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Torquay Museum Without Walls is 
a proud volunteer-run organization. 
In publishing History Matters 
our volunteers do everything 
from research, writing, editing, 
photography and page layouts. Each 
edition also includes contributions 
of stories and photography from 
supporters of our work.

We are very grateful for  the 
support of our  sponsors 
identified opposite and those  
who contribute in any way to the 
magazine.

Volunteers play an important role in 
the operation of our history group. 
They work in a variety of areas 
including research, filing, data 
entry, collections management, 
photography and working with 
community groups.

VOLUNTEER WITH US: We 
welcome new people and you don’t 
have to be an expert in history. A 
friendly attitude and willingness to 
join in is all you need.
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My early memories of Fishos start at about age 5 (1954). Before then 
my family would stay at the Surf Beach Caravan Park. I learnt to swim 
in the surf and looked like drowning quite often before my mother 
would grab me. As a toddler I was terrified of the Hayden’s big pointy 
wooden surf skis that would come crashing towards me even though 
I was in-between the flags. No hat, no sunscreen but after a whole 
day on the beach my whole back could be one big blister. The best 
part about the surf beach was the black rubber type boogie boards 
with handles at the top. You could only hire them for one hour and I 
would nag mum all day for yet another hour and another hour.

At the caravan park even at a young age of three or four I would wander 
all over following my brother. My greatest injury came jumping off the 
little bridge to get golf balls. The golf club house was on the caravan 
park side of the creek and the golfers had to hit over the creek and 
then walk over the bridge. Someone had thrown a broken bottle into 
the creek. My knee was slashed wide open and I still have the huge 
scar to this day.

I loved chasing Mr. Nairn as he delivered milk to all the campers at 
Christmas time. He would toot the horn on his blue utility and always 
had a lot to say with funny jokes.

However, my parents, Betty and Norman Ainsworth, fell in love with 
Torquay and purchased a block of land in Darian Road I think for 
several hundred pounds. 

So our beach then became the beach where no one went to swim; 

Fisherman’s Beach. The Esplanade was yellow gravel and 
stopped at Cowrie Road. There was a little shed on the 
beach that held the dreams of local fisherman that one 
day a safe harbor would be built. It had a painting on the 
side displaying what they thought a sea wall harbor would 
one day look like.

Our holiday house was slowly built using second hand 
bricks, and friends would come and help construct it.

Half of the house became our weekend home. Dad loved 
fishing and each weekend we would leave Melbourne and 
head for Torquay.  During school holidays my brother and 
I would stay at the Torquay house with our Scottish Nana. 
Summers meant freedom to roam the beach and Torquay 
even though we were very young.

We spent many hours playing on the Scammell wreck. The 
wreck would come and go near 'The Gap' (now known as 
Whites Beach). The tides would cover it with sand then 
weeks later uncover it. We would not walk too far past ‘The 
Gap’ as the beach became quick sand…..or so we thought.

The sand dunes were mountains we 
could jump off. No one warned us 
that they were full of tiger snakes but 
somehow we survived. My brother 
John spent hours collecting bullets 
from what we thought was an old 
Cobb and Co coach track. Later we 
found out that Torquay was used 
during both wars by soldiers in 
training.

Dad would spend hours fishing off 
the beach. He would catch lots of fish 

of all kinds. We always had fish to eat. 

In 1960 the family moved permanently to our holiday 
home in Torquay.  Norm was able to buy a boat and I 
learnt very quickly that the calm sea you see is not the sea 
a few miles off shore. I knew I was a car sick person and 
very quickly learnt that I could get very sea sick as well.

The men launching their boats from the beach soon 
became good friends. It was from this friendship that in 
1961 the Torquay Motor Yachting and Angling Club was 
formed. A meeting was held at the Torquay Public Hall on 
the 17 November 1961 and so began the TMYAC. Most of 
the men remained friends until they all passed away.

The foundation directors were John Pawson (Torquay 
Hotel Owner), J Poole, Alec McKenzie (Owner of Tor-Haven 
Caravan Park), Owen Yateman (Torquay’s Professional 
Fisherman) and Colin Troy (Torquay Newsagent and father 
of surfer Peter Troy).

Many local names can still be seen on the board in the 
clubrooms.

Rescue boat 'Betty II' in action.

Betty II one of two rescue boats 
named after Betty Ainsworth.

Ray Wilson sailing at Fisherman's Beac

Images provided

FISHERMAN'S
BEACH
BY ANNE (AINSWORTH) UDVARDY
DAUGHTER OF NORMAN AND BETTY AINSWORTH
SISTER OF JOHN AINSWORTH
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A large shed was first constructed and the club members 
were able to meet socially for BBQs. 

In some of my mother’s writings of the past she recalls 
that John Pawson organized an old house to be moved 
down onto the beach parking area and for it to be bricked 
up by locals. 

This became the first main club house. Many of the wives 
formed an auxiliary to fund raise. Gene McCann, Betty 
Ainsworth, Jean Pawson and Winifred King to name a 
few. Champagne and chicken days were held with raffles 
comprising crayfish, and the club rooms would bulge with 
people. Easter time brought large crowds to the McCann’s 
Wombah Park property for BBQs or wool shed dances. 
The land was still farming land and the new estates on the 
other side of the creek, now North Torquay, had not been 
built. To cross the creek you had to walk along the beach 

and wade through the water. At Easter time we would 
go up onto the McCann’s sheep farm to collect the most 
wonderful tasting mushrooms.

As the TMYAC grew, fishing competitions were organized 
during the year and ‘Brag Boards’ were established. Many 
of the actual fishing competitions were named after early 
members.

The problem of launching boats on Fisherman’s Beach led 
to the need for a boat access ramp. I can remember the 
constant banging of the pylons into place on the beach. 
From our home in Darian Road it seemed to go on for 
weeks. The ramp was finally completed in 1964. After 47 
years a second access ramp had to replace the old one as 
the concrete was no longer viable. The second ramp was 
built in 2011.

Launching boats over the dry sand area became easier 
but it still led to problems at the water’s edge. A group of 
men then formed the tractor club. This also helped those 
visitors who came down to launch or retrieve boats in the 
sea and who had little knowledge of the dangers.

Spending long summer days on the beach it was part 
of the fun to see how many cars would be caught in the 
waves and the incoming tide. Then it would be the tractor 
club that would be called on to save them.

It was the likes of John Spittle and other farmers who 
would bring down their farm machinery to clean the soft 
sand away from the end of the ramp to help the cars 
launch their boats.

During the early years of the TMYAC a Junior Yacht Club was 
formed. The meeting was held at the Torquay Hotel with 
John Pawson guiding the young people. John Ainsworth, 
Barry Boocock, and myself along with several others had 
started to spend long days out on small yachts. This lasted 
for several years.

By the early 80’s the TMYAC became very popular with 
the yachting community in the growing town. However 
power boats and yachts launching from the same area 
was difficult. Yachts left on the sand made it hard for boat 
owners to launch and retrieve power boats.

There was much discord amongst members and as can 
be seen by the news article a truce was reached.

Formation of the now Torquay Sailing Club took place and 
they moved to the area along the beach closer to Darian 
Road.

The TMYAC was dissolved in January 1982 and the Torquay 
Angling Club was born.

With so many boats now out on our waters Norman 
Ainsworth saw the need for a new marine surveillance 
station. A Coast Watch Radio was set up in Norm's 
home and local fisherman were able to have peace of 
mind knowing they were able to contact someone in 
an emergency. Norm was also able to give weather and 
storm warnings and take vessel location reports.

There became a need for rescue service as the years 
went by. As the Ainsworth family lived in Darian Road 
it was taken for granted that when help was needed 
Norm Ainsworth would be ready to help along with so 
many other local TMYAC members. On many occasions 
Norm used his boat to go out to save everything from 
parachutists off course, boards and kayaks pushed out to 
sea, fishing boats in trouble and even the surf lifesaving 
boat needed to be rescued.

On one of these rescues …. John Ainsworth and Owen 
Yateman using Norm’s boat were recommended for 
bravery awards

It was because of the above that Norman Ainsworth saw 
the need for the growing area of the coast to have its own 
rescue service.

Norm Ainsworth along with Adri Dijksman and Pat 
Duncan formed a steering committee to raise money. 
They commenced an appeal to raise the money for a 
rescue boat. In 1984 The Torquay Marine Rescue Service 
was founded.

House purchased from Illife Anderson and moved from Gilbert Street 
being bricked up.

Note the launch ramp and motor boats behind the yachts.
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The first cheque of $5,000 was donated by the Torquay 
ANZ Bank. 

Many local companies along with government grants 
enabled the first rescue boat to be bought. The boat 
was called the Betty A after my mother. Betty Ainsworth 
spent many hours on the typewriter sending letters 
seeking assistance for fund raising. She was the 
unofficial secretary.

With a new boat and a new service a new building was 
required. This was built in 1985.

The rescue service could not operate without the 
dedication of volunteers. They not only have to spend 
many hours training but must be on call.

Since 1984 the TMRS has had two boats, the Betty A, and 
Betty 2. They  have also had a jet boat named Ken Wall, 
the sea legs is named Amanda and the current jet skis 
are Peter and Patti.

My brother, John Ainsworth was a chairman when the 
second boat was purchased.  The new tractor (2020) to 
help launch the boats is called “The Big John Ainsworth”.

The ashes of my father and mother (Norman and Betty 
Ainsworth) were taken out to sea in the Betty A. Captain 
on the day was Greg Baeck.

My brother’s ashes ( John Ainsworth) went out to sea in 
the Betty 2. Captain on the day was also Greg Baeck.

The rescue service now has jet skis specific to rescue.

The Rescue Service has been able to perform a much-
needed service to the community over the past years 
due to the volunteers who have committed so much of 
their own time to the training and the welfare of those 
at sea.

Norm Ainsworth with cheque

Betty Ainsworth launching the first rescue boat named after her

Jan Menzel, life member of the Torquay 
Angling Club is one of the longest serving 
members of the club having joined the 
Torquay Marine Yacht and Angling Club in 
the 1970s. She served on the committee 
as Treasurer for 25 years. 

The old launch ramps showing also the house from Gilbert Street

Torquay Marine Rescue & Torquay Angling Club rooms at Fishermans Beach

Old launch ramp seen from the air
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The big clippers bringing immigrants and cargo to 

Melbourne and Geelong usually made their first 

landfall at Cape Otway on the coast of Western 

Victoria, now known as the Shipwreck Coast. For 

many, the long journey resulted in disaster. The majestic 

sailing vessels were a challenge to operate. The loss of the 

vessel, her cargo and crew often occurred when charting 

unknown waters, darkness, bad weather or error in 

judgement. 

The western entrance to Bass Strait is divided by King Island 

forming two channels. The southern channel, littered with 

reefs, forced mariners to choose the narrower northern 

channel. As there were no lights on King Island until 1861, 

ships hugged the Victorian coast seeking the Otway light 

which had been completed in 1848. Both coastlines claimed 

many victims ranging from large international vessels to 

smaller coastal traders.

To make the journey safer light houses were constructed on 

both sides of The Heads at Queenscliff and the Mornington 

Peninsula. and along the western entrance to the heads. 

The last to be built was the Split Point Lighthouse, known 

affectionately as the White Queen and a welcome sight for 

ships after rounding Cape Otway.

At the end of 1887 the Victorian Parliament discussed and 

decided to make provision in the estimates for the erection 

of a lighthouse at Split Point, on the coast near Airey’s Inlet. 

However further progress was slow.  In June 1890 the 

Victorian Public Works Department accepted the tender of R. 

Anderson & Son to erect the lighthouse tower and quarters 

at Split Point, Airey’s Inlet. The plan was for the Split Point 

light house to be seen just as the Cape Otway or light at the 

Heads was lost from view.

A great many vessels had been wrecked between Bream 

Creek and the Eagle’s Nest. Charles Beer, coast pilot, giving 

evidence at the Bancoora wreck marine enquiry, stated 

that a light at Eagle’s Nest had been discussed since 1854. 

He believed that had there been light earlier, many wrecks 

would have been averted.  As the light house was being 

built another wreck, the Canadian ship Joseph H. Scammell, 

fell victim to the confusion of lights on the coast during wild 

storms when the captain lost view of the Cape Otway light 

and was unable to see the lights at The Heads.

LIGHTING
THE  COAST

SPLIT POINT LIGHTHOUSE

1880   Eric The Red

1858   Grange
1881   Miranda
1888   Gazelle
1932   Casino

1857   Annie
1923   Woolomai

1911   Speculant
1891   W.B. Godfrey

1856   Osprey
1863   Anne

1881   Hereford
1902   Inverlochy

1854   Columbine
1856   Ant
1876   Sussex
1886   South Milton

1891   Joseph H Scammell

1891   Bancoora

1853   Earl of 
Charlemont

1848   Theto
1849   Princess Royal
1850   David
1852   Conside
1852   Portland
1853   Sacramento
1853   Black Boy
1854   Columbia
1859   Lady Harvey Anonyma
1868   Light Of The Age
1868   Phoenix
1870   Yarrow
1875   Don
1883   George Roper
1886   Gleneuse
1890   Holy Head
1894   W.J. Taylor

1857   Champion

Apollo Bay

Wye River

Lorne

Torquay

Barwon Heads
Breamlea

Anglesea

Split Point

Cheryl Baulch

Source State Library Victoria

Source: http://hikingfiasco.com/Source: State Library Victoria

SHIPWRECKS ALONG OUR COAST
Only four wrecks after the Split Point 
Light House became operational, 
these are coloured.
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The tower, built of concrete with spiral stairs, is opulent 

inside. Quarters for the keeper, as well as two assistants, 

were constructed of wood. The height of the tower is 34 

metres (112ft) standing 66 meters above sea level and the 

white light is visible 37 km in clear weather and the red light 

30 km showing when a vessel approaches too closes to land. 

Though originally it was reported that as long as the mariner 

kept a red light in view his vessel was clear of the reef. 

The project was completed on time. In July 1891 building 

works were completed; installation of the light was the 

responsibility of the government and completed by the 

end of September. The original light source was vapourised 

kerosene, then in 1919 it was converted to acetylene and 

automated. Conversion to mains electricity took place in 

1972.  The light still operates today.

Is red or white the danger light?

Tending to the lights was a challenging task. Gordon Reid 

tells of one keeper’s solution to the problem in his book, 

From Dusk Till Dawn.

“The keeper at Split Point at Airey’s Inlet in Victoria did not 

exactly sleep on the job but he did not see why he should 

be deprived of his social life at night. He scratched a small 

hole in the black paint on the back of the lantern, which 

prevents the light shining inland and annoying residents. 

This keeper, Richard Joy Baker, scratched the hole to 

line up with the Airey’s Inlet Hotel. Each time the lenses 

rotated, the light winked through the hole, assuring the 

keeper (who had retired to the hotel) that all was well.”

The cottages adjoining the lighthouse were originally built 
for the head keeper and his two assistants. The head 
keeper resided in the large residence, and the semi-
detached residences were occupied by his assistants. 
A speaking tube was used for cottage communication 

LOCAL COASTLINE LIGHTHOUSES 
PROVIDING or HAVE PROVIDED

 SAFE PASSAGE:

•	 Cape Otway light opened 1848

•	 The Cape Schanck Lighthouse was built in 
1859 as the second coastal lighthouse at 
the southernmost tip of the Mornington 
Peninsula. The 21 metres tall tower was 
built from limestone.

•	 Port Phillip Heads Lights - The entrance 
to Port Phillip Bay is graced by three 
lighthouses, the Black Lighthouse (1862) 
at Queenscliff is made of unpainted black 
stone, one of three in the world also known 
as Shortland Bluff or Fort Queenscliff 
because it stands within the fort. There 
is also the White Lighthouse (1863) at 
Queenscliff which replaced the 1854 light 
station and there is the Point Lonsdale 
Lighthouse (1862).

•	 McCrae (Eastern) Lighthouse guided 
mariners through the South Channel on 
the eastern side of Port Phillip Bay for over 
a 100 years until decommissioned in 1994. 
The tall timber skeleton framed structure 
had been transported to Australia by sea 
and erected in 1883.

•	 Aireys Inlet, Split Point Lighthouse 
completed 1891

purposes. Tasks included tendering the light by night, 
keeping the flame 7.5cm high and, during the day, 
they washing spray off the windows and polishing the 
lenses. They also communicated with passing ships and 
recorded the weather. 

Another of the tasks was the quarterly practice with rocket 

and life-saving apparatus, usually in front of residents and 

visitors. The Herald reported in 1904 that the task involved 

indicating the position of the supposed wreck of the good 

ship “None Such” and a red flag was placed near the light 

house. The rocket apparatus, with lifeline, attached to a 

stick in the barrel of the gun, was set up not far away at the 

base of the lighthouse. Everything having been prepared, 

Mr Clark, the lighthouse-keeper, fixed the elevation, and 

allowing a windage of about 50 yards, applied a quick 

match. A hissing sound was heard before the rocket went 

on its errand of mercy. The rocket line passed over the flag 

thus representing communication between shore and the 

distressed vessel. A whip line, followed by a hawser with a 

buoy attached, was drawn aboard. The crew of the vessel 

attached the hawser and the passengers were drawn over 

the course in the buoy. The practice took just over half an 

hour indicating how quickly they could come to the aid of a 

distressed vessel close to the beach. 

In 2015 a new modern LED (light emitting diode) light 

source was installed to replace the incandescent lamp.  

Just after the tender was accepted the project hit a bumpy 

road when W. P. Carr, on behalf of allotment owners at 

Eaglehawk Estate complained about the fencing in the 

reserve not leaving a roadway for property holders and 

the general public. Resolution was found and the Customs 

Department left a roadway one chain wide between the 

lighthouse and the private property.

Source State Library Victoria

Current sign with white light the longest

Victorian Government Gazette, 3 July, 1891
Note the warning is that the white light means vessel too close

Source: State Library Victoria

Source: State Library Victoria



In the mid-1850s, the church or private operators established local schools 
that charged tuition fees. Before the 1872 Education Act school was a luxury 
that many families could not afford. The 1872 Education Act made Victoria the 
first Australian colony (and one of the first regions in the world) to offer free, 
secular, and compulsory education to children. The 1872 legislation required 
all children aged 6–15 years to attend school unless they had a reasonable 
excuse.

Parents who did not send their children to school were liable for fines of up to 
five shillings for a first offence, with the penalty increasing to 20 shillings for 
each repeat offence.

Following the 1872 Act, a new curriculum had to be devised, and teachers 
were recruited and trained.

Children spent most of their time on the 3 R's – 'reading, riting and 'rithmetic' 
in the classroom. Today we would call this reading, writing and maths. Once a 
week they would do geography, history and singing. The girls would learn how 
to sew.

School was extremely strict. If you did not behave, you were in "big trouble"; If 
you got an answer wrong you were often made to sit in the corner wearing a 
Dunce's cap. If you did not sit up straight, you might have to sit with a wooden 
stick up your back. If you misbehaved, you could be beaten with a cane or hit 
across the knuckles with a ruler. Thankfully, this is not allowed any longer.

In the 19th and early 20th centuries, one-room schoolhouses 
were the norm in rural areas. A single teacher taught grades 1 
through to 8 together.
A picture of the reigning monarch hung on the wall.
The youngest kids sat in the front and the oldest in the back, 
with the teacher on a raised platform at the front of the class.
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Many private schools opened after the government 
decided all land belonged to the Crown and began 
selling the land during the 1850s. Schools at Pettavel 
and Freshwater Creek were the first to open in 1856. 
Over the years schools opened and closed with 
fluctuating enrolments. When farmers suffered from 
harsh conditions on the land children helped on the 
farm or the families moved away. The Jan Juc (now 
Bellbrae) school opened in 1861, Mount Duneed 
opened in 1878, and Torquay opened in 1900. They are 
the three schools to have survived over the years, and 
continue to operate today, although on different sites. 
Today, with the coastal area's increased popularity, 
state schools now include Torquay Coast Primary 
School, Surf Coast Secondary School, and many 
other independent schools have been established.

The first Mt Duneed State School which was destroyed by a bushfire during 
WW2.

STEP BACK 
IN TIME - SCHOOLS

IN RESPONSE TO CALLS FOR THE 
CANCELLATION OF STATE AID 
TO RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS THE 
GOVERNMENT CHANGED THE 
LEGISLATION AND DETERMINED THAT 
UNDER THE NEW SYSTEM EVERY STATE 
SCHOOL SECULAR INSTRUCTION 
SHALL ONLY BE GIVEN.

BY
JCHERYL BAULCHI

1872 EDUCATION ACT

ONE ROOM SCHOOLS THE NORM

INSIDE JAN JUC STATE SCHOOL

A fireplace blazed in the winter.

With no central heating, schoolhouses relied on fireplaces 
and, later, wood stoves to stay warm.

Children stacked the wood logs and often took turns starting 
the fire each morning.

GETTING TO SCHOOL
There was no transportation to get to school.
Most schoolhouses were built to serve students living within 
four or five miles, which was considered close enough to 
walk.
Some kids walked while others rode horses to school.

Source: Keith Cecil

Right top: Connewarre School
Right bottom: Jan Juc classroom 1915
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EDUCATION WEEK CELEBRATE WITH US......

FRESHWATER CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL
The first school was situated on land granted by the Wesleyan Church, 
this Denominational School opened in 1856. State aid helped build a 
bluestone building. The first Head Teacher was Robert Brooks, with an 
enrolment of 60 pupils. With the introduction of State schools, Freshwater 
Creek became a department school and a new weatherboard building, 
was opened on 8 June 1883. The Head Teacher at the time was Thomas 
P. Martin. A teacher’s residence was supplied later.

MOUNT DUNEED SCHOOL
The school opened in 1878 originating from school No. 107 Bream 
Creek, established in 1862 by the Church of England. The name was 
officially changed to Mount Duneed in 1865. Land was purchased for a 
State School in 1875. Two years later the brick building accommodating 
80 pupils, was completed. Andrew Abercrombie, was appointed as the 
first Head Teacher with 131 pupils. After the school was destroyed by 
a bushfire in 1944 with new buildings completed in 1946. The school 
merged with Freshwater Creek and Connewarre to become Mt Duneed 
Regional Primary School on a new location.

BELLBRAE PRIMARY SCHOOL
Once known as Jan Juc, the school opened on 12 August 1861 with an 
enrolment of 35. William Cook, the first Head Teacher, remained for 
sixteen years. Jan Juc began as a National School with A.E. Butler as 
Correspondent. Later it became a vested Common School under the 
Board of Education and received the number 319 in 1863. Of brick and 
stone construction, the school accommodated 60 pupils; it had a four-
room wooden residence detached. In 1873 the Department acquired the 
school.

BREAMLEA PRIMARY SCHOOL
The Breamlea Progress Association successfully requested in1951 that a 
school be provided and offered the hall for lease as a temporary school 
building. SS 4696 Breamlea opened in the hall the following year with 
Francis C. McGarry as Head Teacher. A site was secured and an unused 
school building at Barwon Heads was removed and relocated there. It 
was first occupied on 31 January 1955. The school closed by Ministerial 
Order on 14 January 1966.

CONNEWARRE PRIMARY SCHOOLS
The original Connewarre School was opened in 1858 by the Church of 
England. Twenty years later it was replaced by a bluestone school which 
was dismantled, and a new wooden complex took its place. This Bluestone 
School Road institution finally closed in 1993, when a state government 
decision resulted in the consolidation of district schools. 
The Connewarre East School, run by the Presbyterian Church, operated 
from 1864 until 1875. The Education Department reopened it in 1885 on 
another site. In 1926 the building was relocated to become the Barwon 
Heads School.

PARAPARAP STATE SCHOOL
It opened on 12 December 1909 with Ralph E. Heaton as Head Teacher 
Di Cavanagh recommended the establishment of this school to operate 
part-time with SS2 630 Pettavel. The Department leased a building for 
the purpose, after E.E. Hendy, together with the Progress Association, 
advocated its establishment. The school closed on 9 November 1951.

PETTAVEL STATE SCHOOL
Head Teacher William Savage established a non-vested Presbyterian 
School on 1 October 1856. In 1858 its average attendance was 31 (14 
boys, 17 girls).  Formerly called Duneed its name changed to Pettavel 
in 1884, probably because of its situation on Pettavel Road. A leased 
building served the school which closed on 31 September 1884. Next day 
SS 2630 Pettavel, of which Alfred Hansen became Head Teacher replaced 
Connewarre school No. 196.

TORQUAY STATE SCHOOL
Although established on 1 May 1900 in temporary accommodation, 
Head Teacher Alice Meagher did not open the school until 23 
September with 16 children. In 1905, a 5 acre site on Bristol Road was 
purchased by the Department. A weatherboard, single-room school, 
was constructed on the site and occupied in 1910. With the growth of 
population in Torquay, additional rooms were built. The school moved to 
Grossmans Road in 2000.

It took over 100 years, but with the population growth of the Torquay area two new schools opened this century. Surf 
Coast Secondary College and Torquay Coast Primary School.

An exhibition of education in the past  https://bit.ly/local-schools-exhibition

Histories of local schools  https://www.torquayhistory.com/brief-history-of-torquay/schools/

Video by Torquay Primary School (1999) looking back at schooling   https://youtu.be/Bin39EXr-Y0

WebQuest activity for students brings all these stories together  https://bit.ly/local-schools-WebQuest

More information on the education of students in the district can be 
found on our website www.torquayhistory.com
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The Karaaf wetlands are a hidden gem in our area. They form 
the Eastern boundary of the Shire, wrap around the Point 
Impossible headland, and extend down the Thompsons Creek 
at Breamlea, where they are joined by the Breamlea Flora and 
Fauna Reserve. 

Before white settlement the extensive saltmarshes 
were occupied by the Wadawurrung people. They had 
a plentiful supply of food, especially eels (buniya), fish 
(kuwiyn), duck (bernarr) and yam daisy (murnong). The 
tribes would make camp at the mouth of the creek, find 
shelter, and stay for lengthy periods of time. 

William Buckley spent much time taking refuge at Point 
Impossible. The book The life and Adventures of William 
Buckley, written by John Morgan in collaboration with 
Buckley and published in 1852, describes Buckley's time 
living with the Wadawurrung people. It details his love of 
the Karaaf, both as a source of food and shelter but also 
as a place where he sought solace and where he could 
spend time at one with nature. 

He built a substantial hut with turf-covered logs close to 
where the river runs to the sea. It was set up in the dunes 
where he had a good vantage point to look out for tribes 
approaching. He built a fish trap across the mouth of the 
creek and trapped large schools of bream, dried them, 
and had storage of food for the winter. Buckley called the 
Karaaf "his favourite spot."

Tim Flannery contends in his forward to a reprint of the 
story of Buckley's 32 years living with the Wuddarung 
that he could understand why the Karaaf appealed to 
Buckley so much. It was teeming with life. Its muddy 
flats were riddled with the burrows of worms, crabs and 
shrimp that fed the huge numbers of birds and fish. A 
sand dune protected the estuary from wind and the 
landscape and was perched between the ocean and the 
placid creek. It had a deeply appealing aspect. Elephant 
seals and sea lions abounded on the coast between 
Indented Head and Torquay. Eels were present in such 
numbers they could feed a tribe for months. Water 
birds dotted the area in almost unbelievable profusion, 
including brolga and magpie geese.

In 2022 our Karaaf is under threat. Both Surf Coast Shire 
and Parks Victoria acknowledge the impact of a property 
boom and an endless hunger for development in the 
area. Urban stormwater is flooding into the once pristine 
wetland, which needs saltwater to survive.

 The Karaaf is continuing to be damaged by stormwater 
and is now being invaded by freshwater plant species, 
and its saline vegetation is suffering from dieback.

 Darren Noyes Brown from the Greater Torquay Alliance 
and members of the Sands Residents' Group are rallying 
support to save these beautiful wetlands. They are having 
clean-ups (you can volunteer to help) and are lobbying to 

have the Karaaf given international Ramsar protection. 
Take a walk along to the end of the Esplanade. There is 
a track to walk or ride along, shielded from the ocean 
wind through the wetlands. Enjoy the perfect solitude as 
William Buckley did, listen to the birds and watch them 
take flight over the wetlands. 

Knowledge of the glorious area and how precious it is will 
help raise voices to protect it.

Image Vic Rippon   @art_by_v

Image David Turner

Image David Turner

OUR BEAUTIFUL 
KARAAF
CHRIS BARR 



Page 21 | Page 20 | 

THE TORQUAY 
CONNECTION

MCCANN

The interest in stone by the McCann family is a long-lived one. 
Previously a whaler and a stonemason, Nicholas McCann was 
operating his own quarry in the Geelong area as early as 1844. 
Peter and William Nelson McCann, his sons by successive wives, 
followed his footsteps, as noted in the last edition of History Matters. 
William was the first Victorian born MP serving as a member of 
the Victorian Legislative Assembly for South Grant from 1861 to 
1867. He left Victoria for America after his conviction for forgery in 
1867, but Peter remained, moving into the building business as a 
contractor. He had been interested for some time in the limestone 
deposits at Batesford, using them both for making dripstone filters 
and building stone. 

Peter and his wife Elizabeth (Begley) had 16 children. Three of 
Peter's sons – John Nicholas, Sidney Herbert and Wesley Burrett – 
all followed in their father's footsteps. There were three other sons 
– one died in infancy and one early in life; the other was the Rev 
Jonathan Peter McCann, a prominent minister with the Methodist 
Church.

John N was taken into partnership by his father for developing the 
Waurn Ponds project trading as P McCann & Son. They established 
the lime kilns at Waurn Ponds to burn the waste from the quarry for 
use as building and agricultural lime.

c h e r y l  b a u l c h

Sidney, much more interested in building 
stone, continued on at Glencairn, and 
Wesley turned his attention to cement, 
following his father in the leadership of the 
noted Fyansford works.

The family has enjoyed living and working 
on the land for generations. While the 
family built their business on the land 
resources of stone, they also built strong 
pastoral enterprises at Glencairn, Dryden 
and Highview. Two early Ceres homes of 
Nicholas - Glencairn and Dryden continue 
to be in the hands of a family member, 
descendants of Nicholas' grandchildren 
Sidney and Wesley. 

Woolondoon at Balliang near Anakie followed 
as a successful sheep farming enterprise when brothers 
Sidney Herbert and Wesley Burrett purchased it in 1925 
from Lara Lands P/L. Wesley took the southern half of 
Woolondoon and Sidney the northern half, which until 
recently was still owned by one of Sidney's grandsons. 

Peter Maxwell 
McCann, Wesley's son, 
managed Woolondoon 
until 1939, when he 
acquired his father's 
interest in the 
property.  

Peter married Brenda 
Marden just prior to 
the outbreak of World 
War 2. He enlisted in 

the Voluntary Defence Corp in 1942, a position he held 
until the end of the war. Woolondoon was well known 
for the quality of the fleece from its sheep. In 1947 the 

family moved to Geelong for access to schools for the 
four children and after three years, sold the property. 
Peter purchased land consisting of 363 acres in 1951 from 
Alan Seiffert and called it Woolbrae. The property had 

Wesley Burritt (1874-1961) launching the train named after him at the cement works.

John Nicholas McCann (1851-1921)

Peter McCann (1828-1908)

1983 Peter Maxwell 
McCann(1913-1983)

Last glipse of Woolondoon 1950

Woolondoon - Don, Nerida & Rod with friends in sheep yard
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Thomson's Creek running through the middle. Over the 
years, the Woolbrae estate grew in size as additional land 
was added to the holdings. 

During his Woolbrae time, Peter Maxwell was also 
appointed a director of the cement company in 1956, 
during his father W B McCann's chairmanship of the 
Fyansford Cement Company. After his father, Wesley 
died in 1961, Peter Maxwell was appointed Chairman of 
the company in 1963 and retained this position until he 
retired in 1982. In acknowledgement of his contribution, 
the company planted and dedicated a memorial grove of 
trees at Fyansford in 1984 – Peter Maxwell's retirement 
concluded 90 plus years of active involvement with the 
Fyansford cement industry by this branch of the family, 
started by his great grandfather Peter in 1890.

Some portions of Woolbrae have been sold with the old 
homestead on McCann's Road sitting on a 48-acre piece 
of the original property now featuring equestrian facilities. 
Still in the family, owned by Peter Maxwell's daughter, is 
Adiren Park, located on the former Woolbrae property at 
the northeast corner of the Surf Coast Highway and the 
north side of Blackgate Road, which Peter gifted to his 
daughter Nerida. 

Peter Maxwell's uncle, John Nicholas, was not involved 
with Woolondoon. Instead, he established JN McCann 
P/L, which was separate from the cement business. The 
company was a distributor for the cement company and 
established other business opportunities in the building 
trade. John's son Herbert William McCann enjoyed 
a successful business career across the cement and 
building supplies companies. Still, he also held extensive 
land interests and was a keen judge of horses and cattle. 
Herbert William's son Frank and his family moved to 
Lilydale when Herbert purchased the Green Point and 
Yarrawalla farms at Coldstream in the Yarra Valley. Frank 
managed the properties until he moved to Torquay. After 
the sale, new owners later transformed the property into 
the Chandon Winery. 

Links were established with Torquay as early as 1913. 

John Nicholas McCann became a member of the Torquay 
Improvement Association when Emma ( John Nicholas) 
McCann purchased the southern corner allotment on 
The Esplanade and Anderson Street.  She subdivided it 
in 1925, keeping The Esplanade frontage for herself and 
selling to Cecilia (Herbert William) McCann the half in 
Anderson Street where many family holidays were spent. 
They sold the house in 1953, and the company ( J McCann 
& Son P/L) purchased 44 Anderson Street in early 1954. 
The company, J McCann & Son P/L, consisted of Frank and 
his brother John Herbert McCann after the death of their 
father Herbert William in 1943. 

It was 44 Anderson Street where John Herbert McCann, 
known as Jack, and his family holidayed until the early 
2000s. Jack's daughter Pam remembers how her mother 
Mavis was not keen to go on holiday because of the extra 
work it entailed. However, Jack told her not to worry, that 
they would eat out. So each night, Pam, her two sisters, 
and their parents would get dressed up and walk around 
the corner to Two Bays Restaurant for dinner. 

With the three branches of the McCann family now living 
or holidaying in Torquay, the extended family spent a lot 

of time together.

The four McCann girl cousins (Bev, Judy, Pam and Nerida) 
had wonderful times at Torquay back beach during 
the school holidays and Easter and Christmas. Before 
surfboards became more popular, they rode their blow-
up rubber mats (Surfos) from out level with Haystacks 
right into the beach. They also body surfed and rode 
round 'skiffle boards 'on the edge of the water along the 
back beach and would walk around the beach to swim in 
and dive into the Bird Rock pool.

Jack's brother Frank, also enjoyed holidays in Torquay, 
so Frank with his wife Jean purchased a holiday house in 
Munday Street in 1948. The family lived in the house for 
a short time; subsequently, his children Bill, Bev & Judy 
McCann attended Torquay Primary School, which Bill 
recalls as his best school years. 

Herbert McCann's sons, his cousin Peter Maxwell and 
their families were in and around Torquay. With farming in 
the blood, it made sense that they would be interested in 
local farming properties that would come on the market. 
After Peter Maxwell McCann had developed Woolbrae at 
Mount Duneed, it was not long before prime farming real 
estate became available through the sale of Stretton Park, 
which caught the eye of these McCann families.

The Stretton Park Auction was the legacy of Andrew White 
(1829 – 1900), a grazier and civic leader. He expanded 
his late 1850s Geelong property holdings south of the 
Barwon River when he purchased in 1861 Elias Harding's 
two pastoral runs – Salt Water Creek Run in Connewarre 
and Mt Pleasant Run at the site of the current Torquay golf 
club. Over the next ninety years, Andrew's and his family's 
land holdings stretched from Mt Duneed to the coast.

Sallie Ramsay remembers that "during the war years 
(WW2), slit trenches were dug at various spots across the 
Middle Run, the part of Stretton Park between the Wool 
Shed and Torquay. Also, there was a gun emplacement 
up on Point Danger ready to shell the bathing boxes and 
Fisherman's Beach." 

"Dad ( John Wilfred White) was paid a salary by Stretton 
Park and was given a princely ten shillings a week extra 
when he married Mum; I don't think he got any extra for 
me! They got half a sheep a month or, maybe, a fortnight 
from Stretton Park and some veggies from the vegetable 
garden at Hillside but grew a lot for themselves at Torquay."  

After Andrew died in 1900, the family continued the 
farming operations. At the end of the 1940s Stretton Park 
was taken over by the Soldier's Settlement Commission, 
but in the end they didn't want the property. The family 
decided to sell the property anyway.  They sold their 
collective holdings of 9800 acres of grazing and agriculture 
property called Stretton Park at one of the largest public 
auctions in 1952.

Peter Maxwell McCann, already owning neighbouring 
allotments north and south of Bream Creek (Thomson's 
Creek), snapped up Lot 5 on the auction subdivision plan, 
which was on the north side of Blackgate Road and part 
of Crown Allotments 52 and 53. The acquisition meant 
he owned all the land between Torquay and Horseshoe 
Bend Roads and Blackgate Road to what was known as 
Wholers Lane, until the family lost their home in the 1944 
bush fire. The road was then referred to  as Ellis  Road 
until it was officially named McCanns Road. The Ellis family 
owned the last house and some acres on the north side 
of Ellis Road to Horseshoe Bend Road where old Mrs Ellis 
was still living when Peter bought the first section of the 
Woolbrae property in 1951. Later, after Mrs.Ellis died Peter 

Stretton Park Auction plan

Peter and his family moved into Woolbrae 20 Feb 1954

Blackgate Road

McCanns Road
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McCanns enjoying the beach - Peter's arm holding daughter 
Yola, Don, friend Alison Laird, Nerida and Rod 

Frank McCann (child) with parents Herbert William and Cecilia
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bought her house and the land attached to it. He moved 
a Dutch couple he’d sponsored to come out from Holland 
and work at Woolbrae into the Ellis family home. Then the 
road was officially named by the Shire after Woolbrae was 
established by Peter McCann.

In his youth, Don played a big part in helping his father 
Peter Maxwell farm Woolbrae during weekends and school 
holidays after the family moved from Geelong into the 
renovated homestead in late 1953. He continued working 
on the family farm and managing his career as an adult. 
However, as his father's role in the cement company 
became more demanding during the 1970s and early 80s, 
Don worked on Woolbrae full time and managed his own 
farm. He supported his mother by running the farm after 
his father's death in 1984 until Woolbrae was sold not long 
after.

A sign Stretton Park on the Surf Coast Highway indicates 
where part of this large auction was located. The new 
Stretton Park was Lot 1 in the 1952 auction sale of 543 acres 

from Bream Creek (Thomson's Creek) north to Dicken's 
Road. It was purchased by Peter Maxwell's daughter. 
Nerida and her husband, Graeme Turner, who bought 
the property from Stretton Park P/L (Richardson family) 
during 1982 in partnership with Robert Miller. They had 
admired the new Stretton Park while living at Adiren Park on 
Blackgate Road, ever since Teddy Bevan bought it at the 
1952 auction. Ten years later the property was auctioned 
with Nerida and Graeme purchasing it and shortly after 
they bought extra land to adjoin it along Dickins Road 
from Mr Grimmer. Today the property is still a working 
farm owned by Nerida's and Graeme's three sons. 

Herbert William 
McCann increased his 
pastoral holdings when 
he purchased Green 
Point at Coldstream. It 
had a good reputation 
for beef and good fat 
lamb. His son Frank 
managed the property 
for many years before 
returning to Torquay. 

Together with his 
brother Jack, they 

purchased Lot 20 in the 1952 auction, known to the White 
family as the Wombat Paddock. 

The property was described as 561 acres situated on 
Torquay Road, subdivided into seven paddocks and 
watered by four dams, bore and mill. Completely fenced, 
320 acres sown down in sub-clover. Improvements consist 
of a weatherboard house, five rooms, machinery shed, 
barn and sheep yards.

Stretton Park had two permanent rabbit trappers at the 
time of the auction. Bob Kerger lived on the western 

side of Anglesea Road, and Oscar Baker lived in a type of 
covered wagon on the Wombat paddock.  After the sale, 
Oscar stayed on the farm and worked for the McCann 
family. Frank's son Bill's best memories of the farm are 
of 'Oscar' Alston Thomas Barker." He did odd jobs around 
the farm. When not working with Ron, the head shearer, 
he worked in his mother's garden. He would take me 
fishing and rabbiting. He kept ferrets. As a young boy, 
these were wonderful times." Frank brought up the family 
bathing box from the front beach and converted it into 
a bungalow for Oscar, but he didn't want to move from 
his old shack. Ron burnt it so that he had to move. Oscar 
was on the property when the family moved in and died 
there. He is now buried in an unmarked grave at Bellbrae 
Cemetery.

The McCann's changed the name from Wombat paddock 
to Wombah Park at some point. Bill remembers the 
challenges of ploughing the pastures and trying to avoid 
the wombat holes so that the tractor would not get stuck 
by going down one of the holes. 

Jack had many commitments in Melbourne, where he 
operated the branch of the family cement business J. 
McCann & Son, becoming a director after his father's 
death in 1943. Also, like his father and grandfather, he 
became involved in civic affairs. 

He was a long-serving 
member of the South 
Melbourne Council and 
became Mayor at 33 
after only three years on 
Council. Jack continued 
to live in Melbourne after 
the purchase of Wombah 
Park, but the lure of the 
holidaying by the beach 

at the Anderson Street 
house kept him connected 

with the farm. His daughter Pam moved to Torquay after 
purchasing land from the Briody family in 1990. Four years 
later, Pam and her husband David purchased the Sandbah 
Café in Gilbert Street, now owned by their son Nicholas 
and his wife Nicola. Their daughter Lou also works there.

Jack's brother Frank, 
with his wife Jean, built a 
large house on the farm 
in 1955. It was designed 
so that nearly every 
room had a sea view. 
Around the yard, ducks 
and peacocks wandered 
freely. The Boat Club 
would hold events there, 

such as the annual Easter 
Woolshed Dance and the 

Australia Day BBQ on the front lawn. 

The old cottage opposite Coombes Road, often referred 
to as the Grass Tree Cottage, that came with the Wombat 
Paddock purchase is no longer standing. It was originally 
built by Jack Smith, before he sold the land to Andrew 
White who used it as a worker’s cottage. The Polwarth 
family continued to rent the house after the McCann 
family purchased the property. When the Polwarths left 
others rented the house before it was demolished by 
Vic Roads at 4am one morning when they built the dual 
highway.

Bill McCann & Oscar Barker

1970s Wombah park

Herbert William 
McCann (1876-1943)

John Herbert (Jack) 
McCann (1917-1992)

Frank Raymond
McCann (1915-1986)

1982 the new Stretton Park

Stretton Park with original cottage

North end of the renovated “Woolbrae” house (from left) Rod and Don 
with spades and little sister Yola on the tractor.

McCann Grasstree Cottage
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granddaughter) unpublished manuscript - 
Of sea, sheep, and sundry other delights

When he was about eleven, Frank gave his son Bill an old 
Ford that he drove around the paddocks. He, his brother 
and cousins at Woolbrae also enjoyed riding their horses 

down to the beach and across to Bream Creek or up 
Horseshoe Bend Road (which was only a track back then) 
to Woolbrae.

Sheep were the mainstay of the farm, and Frank shared his 
facilities with Joe Briody, who also purchased a property 
in the Stretton Park sale and called his property Illawong 
Homestead. The Briody family helped Frank and his son 
Ron harvest the crops of oats, and at shearing time, Joe, 
a qualified wool classer, used Frank's shed and yards for 
his own sheep. These stories are shared in Edition 22 of 
History Matters.

Wombah Park was farmed until 1978, when the property 
was subdivided for housing estates. The first was the 
Highlander Estate, Wombah Park followed and years later, 
Quay1 and the recently completed Quay2. The first house 
on the Highlander Estate was on the corner of Highlander 
& Fischer Streets. This year, the Quay2 development was 
awarded the Best Residential Development (over 250 lots) 
at the 2021 Urban Development Institute of Australia 
(UDIA) Victoria Awards. The award built on the UDIA 
Victoria Excellence Award in 2008. The Moonah trees that 
grew on the farm have been preserved amongst the little 
parks in the Quay estates. Reminding us of the past and 
standing out amongst all the new homes, as if in defiance 
of change, is Frank's old brick house, now squinting 
amongst the houses for its view of the sea.

Gates to Wombah Park in 2009

WEBSITE 
UPDATE
New Search Features

CEMETERY SEARCH
Search by surname those interned at FRESHWATER 
CREEK and BELLBRAE CEMETERIES.
Freshwater Creek cemetery also has a location map with 
headstones and translation.
Bellbrae Cemetery a location map is available with 
headstone images soon to come online

FAMILY SEARCH
We have many family histories available.
Search for a surname and contact us.

CURRENT PROJECTS
Local schools pupil register
Land titles we currently hold to be indexed

WHERE TO SEARCH
Go to www.torquayhistory.com/research/general-search

BATHING BOX SEARCH
A record of bathing box registration was kept by the 
Torquay Public Reserves Trustees from 1940 until they 
were all removed in 1960.

Search for a surname then contact us for details.

Bill McCann in his paddock car

McCann Grasstree Cottage
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CEMETERY TALES

All graves contain a story; some touch us more than others. 

Christiana Beeson died in September 1872 aged 45 years. 
There is no headstone to remind us that she was part of our 
community.

Crewkerne, a large famous town in Somerset, with its fertile 
countryside which supported a strong agriculture industry 
was where Christiana, the eldest of three children, was born in 
1826 to Charles Brooks and Sarah (nee Mounter). Christiana 
married butcher, Charles Masters in 1846. Sarah was born 
the following year and James in 1849. Just prior to the birth 
of James the family moved to Jersey, Channel Islands, which is 
where James died in 1853. 

For unknown reasons Christiana and her daughter Sarah 
travelled to Victoria aboard the vessel Americana in 1858. 
Christiana travelled under her maiden name Brooks, while 
ten-year-old Sarah was listed as Sarah Masters. On board the 
ship were two other families heading to Geelong; they were 
the Websters and Pook’s, Samuel and Mary who came from 
Lopen, just 6 km from Christiana’s birthplace and they are 
also buried in Bellbrae Cemetery.  

Christiana secured a position with the Gundry family at 
the Iron Bark Run at Jan Juc. She was living there when she 
married Joseph Beeson at the Christ Church in Geelong 
on 5 July 1859. John and Mary Gundry were the witnesses 
to the wedding. Christiana identifies herself as a spinster 
on her marriage certificate.

Joseph Beeson was born in Lincolnshire during 1833. He 
arrived in Geelong aboard the Eagle in 1858 after being 
sent to Geelong by the Hornsby Company to take charge 
of the first threshing machine plant that operated in the 
Geelong district. Richard Hornsby & Sons was an engine 
and machinery manufacturer in Lincolnshire, England 
from 1828 until 1918. The company was a pioneer in the 
manufacture of the oil engine. 

Richard Hornsby (1790–1864), an agricultural engineer 

opened a blacksmiths in Grantham, Lincolnshire, in 

1815 with his partner who he bought out in 1828 and 

the company became Hornsby & Sons. They grew into 

a major manufacturer of agricultural machinery where 

they produced steam engines used to drive threshing 

machines, and other equipment such as traction engines: 

their portable steam engine was one of their most 

important products and the market leader.

At the time of marrying Christiana, Joseph was a labourer 
on the Iron Bark Run. 

During the mid-1860s Christiana and Joseph moved 
to farmland at Birregurra, the location of the marriage 
between Christiana’s daughter Sarah and Joseph James 
Gundry in 1867 . Working and living at Iron Bark Station 
and her daughter’s marriage to Joseph Gundry were not 
the only connections Christiana had with the Gundry 
family. Christiana’s older sister, Sarah Brooks married 
Joseph’s uncle during 1853 in Chard, Somerset close to 
Sarah and Christiana’s birthplace. 

Two years after her daughter’s wedding, Christiana and 
Joseph had moved back to Jan Juc. They were owner/
occupiers of a cottage on two and a half acres in Jan Juc. 
Christiana died in 1872. She was buried at the Jan Juc 
(Bellbrae) cemetery. There was no issue from the union 
of Christiana and Joseph. He remarried in 1875 and it 
was around this time that he moved to Wharparilla near 
Echuca. His second marriage produced nine children.

Christiana BROOKS b 1826

married Charles MASTERS 1846
children Sarah MASTERS b 1847
                James MASTERS b1849

Immigrated:  1858
                                            
married  James BEESON 1859

TALES FROM BELLBRAE CEMETERY
JVICKI SMITH I

CHRISTIANA BEESON



F R E D E R I C K 
B A E N S C H
Contributed by Gwen Threlfall

Mt. Duneed History Group

 https://mdpa.weebly.com/blog

Johann Frederich Heinrich, son of Gottlieb and Anna 
Elisabeth (née Hirt) Baensch, was born in 1851. In 1880 
he married Johanna Mary Agnes (Mary) Leibhardt. Their 
children were:

•	 Robert Benjamin "Ben" — born on 25 February 1881 
at Donald, married Agnes Mary Walsh in 1907, died on 
2 August 1946 aged 65 at South Melbourne, buried in 
the Roman Catholic section of the Melbourne General 
Cemetery

•	 Mary Esther Ada — born in 1882 at Mount Moriac, 
married Henry Wallace Palmer in 1906, died on 17 
May 1927 at Malvern, buried at Cheltenham Pioneer 
Cemetery

•	 Frederick Reynold — born in 1884 at Mount Moriac, 
married Irene Catherine Harding in 1917, died in 1946 
at South Melbourne, buried at Box Hill Cemetery

•	 Matilda Amelia — born in 1887 at Geelong

•	 John Albert — born in 1889 at Geelong, married Lillian 
May Green in 1921, died on 7 July 1928 at Box Hill, 
cremated at Springvale Botanical Cemetery

•	 John Oscar — born in 1890 at Geelong, married Myrtle 

Pascoe Gordon in 1919, died on 27 November 1949 
at Ararat

•	 Mary Teresa Agnes — born on 2 September 1891 
at Grovedale, married Alexander Tweeddale in 1921, 
died on 7 August 1963 at Ballarat, buried at Ballarat 
New Cemetery

•	 Lewis Alwin — born (Louis) in 1895 at Geelong, died 
on 17 July 1945 aged 50 years at Richmond, buried 
at Cheltenham Memorial Cemetery

•	 Rosina Ethel — born in 1897 at Geelong, married 
Alfred John Green in 1926, died 22 July 1949, buried 
at the Cheltenham Memorial Cemetery

Frederick was a South Barwon councillor from 1888 to 
1895. He bought the Germantown Hotel with an attached 
store on 17 August 1886 for £825 at an auction conducted 
to sell the property of the estate of Albert Benari, the first 
licensee. In November 1886 the first of a series of monthly 
sales of livestock were held at the hotel. He ran the hotel 
until his death on 14 June 1903. The hotel stock after his 
death consisted of 2 18-gallon casks of ale, 1 gallon of wine, 
2 bottles of whiskey, 1 bottle of brandy, 1 bottle of gin, 1 
bottle of schnapps and 2 dozen bottles of lemonade. It 
was valued at £3/12/-. He owned the hotel and land on 
allotment 25 of section 2 and also four allotments further 
north totalling 46 acres 3 roods and 39 perches. His total 
liabilities exceeded his assets. The 46 acres had been 
unsuccessfully auctioned in 4 lots on 11 May 1898. Mary 
retained ownership of the hotel until it was auctioned by 
the mortgagee. On 25 April 1907 the land and hotel were 
once again auctioned. The following July the license was 
transferred to Nora Rilon who held it until about 1913.

Cr Frederick Baensch, South Barwon Council, 1893
GRS 1331/24 - Geelong Heritage Centre Collection

When Frederich Baensch died he still owned 
allotments 33, 34, 39 and 40 in section 2 in 
the Parish of Connewarre. This land stretch-
es from Torquay Road to Bailey Street and is 
south of Marshalltown Road. He also owned 
one acre on the north west corner of allotment 
25 on which the Germantown Hotel was built.

from Geelong Advertiser 2 May 1898

from Geelong Advertiser 15 November 1886
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