the best known songs 
or rhymes dates back from the 18th century:

Remember, remember, 5 November
Gunpowder treason and plot
We see no reason
Why Gunpowder treason
Should ever be forgot….
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It is a sad thing to have to record the passing of significant people, 
but in gathering to celebrate their lives you realise a broader impact a 
person’s life can have and how grief that may feel intensely personal 
is shared by a much broader community. Such is the case of Russell 
Graham’s passing and the impact felt by the Torquay and Australian 
surfing community. Russ had been crook for a while but it was still a 
shock to realise he was gone. 

There is much that I would tell you about this beautiful, funny, 
charismatic bloke who I know will be missed deeply by so many people. 

Russell grew up a short walk from the ocean, and joined the legendary 
North Narrabeen Boardriders Club, establishing friendships there that 
would remain throughout his life. He spent time on the New South 
Wales south coast fishing and abalone diving.

Russ came to Torquay in the early 70s riding a bus that had been 
converted into a combination camper/surfboard factory. You can 
explore this story further in an old Tracks magazine article titled 
Happiness is a Warm Bus (actually the article was called Ginger Meggs 
And The Heavy Metal Kids). The name he chose for this adventure 
was Change Surfboards. I’m not sure if that title was a statement or a 
challenge. It didn’t take long for Russ to be embraced by the close-knit 
coastal community that was Torquay at that time. 

He met and fell in love with Barb and settled into making surfboards 
and growing kids. He had room to move, the backdrop of the beach, 

making surfboards in a proper factory, and enjoying life 
in Jan Juc before moving to a Californian style bungalow 
on a big block in old Torquay. He and Barb watched their 
children Leigh, Corey and Liza all become part of the 
extended family of salty characters in this surf centric town. 

There is much to remember and love about the man. He 
was such a quirky, good humoured bloke, he had an impish 
and playful sense of fun. I can’t ever recall him being truly 
angry, and similarly I can’t remember him ever saying no to 
people visiting the factory to have boards made or repaired. 
So many people came through the factory and left smiling 
from their interaction with Russ or having a beautiful new 
board under their arm. I have often wondered how much 
simple joy Rusty shared with thousands of people over the 
years. 

Having spent years under the guidance of Midget Farrelly, 
Russell had been trained by the best when it came to 
making surfboards, and he could 
confidently tackle every aspect of 
surfboard manufacture. It always 
freaked me out when Russell’s friends 
came to visit the factory, people like 
Midget Farrelly, Simon Anderson, 
'Wicka' Hardwick and an ongoing 
list of the county’s best surfers and 
shapers, surfers like Ted Spencer, 
Bob Mctavish, Kingsley Knackers 
Kernovske, and Mike Croteau all did 
stints in the rippy factory, pumping 
out sculptural delights. Russ glassed 
every board, wrapping them in resin 
and fibreglass; watching him work was 

poetry in motion, no wasted effort, a craftsman at the peak 
of his field, and so it was for years. It wasn’t just glassing 
though - Russ could do the lot - glassing, sanding, pinlining, 
polishing, laying up fins . . . there are a few famous named 
surfboards out there that collectors might be shocked to 
discover were actually shaped by Rusty, under the gun and 
unable to get the boards from recalcitrant shapers.

Long before collecting surfboards became a thing, Russ 
had an extensive collection of vintage boards. He loved 
them, and would shove them in the rafters of the factory 
or stash them at home, realising that each was a piece of 
the surfing puzzle. I’m not sure he ever counted them, it 
wasn’t about that, but I remember one day at the factory 
asking Russ how many timber surfboards he had. He just 
shrugged, so I started counting . . . in and around the factory 
and leaning up against the fence at home were over 24 
wooden boards - just wooden boards, there were stacks of 
others. Of course, this was a solid connection for us here 

Russell and Liza

Images Barb Graham

s t o r y  b y  c r a i g  b a i r d
a u s t r a l i a n  n a t i o n a l  s u r f i n g 
m u s e u m

A surfboard rests on a stand 
as it awaits repair in the main 
workroom at the Moonlight 
Laminating factory.

Russell fell in love with Torquay and a girl named Barb

HEART 'N
SOUL
R.I.P.  RUSSELL   GRAHAM
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at the surfing museum, being able to draw on an extensive 
collection of significant surf craft to share with our visitors 
and benefitting from Rusty’s vast surfing knowledge. But 
Russell was way more involved than that. He built many of 
the permanent display elements when the museum was 
being set up. Stumped up his own cash to help see the 
museum become a reality, and produced almost every 
tribute surfboard in the Australian Surfing Hall of Fame -  
such a great legacy just within the four walls here.

It would be wrong to talk of Russ without making a 
connection to all the surfers, friends and family who knew 
and loved him for the spirit he shared, his generosity, and 
that twinkle in his eyes. There are some pics from the 70s 
(including a beautiful family portrait that hung in Russ 
and Barb’s home) of a bearded Russ, 80s pics of him with 
shortish hair and a moustache, but most will remember him 
looking like the 4th musketeer with ponytail, moustache 
and goatee, unmistakable, never ordinary.

Russ was a hoon! I’ll never forget a huge burnout he did in 
his old XB ute outside the old RipCurl shop/factory when the 
main road was still a two way street. People are probably 
unaware that for several years Russ won the Sports Car 
division of the Victorian Hill Climb Championship, collecting 
his Championship trophy each time in front of a packed 

house filled with Australia’s greatest car racing 
names. He is the only person I know to have 
bought a car, raced the car and then sold it 
without his wife ever being aware it existed. He 
was the car whisperer, cars were magnetically 
drawn to him, often rare or unusual, always 
interesting. 

He regularly competed in the Victorian Hill 
Climb Championship and the Geelong Motoring 
Revival. It seemed he always had secret projects 
on the go, in the rafters at the factory or stashed 
on a mates property. I remember a funny 
moment with him once at home where he shut 
the garage and told me he loved looking at the 
cars through the crack in the door. His Sunday 
morning runs down the Great Ocean Road in 
his yellow clubman made him very familiar with 
regular users of that road.

It is hard to believe that he is gone, he was such 
a positive and fun part of this town.

There is probably nothing I can say that would 
ease the loss for Barb and his kids, just know 
that your loss is our loss, and to all those many 
people who know and loved him, I guess like me 
it will be impossible to forget him. 

                Aloha, Rusty long may you ride . . .

Graham worked for Rip Curl before branching out on his own as 
Moonlight Laminating, glassing shapes for some of the sport’s top 
surfers. Photo: AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SURFING MUSEUM

THE MCCONACHY
COLLECTION

MARTIN HOOPER

The McConachy Farm fronting Hendy Main Road, Bell-
brae, Lots 22, 23, 24, 25 (Parish of Paraparap)

Hendy Main Road

Freshwater Creek

In researching and writing history, one gets all sorts of stories and materials passed on from time to time. Recently a large 
padded envelope arrived in the writer’s mail box from a Mr P McConachy of Castlemaine.  

The name ‘McConachy’ first came to my attention when looking at some of the Harvest Festival Services that the Bellbrae 
Methodist church held. On the Monday after the Sunday church service, the produce was auctioned and a social gathering 
was held in the Bellbrae Mechanics Institute Hall. In the 1950s, Mr A McConachy was one of the auctioneers.  

In 1963 Phillip McConachy, as a two-three year old, left the Bellbrae District where his grandfather Mr A J McConachy and 
family had lived for about 25 years. It is clear from the collection that Mr Arthur McConachy and family had been active in 
community life in Bellbrae and particularly in administrative manners for the Bellbrae Methodist Church and the Bellbrae 
Mechanics Institute. 
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The McConachys had a farm of about 750 acres on the 
north side of Hendy Main Road. (Figure 1) Freshwater 
Creek ran through their farm. From the Barrabool Shire 
rate books, it appears that A J McConachy bought this farm 
in about 1940 from a Mr Coles.  

Mr Maxwell John McConachy, Phillip’s father, died tragically 
in 1961 at the very young age of 24 years, in a farm truck 
accident. Two years later in 1963 the McConachys departed 
the district. A local newspaper (The Coastal Independent) 
operating out of Torquay reported on the departure of the 
McConachys.  

THE COASTAL INDEPENDENT VOL 3 NO 48 4 DECEMBER 
1963  - FAREWELL TO BELLBRAE RESIDENTS

A farewell tendered to Mr and Mrs A J McConachy, Mrs 
McConachy Junior, and son Phillip at the Bellbrae Hall was 
attended by district residents, friends and relatives. 

On arrival the lady guests were presented with orchid sprays by 
Misses Julie Keith and Valda Imer.  

Mr and Mrs Harrison supplied music for dancing and games, 
and the Master of Ceremonies was Mr E Bufton. Soloist was Mr 
J Trickey with guitar accompaniment.  

Mr H Imer, President of the Social Committee, introduced Mr 
Baker, President of the A P P U who spoke of Mr McConachy’s 
sterling and untiring efforts of the A P P U of which he was 

treasurer for many years. Mr Steel President of the Freshwater 
Creek, Bellbrae Fire Brigade spoke of the great help given 
by Mr McConachy.  Councillor Petit endorsed the previous 
speakers’ remarks and said Mr and Mrs McConachy had lived 
in the district for over 25 years and had been active in all 
local organisations – A P P U collector for Red Cross, School 
committee, Hall committee, Fire Brigade, Methodist Church 
and Tennis Club. Mrs McConachy and Mrs McConachy Junior 
had also been active in all local activities. Cr Petit then made a 
presentation to the McConachy family and wished them all the 
best for the future. Mr McConachy thanked the speakers and 
the residents for the presentation and kindnesses to him and 
his family. The evening concluded with a homemade supper. 

However, Arthur McConachy continued to have an 
association with the Bellbrae Methodist Church from 
his Belmont address of 27 Morris Street as much of the 
communications concerning Bellbrae Methodist Church 
was addressed to there. 

The McConachy Collection covers primarily financial and 
administrative matters such as funds collected and receipts 
for payments associated with the Bellbrae Methodist 
Church (Figure 2) and the Bellbrae Mechanics Institute 
(Figure 3), sometimes referred to as the Bellbrae Hall. 

Figure 2:  Bellbrae Methodist Church, the original building.  It was replaced in 1957

Bellbrae Methodist Church items include materials 

associated with:

(1) the State Savings Bank of Victoria, Belmont Branch 
– statement of accounts, cheque book butts (some 
items associated with building of new church in 1957), 
lodgement book 

(2) Receipts associated with Electricity supply, SECV  

(3) Receipts and notifications associated with building and 
content insurance  

(4) Miscellaneous Receipts – Including from Shire of 
Barrabool for installation of culverts, fire brigade 
concerning fire extinguishers 

(5) Numerous receipts associated with contributions to 
mission work and Christian education including (a) the 
Methodist Babies' Home, South Yarra, (b) Peace Memorial 
Homes for Children, Burwood, and (c) Migrant House, 9 
Peary Street, Belmont.

(6) Correspondence with Department of Health concerning 
lighting in toilets. There was some concern about the use 
and safety of lanterns. 

(7) Newspaper clipping on Farewell to McConachys

(8) There was a series of quotes from various painters 
to paint the church from 1966.   Ah, yes one quote was 
shown in both dollars and pounds. (Some older folk will 
remember the year of our change to decimal currency.)  

Bellbrae Mechanics Institute items include:

(1) A letter from State Electricity Commission of Victoria 
concerning the installation and supply of mains electricity 
to Bellbrae Mechanics Institute ( June 1951)

(2) Receipt for annual rent paid for use of land to 
Department of Crown Lands and Survey (e.g.  £1 for 1 year 
for 1955) 

(3) Receipts for repair and tuning for musical instrument 
(including the piano)

(4) Request for access to allow inspection by Department 
of Health

(5) Receipts for Insurance covering building and contents

(6) Receipt for supply of electricity to Bellbrae Hall

(7) Receipt for rent associated with hire of Bellbrae Hall

Arthur James McConachy, son of Thomas John McConachy 
and Hannah Victoria McConachy (née Tilley) was the grand 
age of 86 years old when he died.  

Event Place Year/ Age Reg No

Birth Winchelsea 1896 15204/1896

Death Geelong 1984/ 86 13133/1984

Note: Mrs Jan Morris a well-known and respected 
local historian at Anglesea was a McConachy and has 
researched and co-authored a book, 'One Man's Family 
- Thomas McConachy and His Descendants'. Thomas 
McConachy of Winchelsea was the father of Arthur James 
McConachy and great grandfather of Phillip.

References

The McConachy Collection held at Bellbrae Uniting Church

The Shire of Barrabool, Rate Book

Valda Connelly personal communication

https://prov.vic.gov.au/search

https://www.bdm.vic.gov.au/research

Figure 3:  Bellbrae Mechanics Institute (and Free Library)
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BELL FAMILY 
LETTERS

BY
JCHRIS BARRI

Collections of letters, diaries, postcards, and 
family documents provide fascinating insights 
into past times, allow historians and writers to 
recreate stories of earlier times and provide 
wonderful data and first-hand information 
about life in a different era. The collection of 
letters and other items related to the Bell family 
from Bellbrae and the Geelong area of Victoria 
includes items dated from 1871 through to 
1970. This is one of the stories that emerge 
from that collection

Mary Bell and her granddaughter Naomi Bell 
shared a love of travel in an age where the 
only means of travel between Australia and 
the United Kingdom was by boat. As a result, 
both women ended up living in a country on the 
opposite side of the world to where they had 
grown up. Mary travelled to Australia by ship 
to take up residence approximately 43 years 
earlier than the time when Naomi made a new 
life for herself in Ireland. This is their story of 
their freedom and adventures because of their 
life-altering decisions.   

Mary Stewart Bell, née Singer, was the daughter 
of Captain Alexander Stewart Singer (24th 

Regiment Bengal Native Infantry) and Clara 
Singer née Johnstone. She was born in Calcutta, 
India, on 17 June 1837 and left India at the 
age of 9 months to live in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
with her grandparents, Reverend Dr Singer 

John Calvert Bell and Frances Bell (c1890s)

Granddaughters Naomi, Honor and 
Clara Bell

and Anne Singer, née Stewart. In 1851, at the age of 13, it 
appears that she was attending school at Conchan on the 
Isle of Man.  

In 1860, at the age of 23, after her mother died, Mary 
decided to follow her only brother, William Duncan Singer, 
to Australia. Her uncle, Captain Alexander Johnstone, was 
also living in Australia. Her younger sisters, Clara (aged 19) 
and Annie (aged 21), also accompanied her on the voyage 
aboard the ship Yorkshire. The voyage took three months 
and during the journey Mary met her future husband, 
James Bell, aged 30, who was also travelling to Australia. 
The ship arrived in Melbourne during January 1861. 

Mary appears to have gone to live with her uncle, 
Alexander, at his property near Carranballac and recalled 
in 1930 how she felt 'very much alone' while there because 
of the vastness of the property. James and Mary settled 
at Woolbrook in the Teesdale area of Victoria after their 
marriage at Christ Church in South Yarra, Victoria on 

7 May 1861. The couple had two sons, John Calvert Bell 
(born 1861) and Alexander Singer Bell (born 1863) and a 
daughter Clara Johnstone Bell (born 1866). After the death 
of her husband in 1877, the property Woolbrook was leased 
by the executors of her husband’s estate and Mary went to 
live in Melbourne during early 1878. In January 1879, Mary 
decided to return to England with John, known as Jack, 
Alexander, and Clara as ‘in order to complete the education 
of her children she deems it advisable in their interest to 
make a European tour and take up her residence for some 
years in her native country’.  

The 1881 England census has the family, as well as Mary’s 
sister Anne, residing in Bristol where Mary’s occupation of 
‘Officer’s widow’ was appended with ‘and Assistant Sheep 
Farmer Australia’. She was 43 years old at the time and her 
children were aged 19, 17 and 14. It appears that her niece 
Jessie Bell, aged 20, and Dora Bell, were employed by Mary 
Bell during this time. 

Bell family out the front of Woolbrook homestead
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By 1887, Mary and her children had returned to Australia, 
with Mary and her son Alexander attending a fancy-dress 
ball at Government House, Melbourne, on 15 July 1887. 
Mary resided at Morven on Glenferrie Road, Malvern. 
Mary once said that after coming to Australia, she used to 
listen for sounds while outside – even for the song of a 
bird. It was a sharp contrast to her upbringing amidst the 
backdrop of Edinburgh society with family connections and 
as an 18th cousin to Queen Victoria. One can imagine her 
delight when the town of Teesdale began to develop and 
she was held in high esteem in the local community there 
prior to her move to Melbourne. 

Naomi Frances Woolbrook Bell, known as Mid, Middy or 
Midge, was the second daughter of Frances Ellen Bell née 
Wilson and John Calvert Bell. She was born on 20 August 
1887. Together with her sisters Clara and Honor, she 
attended Sacred Heart in Geelong before transferring to 
Mary’s Mount in 1900. She wrote several letters to her 
parents during the period 1897 to 1901. These letters 
provide an insight into her first experiences of living away 
from home. 

Naomi left school in 1906 and appears to have been living 
with her father and aunt in 1908. During 1909 and 1910, 
she spent some time staying with her grandfather and 
Aunt Miss at Teesdale, Victoria. Her enjoyment of travel 
is evident in letters written during this time. In 1910 she 
wrote to her father and aunt about her disappointment at 

the prospect of missing out on a trip to Lorne:

I feel just disheartened for I’ve saved up to go to Lorne and 
have everything ready – I spent last Xmas here all alone 
with A Miss & Grandpa & it wasn’t too pleasant:

In 1912 Naomi travelled to Europe with her cousins, Lois 
and Marjorie Bell, who were the daughters of her uncle 
Alexander Singer Bell. The trio departed Melbourne in early 
April 1912 and headed to Hobart aboard the Argyllshire. 
The weather in Hobart was, as noted by her grandfather 
Charles Wilson from a report in The Argus newspaper, 'wet 
and uncomfortable' at the time of their visit. After Hobart, 
they were to head to Adelaide and then on to Port Said. 
Their journey was keenly tracked by her grandfather who 
wrote on 10 April 1912:

I shall send you some notes about my old haunts. 
Brompton Square, Earls Court, Storeys Gate &c &c so that 
you may see the grounds my feet have trodden – many 
many years ago. I fear you will have a warm time in the 
Red Sea. Thank goodness not for long. I made a mistake 
in telling you that Equator crossed Cape Guardafie – it is a 
good deal south of that & Tropic of Cancer crosses about 
halfway up the Red Sea – so you will be out of the tropics 
before you reach Ismailia, but old NNS will know all about 
that. You will see much, of deep interest, and I hope the 
whole voyage will be delightful to you…

By October 1912, Naomi and her cousins were living in 
Vienna, and she had written to her father and aunt of 
their plans to move to a residence from where they were 
originally staying. Even on the other side of the world, 
Naomi stayed up to date with the latest news from home 
and included in this letter a description of all the latest 
matrimonial happenings back home. 

Naomi talked of visiting Bell relatives during her time abroad 
when she returned to England in 1913. On 16 July 1913, she 
visited the Isle of Sheppy.  Plans were afoot for the trio to 
travel to Scotland on 2 August 1913 to visit relatives. Their 
trip was to include time in Edinburgh and Kingussie and 
Naomi wrote that she had been told that 'Inverness shire 
can’t be beaten for beauty' and her hopes that they were 
'in for a good time'. Naomi had decided against buying a 
Burberry coat while they were in Scotland but wrote of the 
benefits and savings that her cousins would make because 
of their plans to do so. A letter written in November 1913 
contains a brief mention of having received an invitation to 
go back to Scotland, but no detailed report of where she 
had been and what she had seen while there. Christmas 
1913, however, was expected to be spent visiting Paris 
with Lois and Marjorie instead, as Scotland was regarded 
as expensive. 

Naomi and her cousins left London to sail back to 
Melbourne around 5 June 1914. Their departure was 
forecast in a letter dated 27 May 1914 where Naomi wrote 
about what she hoped for their arrival in Melbourne and 
who she hoped to see when they disembarked. There was 
a strong reminder that her father and aunt should be there 
with 'the kids' – understood to be her younger sister Mary 
Kathleen Alexandra Bell and her brother Harold George 
Bell. 

While she had been away, Naomi had met her future 
husband Charles O’Byrne, known as Paddy. Her cousin Lois 
had also met her future husband Dr George Leonard Lillies 
while they were abroad. In 1915, Naomi was still residing 
in Australia with reports of visits to see her Aunt George 
and Uncle Sandy, who lived near Wagga Wagga, New South 
Wales, as well as her cousins Marjorie, Lois and Jim. A letter 
from her sister Clara, indicates Naomi’s disappointment 
at the amount of time that had elapsed since she had 
seen Paddy and that this wouldn’t change during August 
or September 1915. It is not known when she returned to 
Europe as there are no letters between 1916 and 1918 that 
indicate her whereabouts. It is reported that after the end 
of the First World War, she visited the grave of her brother 
Harold who died in 1917 on the Western Front. 

On 4 November 1919, she married Captain Charles Edward 

O’Byrne at St Joseph’s Church, Malvern. The newlyweds 
returned to the UK via New Zealand and Naomi settled in 
Dublin, Ireland. 

Around 17 August 1920 she was operated on to remove 
her appendix after a bout of appendicitis which required 
three weeks of recovery. She wrote about how well the 
operation had gone in a letter to her husband on 28 August 
1920. Sadly, Naomi died on 23 December 1920 after more 
illness in the preceding days and a subsequent emergency 
operation.

Mary Bell outlived her granddaughter by 11 years but one 
could definitely say that they shared a sense of adventure 
and appreciation of travel. Their experiences, although 
forty years apart, are indicative of the freedom to explore 
and develop an understanding of new places. 

Naomi Frances Bell with her husband Captain Charles Edward 
(Paddy) O'Byrne
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CEMETERY TALES

Doris Henderson is another local centenarian who is buried 
at Bellbrae cemetery. Doris, a retired teacher, was born 30 
June 1912 at Essendon, the daughter of Axel Henry Bernhard 
Hillberg and Martha Isabel née Silvester, his third wife.

Axel, born in Gottenburg, Sweden, arrived in Australia in 1886 
and was naturalised in 1913. After marrying in 1908, Axel and 
Martha moved to Geelong in 1909, identifying himself as a 
produce merchant or shopkeeper.

Doris grew up in Geelong, attending Geelong High School 
and was a member of the local Presbyterian Church. She 
participated in the school choir and was a backstroke 
representative at the school swimming carnival. 

After leaving high school and completing her teaching 
studentship, Doris was appointed in 1934 to Newbridge 
Primary School in central Victoria, near Bendigo. Doris married 
William Ian Henderson in 1938, and they set up a home in 
Hamilton, where William was a staff member with the Union 
Bank.

Their union produced three daughters – Judith Mary (1941-
2018), Natalie Rae (1949-2016) and Helen (no information 
available).

William joined the Air Force for three years in 1943. William 
worked for the ANZ bank, so he and Doris moved around a 
lot. Between 1949 and 1968, they lived at Traralgon, Cohuna, 
Wedderburn (Korong Vale), Rutherglen, and Camperdown. 

William died on 14 August 1984 at Torquay, aged 68, and was 
buried at Bellbrae cemetery. Doris lived nearly another 30 years. 
She died on 30 October 2013 at Cohuna Retirement Village, 
aged 101 years and was buried with her husband, William.

Doris (Thelma) and William buried 
together at Bellbrae Cemetery.

William Henderson enlistment image
Image National Australia Archives

TALES FROM BELLBRAE CEMETERY
JVICKI SMITH I

DORIS THELMA 
HENDERSON



W I L L I A M  G 
M CK E L L A R
Contributed by Gwen Threlfall

Mt. Duneed History Group

 https://mdpa.weebly.com/blog

William Gilbert McKellar was born in 1811 in Middlesex, 
England. He came to Australia at the age of 40, in October 
1852, on the Cossipore. He brought with him his wife Maria 
Esther née Jones, five sons and two daughters.

He was a councillor and first chairman of the Shire of South 
Barwon, serving from 1857-1860. He was on the committee 
of the Chamber of Commerce from 1855 to 1861 and was 
chairman in 1860. William was a director of the Geelong 
branch of the Bank of New South Wales and on the Liverpool 
& London & Globe Insurance Co. management committee 
when the Geelong office was established.

The family lived at Fernside, a property of 10 acres in Highton. 
William returned to England in May 1861 with some of his 
family and spent the final years of his life in England, dying at 
Weston-Super-Mare in January 1898 at the age of 85 years.

Fernside

S O U T H  B A R W O N  C O U N C I L L O R

A map in 'The Early Days of Highton and 
Belmont' shows WG McKellar's residence on 
the south side of Roslyn Road near the corner 
of Scenic (Boundary) Road. A block opposite, 
running between Barrabool and Roslyn 
Roads, has WG McKellar's name on it.

The Geelong office of the Liverpool & London 
& Globe Insurance Co built at 51 Moorabool 
Street in 1856. In the mid 1970s the building 
housed Savvas Restaurant.
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