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Torquay Museum Without Walls is 
a proud volunteer-run organization. 
In publishing History Matters 
our volunteers do everything 
from research, writing, editing, 
photography and page layouts. Each 
edition also includes contributions 
of stories and photography from 
supporters of our work.

We are very grateful for  the 
support of our  sponsors 
identified opposite and those  
who contribute in any way to the 
magazine.

Volunteers play an important role in 
the operation of our history group. 
They work in a variety of areas 
including research, filing, data 
entry, collections management, 
photography and working with 
community groups.

VOLUNTEER WITH US: We 
welcome new people and you don’t 
have to be an expert in history. A 
friendly attitude and willingness to 
join in is all you need.
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more
fishy tales

Since the early days there has always been a strong sense of community 
in Torquay with locals looking out for each other, and nowhere has this 
feeling been stronger than amongst our early fishermen. It is hard to 
believe these days, but there was once a bustling little fishing fleet in 
Torquay based at the appropriately named Fisherman’s Beach. During 
the 40s and 50s there were no more familiar faces heading out at dawn 
looking for a catch than father and son team Jack and Allan Smith. 

The Schmidt family arrived in Australia from Prussia in 1853 and settled 
in Germantown (Grovedale) and around Freshwater Creek. 

Jack and his wife Violet married in 1900 and decided to settle in 
Torquay. Jack built their first home, Grass Tree Cottage, about a mile 
out of Torquay on the Geelong Rd. Jack worked in the local woodyard 
and supplemented the family income by fishing. Allan was born in the 
little cottage which was a familiar landmark until it was demolished to 
make way for the new Surf Coast highway in the 1990s. 

Allan, who grew up around the men and their boats at Fisho’s, joined 
them as a professional fisherman and a boat builder.

There was a fleet of beautiful ‘couta’ boats based at Fisho’s. These were 
mostly made locally and Allan had a hand in putting many of them 
together, including the Janet, a strong and sturdy boat which Allan made 
from Huon pine and Cowrie. The other ‘couta’ boat owners included 
Andy Rosser, Stan Hunter, Reg Neal, Reg Smith and Bill Thompson. The 
‘couta’ boats fished for crays, barracoota flathead and snapper. They 

would head out at dawn. The freshly caught crays were 
kept in a wooden trap called a ’coff’. It was kept out on the 
mooring. The ‘couta’ boats were rolled up on the beach 
with wooden rollers and planks, and in later years they had 
a winch to help with this task. The old winch is still tucked in 
the corner at Fisho’s beach.

The Fishermen also caught fish in large nets and for this 
they used boats called ‘flatties’. These boats were 5 metres 
long; one man would be on the oars and another would 
guide the way with a torch in the darkness. The nets would 
be eased off the back and pulled in once the boat reached 
the shore.  Allan’s boat was called the Beryl and he would 
net fish mostly around Cosy Corner. Netting was mostly 
done at night and in the winter according to the tides as 
the salmon came close to the shore at night.

The fish were plentiful in the 40s and 50s, and fishing in 
Torquay was a family affair with the wives and children 
waiting on the beach for the return of the boats and to 
help with the haul.

The largest haul of salmon that Jack and Allan brought in 
was 200 boxes. The fish, barracoota, snapper, flathead and 
salmon would be gathered in tubs and family members 
would wash them removing the salt water and sand. They 
would then be boxed up ready for transport. Jacks truck 

would be loaded and within hours was headed to the 
Geelong station for transport to the markets in Melbourne. 
Without ice or refrigeration, it was essential to be as speedy 
as possible. 

In the 40s, as now in 2021, when the salmon were running 
all men and craft were out early hoping to make the most 
of the plentiful supply. In the summer months when 
Torquay was full of visitors they could make sales to the 
local guesthouses, shops and families. 

Summer was also a good time to put out the cray pots as 
demand for this delicacy was strong among the visitors. 
Dinner at the many guesthouses in town and the old Palace 
Hotel was a formal affair. Guests dressed for dinner, jackets 
and ties, even in the summer heat and tables were set with 
starched cloths and crystal glass ware. Every guesthouse 
would offer fresh fish and, if they could, fresh crayfish to 
their guests.

The Smith family were a part of the fabric of our town 
for over 120 years. Jack ran a little shop and woodyard 
in Munday Street and Alan worked with him at the yard 
for over 40 years while Violet ran the shop. They worked 
fencing on local farms and Jack would take Alan and his 
brother Max out shooting for rabbits and ducks. Jack 
was an excellent shot and won medals for his shooting 
prowess. The bushfires of March 1940 were a disaster 
for Torquay and many local families were burnt out. The 
Smith family lost their woodyard, shop and several homes. 
They lived in sheds and garages for a time, but they joined 
with other townsfolk in rebuilding the little town. Jack is 
credited with helping to plant the marram grass along part 
of The Esplanade in the years after the war. Much of this 
marram grass can still be seen if you walk down towards 
Point Impossible. Next time you are walking that way spare 
a thought for one of our oldest Torquay families and the 
contribution they made to our town. 

SMITH FAMILY

Alan Smith, Tom Polwarth, 
Stan Hunter, Arty Rosser 
Laurie Polwarth, Colin Smith 
with craypots

Front: Allan and Jack Smith

Images Alva Barrow

ALVA BARROW & 
CHRIS BARR
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BELLBRAE 
PIONEERS

GUNDRY 
FAMILY

As you drive the Great Ocean Road and sail through Bellbrae, you pass 
a sign which says 'Gundrys Road'. Have you ever wondered, 'Who were 
these Gundrys?'

The Gundry Family had a primary pioneering and leadership role in 
early white settlement in this Bellbrae area.

Joseph Gundry built a pastoral empire and a community from 1842 until 
his death in 1878. He was supported and aided in his endeavours by 
his wife Mary and the extended family including brothers, William and 
Edward. Their story begins in Lopen, a village in southern Somerset.

John and Hannah Gundry of Lopen, Somerset had a son John born in 
1772. Like his father, John became a farmer. He married Mary Masters 

at the Parish Church of All Saints in Lopen, Somerset in 
1803. 

This union resulted in 10 children, six boys and four girls. 
Their baptismal records can be found in the Lopen Parish 
Register across 1804 to 1820. 

In bygone times, the older son tended, workwise, to 
follow in his father's footsteps and eventually take over 
the family business, the farm, or the trade of the father. 
The younger sons in those larger families often had to 
make their own way in the world. It appears such was the 
case for the four younger Gundry sons, Joseph (bap 1810), 
William (bap 1812), Charles (bap 1814) and Edward (bap 
1820).

Ultimately the only Gundry son to remain in Somerset 
was James (bap 1807). He was a farmer in Lopen and lived 
there for 90 years. 

Six of the 10 children of John and Mary Gundry came 
to Australia across the period 1832 to 1857. Joseph was 
the first to voyage to Australia and he went to Hobart, 
Tasmania, arriving on 12 November 1832, on the Thomas 
Laurie. William followed a few years later on-board 
the Fairlie, arriving on 5 January 1837. Both married in 
Tasmania, Joseph to Mary Watson in 1837 and William to 
Anne Ransley in 1839.

Joseph and William transferred to the Port Philip Bay 
area in Victoria in the early 1840s. Brothers Charles and 
Edward arrived in Port Philip in 1843 on the S. S. London. 
All four brothers settled in the Geelong area. 

Edward Gundry (bap 1820) returned to England in the 
early 1850s and there he married the sweetheart he had 

https://www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au/collection/works/9019/

https://dictionaryofsydney.org/natural_feature/little_sirius_cove

https://dictionaryofsydney.org/natural_feature/little_sirius_cove

C o n t r i b u t e d  b y  m a r t i n  h o o p e r

All Saints Church Lopen, Somerset 
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left behind, Sarah White Brooks, on 20 May 1853 at Lopen. 
When Edward returned to Australia in 1857 on board 
the David G Fleming, brother John (bap 1804) and sister 
Elizabeth (bap 1805) were with Edward and Sarah. Also 
on board was Susan Eason (later to become Mrs George 
Cunningham), a friend of Sarah. 

The Enterprising Gundry Brothers

The Gundry Brothers, Joseph, William, Charles and 
Edward, all had an eye for self-advancement and once 
they arrived in Geelong and District they quickly displayed 
their business acumen. All four were enterprising, both 
individually and cooperatively, and became involved in 
numerous ventures across the commercial, pastoral and 
agricultural sectors. Their business interests were in 
Geelong as well as the more outlying district toward the 
Surf Coast. 

The settlement of the Bellbrae area mirrors in many ways 
the settlement of country Victoria. In the mid-1830s, 
sheep pastoralists from Tasmania looked across Bass 
Strait at Victoria and saw a bounty of land suitable for 
their purposes. They came as squatters and selected and 
occupied land they deemed suitable for sheep grazing. 
This was done initially without any government approval.

Not long after Joseph Gundry arrival in Geelong in early 
1842, he with his wife, a daughter and two sons moved 
into the Bellbrae area as a squatter. Their third son, 
Charles Edward, is recorded as the first white child born 
in this area in 1843. This was the beginning of a pastoral 
empire and establishment of a community. The Gundry 
fortune was based on land and more specifically on the 
sheep’s back and its wool clip.

In 1844 the government authorities of the then Colony 
of New South Wales decided that these squatters should 
pay land leases. This allowed the pastoralists to have 
some security of the land on which they had squatted 
but they were required to register their claims and, as a 
consequence, they were acknowledging that it was Crown 
land. 

Following land surveys in the area across the 1850s and 
1860s, land was sold mainly at government auction. (8a, 
b) Squatters were given pre-emptive rights to buy the 
block on which they had established their homestead. 
This allowed Joseph Gundry to purchase a 320 acre block 
whose northeast corner corresponds today to the site of 
the Bellbrae Primary School. 

At the government land sales, the Gundry brothers, in 
particular Joseph, bought much of the land surrounding 

his pre-emptive rights block. The southern boundary of 
Joseph Gundry's land corresponded to the road which 
today is called Gundrys Road.

The township of Bellbrae (remember it was then called Jan 
Juc) was surveyed in 1863 and the first land sales occurred 
in July 1864. Numerous blocks within the Bellbrae township 
were bought by the Gundrys. Edward Gundry bought land 
on the north side of Spring Creek and William bought land 
further north on the north side of Moores Road. 

The Gundry Families Build a Community

The Gundrys were very much at the fore in building a 
community as well as their pastoral/ agricultural empire. 
Homes, churches and a school were built.

The original homestead on Ironbark Station was a 
wooden house built from rough sawn and slab cut local 
hardwoods, the iron bark and stringy bark eucalypts. This 
was built and expanded in the early mid 1840s soon after 
the Gundrys arrived and had squatted on the land. Under 
a depasturing licence, which Joseph held from 1844, a 
squatter could build a house and sheds as needed.

In the late 1850s Joseph Gundry had a brick making 
plant and he built a two-storey brick homestead, 
called Llanberis. It was completed in 1859. Bricks from 
Joseph's plant were used to build a church and a school. 
Unfortunately, the bricks were made with inferior quality 
clay and the buildings deteriorated and have now been 
taken down.

There are records of various Gundry children being born 
on Ironbark Station beyond those of Joseph and Mary.

The Gundry homestead had a room added as school 
classroom for the education of the Gundry children. A 
teacher was hired. Children of other settlers of the district 

were invited also to attend school. In 1861, Joseph, William 
and Edward were all involved as founders of a national 
school in Bellbrae. 

Joseph was one of the original trustees of the cemetery 
trust established in 1864. Across time, Joseph took on 
the role of representative of the community on the early 
District Road Board and subsequently as a councillor 
on Barrabool Shire where he served from 1865 to 1878 
including a term as President in 1871-2. 

William Gundry was one of the foundation trustees of the 
land granted to establish the Wesleyan Church in Bellbrae 
in 1868. 

Gundry Enrolment at Bellbrae (Jan Juc) Primary 
School

With the establishment of the Jan Juc State School in 1861 
and the hiring of a teacher, Mr William Cook, children were 
enrolled, and more formal education began in this area. 
This school was built with bricks from Joseph Gundry's 
brick making plant. 

From the enrolment records, it seems that only the 
younger two children of Joseph and Mary attended this 
school. Still with the children of brothers, William and 
Edward, there were always Gundrys in attendance. The 
next generation of Gundrys, grandchildren of Joseph and 
William, were soon to follow beginning with Mary Anne, 
daughter of John and Hannah. 
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Vale Bellbrae Pioneer Joseph Gundry 1878

With his health deteriorating in 1878, Joseph Gundry 
sought to dispose of his empire. On 8 November 1878 
an auction was held in Geelong. The listing of assets 
highlight the extent of Joseph Gundry's holding, namely 
about 7000 acres of purchased land, a further 7000 acres 
of Crown land under leasehold, about 6000 sheep (in the 
wool), a two storey brick house with 11 rooms, outhouses, 
stables, shearing sheds, drafting yards, extensive fencing, 
cattle and horses. 

Alas, the results of the auction were complicated by 
Joseph's death a few days later on 11 November 1878. His 
death notice appeared in the Geelong Advertiser on 12 
November 1878.

Joseph Gundry was buried in the Bellbrae Cemetery with 
decorative balustrade fencing around the gravesite.

Mary Gundry was interred in the same grave in 1905 aged 
88 years.

Their gravestone carries their names and ages, Joseph 
Gundry 1810 - 1878 (68y) and Mary Gundry 1817 – 1905 
(88y) and the words, Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me Safe in the 
Arms of Jesus

SOURCES:

1. Somerset Parish Registers, England, https://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/, (b) Lopen Parish Register, Somerset, Eng-
land, https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/ eng/ SOM/SouthPetherton

2. http://www.maryjane-sue.co.uk/lopen/lopen.htm (b) Grave Headstone attach to front wall of All Saints Church, 
Lopen. Email communication between Michael Connell and Rev Julia Hicks. http://www.lopen.btck.co.uk/ Commu-
nityGroups/AllSaintsChurchLopen

3. BMD records, England, https://www.freebmd.org.uk/cgi/search.pl, Ancestry.com.au

4. https://prov.vic.gov.au/explore-collection/explore-topic/passenger-records- and-immigration/assisted-passen-
ger-lists, Ancestry.com.au (b) https://www.records.nsw.gov.au/archives/collections-and-research/guides-and- in-
dexes/assisted-immigrants-digital-shipping-lists

5. From the research and writings of Jim Gundry and references therein, (email correspondence), research reports 
held by TDHS (b) From the research and writings of Meg Hornabrook and Sandra Smith and references therein 
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1839-1923
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Notes by N S McAdam, Historical Officer of Shire of Barrabool, Geelong Heritage Centre
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10. Wynd, Ian, Barrabool, Land of the Brown Magpie, Barrabool Shire, 1992

11. Victorian Government Gazette, May 1861, Issue 76
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14. Victorian Government Gazette, June 16, 1868 Issue, 73 Page 1129

15. Duval, J. and Moore, H., History of Bellbrae Primary School, published 1986 on 125th Anniversary

16. Jan Juc (Bellbrae) School Rolls, Geelong Heritage Centre, Geelong Library, Geelong

17. Geelong Advertiser, 7 November 1878, trove.nla

18. Geelong Advertiser, 12 November 1878, trove.nla

19. Hooper, M. A, Bellbrae Cemetery Across Time A History, Beach Shack Publishing, Jan Juc, Victoria, 2021



Page 13 | Page 12 | 

RICHARD DUFFIELD

AUSTRALIAN 
BEGINNINGS
View of Geelong, painting by Eugene von Guerard, 1856

Duffield's Story
The author's great-great-grandfather, Edmund Duffield, 
was born in 1827 near Norwich, Norfolk. The son of a 
peasant farmer, he married Mary Anne Lemmon, the 
daughter of a Norwich wheelwright. In March 1856, Edmund 
and Mary, together with their children, John aged six and 
Thomas, aged four, set sail for Australia on the clipper ship 
Arthur The Great. From their port of arrival, Geelong, they 
settled at Jan Juc (now called Bellbrae), where they and 
three succeeding generations farmed the land. However, 
subsequent generations tended to surrender their farming 
heritage to follow more commercial pursuits.

Arthur The Great was one of five ships chartered for the 
conveyance of immigrants to arrive in Geelong in 1856. 
The journey to Geelong was a relatively fast voyage of 
87 days duration. After such a speedy passage out from 
England, the actual arrival and disembarkation must have 
been frustratingly slow. Arthur The Great ran aground at 
high water, to the east of Point Wilson. It appears that she 

was about two miles off course and was quite secure in the 
mud. The Geelong steamer and lighters proceeded to help 
free her, but it wasn't until the passengers landed at Point 
Henry the next day. That shallow point was subsequently 
marked by a buoy, appropriately named ‘Arthur The Great’. 
Since then, a long pier has been built at Point Wilson, 

and an exclusion zone marked around the pier, active 
only when a ship is at the pier. Arthur The Great buoy has 
become the north-eastern point of the exclusion zone and 
is a snapper reference point for fishing and significant for 
the Geelong Trailable Yacht Club who hold the 'Arthur The 
Great Sail Race'. 

As soon as possible after disembarkation, most of the 
passengers intending to stay in the local region would 
have made themselves available for ’hire‘ at the Geelong 
Immigration Depot.

The Geelong Advertiser of Monday, 9 June describes the 
process:

On Saturday morning at 10 o'clock the gates of the 
Depot were thrown open to such of the public as 
needed servants, male or female.  Notwithstanding 
the state of the weather, and the miserable 
conditions of the roads, the Depot was the scene of 
great animation during the day, and the questions, 
“Where did you come from? How old are you? What 
can you do? And what wages do you expect?” were 
heard on all sides, to which the answers were speedily 
given in English, Irish or Scotch.  The appearance 
of the immigrants collectedly was very respectable, 
and considering that they had just completed a 
sea voyage, their tidiness was a subject of general 
remark. At 4 o'clock the season of 'hiring' closed, and 
the following is a list of engagements completed with 
the average rate of wage which each class obtained:

Married couples with families, 23; average wage £73 
a year with rations.
Single men, 21; average wage £60 a year with 
rations.
Single women, 70; average wage £25 a year with 
rations.

The above included cooks, housemaids, laundresses, 
needlewomen, nurses, ploughmen, carters, families for 
stations, and general servants.

Edmund was engaged to work for Hudson & Sons, Geelong, 
for 40/- per month (£24 per year). This was well below the 
average wage but may be explained by accommodation as 
well as rations being supplied.

Edmund was working as a 'Carrier', and the family lived 
in Kildare (Geelong West) until they moved in 1861 to 
Paraparap.  It was a time when Jan Juc, now Bellbrae, 
was opening up and the opening of the National School 
supported the community. Edmund integrated himself 
into the community; he is listed in the Jan Juc cricket team, 
playing against Freshwater Creek.  

In 1863 Edmund and Mary's third son, William Benjamin 
Duffield, was born at Ironbark Station, Paraparap.  

The first real evidence of involvement on the land appears 
via Bailliere's Victorian Directory, 1869, where Edmund is 
listed as a farmer at Jan Juc, in the County and electoral 
district of South Grant.  

The Barrabool Rate Books show that Edward (Edmund) 
Duffield had 232 acres and house (Tenant of Gundry), and 
John had 90 acres  (Tenant of Gundry) . Edward (Edmund) 
Duffield also occupied 20 acres in the Parish of Puebla. 

Cricket continued to be a pleasurable pastime for Edmund 
as he and John are listed as being in the Jan Juc cricket 
team, playing Freshwater Creek in 1873. 

Looking for land of his own, Edmund successfully applied to 
the local Land Board for 100a at Paraparap.   He was lucky 
to survive the 1873 bush fire that swept the area losing 
only a stack of hay compared to others who lost fences and 
had to fight to save their houses. 

1853 arriving at Geelong settlement

Jan Juc 1880

"Arthur the Great" 
Buoy

Point Wilson

Point Henry
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The following year Edmund once again applied to the local 
Land Board for more land, but a representative of Henry 
Tait via his wife Catherine Tait  of Spring Creek Station 
objected to the application. It appears the acquisition 
would have prevented access to Tait's property if the grant 
had been recommended. Subsequently, the application 
was refused. 

Over a period, the three Duffield sons of Edmund and Mary 
Ann married the three daughters of a nearby neighbour, 
Henry and Mary Jane Ashmore… very convenient courting 
all round! But, sadly, Henry Ashmore saw none of his 
daughters married, having died in 1874.

First to marry was Thomas Edmund Duffield, 22, second 
son, who married Emma Ashmore, the eldest daughter, 
22, in the Independent Chapel, Jan Juc on 24 May 1875.  
Their first child, Henry Edmund, was born the following 
year at Puebla.  Their second son, John William Duffield (my 
grandfather), was born in 1877 with Mrs Joseph Gundry, 
the midwife.

Over the next couple of years Thomas successfully applied 
for land at Paraparap and his father Edmund too applied 
for more land in the Parish of Puebla which provided 
space for Edmund's love of horses. An interesting insight 
into Edmund's love of horses is conveyed in an 1878 
advertisement in the Geelong Advertiser:

To stand the season, at Merrigig Farm, Paraparap, 
the well-known Draught Stallion YOUNG FORESTER.   
Young Forester is rising three years, is a compact 
horse, with very large flat bone, and is a beautiful, 
bright bay, stands 16.5 hands high, with great width 
and depth.  
His sire was Mr Larcombe's NUGGET, dam KATE, 
grandsire Mr Thomas Austin's OXFORD, dam by 
LORD OF THE MANOR. He took the second prize 
at the Grand National Exhibition this year, in the 
Three-year Olds, against all earners.
Terms: - £2 10s with grass, and £2 without grass. All 
mares are to be paid for when stinted.
Every care taken, but no responsibility.           
E. DUFFIELD   

In 1880 there was a report in the Argus (Melb) newspaper 
of Edmund's success at the Geelong & Western District 
Society's Show. While Edmund's horse Young Forester won 
no prize in his class, Edmund did win first prize and Andrew 
White second prize in the 'Blood Horse' division for two-
year-old blood colt or filly.

Thomas invested in one of the three Jan Juc vineyards. Joseph 
Gundry and W. Einsporn held the others. Unfortunately, in 
1879 many of the region's vineyards were destroyed by an 

outbreak of Phylloxera. However, the failure of the Jan Juc 
vineyards was because they were neglected, not diseased. 

The Duffield's good friend and neighbour, Joseph Gundry, 
died at his Iron Bark Station, aged 68.  He was buried in Jan 
Juc (Bellbrae) Cemetery.  

It appears that Edmund and Mary, together with their sons, 
had, since landing in Australia 25 years prior, succeeded 
in establishing themselves on the land – if somewhat 
tenuously.  Tragedy and mystery strike next, however. 
Edmund died in Geelong:

DUFFIELD – On Monday, 21 March 1881 at the 
Young Queen Hotel, Moorabool St, South Geelong, 
Edmond Duffield, aged 54 years.   

Edmund died of debility following six weeks of continued 
fever.  The mystery remains to this day  - what were 
the circumstances that led to Edmund dying in a South 

Geelong hotel?  Where were his 
family?

In an interview with Myrtle Bufton, 
she believed that the hospital at 
that period wouldn't admit the 

terminally ill. However, Myrtle's great-grandfather had had 
a terrible fever and was very sick. He was refused admission 
and told to find a hotel to die in.

In 1883, eldest son John Duffield and Eliza Ashmore were 
married at her mother's home in Puebla.  

After the death of Edmund, possibly one or more of 
Edmund's sons took over his lease until the lease expired 
because the following notice was posted in the Geelong 
Advertiser:

AUCTION at Jan Juc, Thursday 5 July 1883, at 12 
o'clock.  Appleton & Co. have received instructions 
from the Executor in the Estate of Mr E.Duffield (in 
consequence of the termination of the lease of the 
farm) to sell by auction, on the premises, the whole 
of the horses, cattle, and 3,500 sheep, farming 
implements and sundries.  

The family was saddened once again in 1884 when Mary, 
the newborn daughter to John and Eliza, died ten days old. 
Three more children were born over the next four years – 
Alice Maud, Ethel May and Ellen Beatrice, who died when 
she was eight months old in 1889.

In 1885, the youngest son, William Benjamin, 22, married 
Jeannie Ashmore, 26, in the Ashmore parent's home, Jan 
Juc.

Rather than leasing land to farm, John began purchasing 
allotments. The first mention of John as a property owner, 
farmer, Jan Juc, is in 1889 when he owned a wooden house 
located on 27 acres. John also became an early trustee of 
the Jan Juc (Bellbrae) Cemetery.

In 1904 John and Eliza moved to Bannockburn. Mary Anne, 
John's mother, died in 1911 at John's home in Bannockburn.

By 1917, John had retired when he died at the age of 69 
after being admitted to the Geelong Infirmary & Benevolent 
Asylum. 

Probate was granted on John's Estate to Eliza, which 

included real estate of two cottages and land in Jan Juc. 
There was also a house and land in Bannockburn which 
Eliza had sold before she died the following year.

John's brother's Thomas Edmund and William Benjamin 
lived for another 14 and 20 years respectively. William 
Benjamin moved to the Geelong area while Thomas 
Edmund and his family stayed around Torquay. Thomas 
Edmund owned a house and allotments along Charles 
Lane which he bought from Felix Rosser's land forfeiture. 
One of the allotments was later purchased by his son John 
William adding to his ownership on Felix Cresent. Thomas 
Edmund's son, Charles Alfred, owned land on the corner of 
Fischer Street and Central Avenue. 

John William and Charles Alfred lived in what is now 
Duffield's Rd, on 108 acres. Henry Edmund and John 
William used to cart water from Spring Creek with buckets 
to water onions.  From John's place, heading north down to 
the road, there used to be a mud bridge over Spring Creek. 
That's where they used to cart the water from.  

It is my belief that about this time, John, May and the three 

Emma (2nd from right) shortly before her death. with John William and 
May Victoria Duffield and three of their children, Leslie, Alec & Herbert

Bert, Leslie, Allan, Alex 1925 at “Stretton Park” Mt.DuneedYoung Queen Hotel

Vineyards at Jan Juc, 1878
Sourc: I. Wynd, Barrabool: Land of the Magpie, p.63
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boys moved from Torquay to Stretton Park, Mount Duneed.  
We know that John had been farming with his brother 
Charles in Torquay.  Their father, Thomas Edmund, was 
about 65 years old and still listed as a farmer in Torquay.  
Did the farm in Duffields Rd, Torquay belong to Thomas and 
Emma, and it eventually became Charlie and Margaret's? 
It is likely that John, May and their growing family moved 
on to Stretton Park when John became the overseer of the 
Mount Duneed station. 

Henry Edmund (Ted) and his wife Elizabeth Rhoda (Follett), 
known as Eliza or Lizzy, ran a store on the corner of 
Anderson Street and Pearl Street. In an interview with their 
daughter Myra Francis, she described her grandparents' 
decision to help Ted and Lizzy with the family prosperity. 
Concerned about providing for their growing family and 
Ted's brother John no longer cutting and selling wood, the 
Folletts offered to purchase a block of land to build a shop. 

Members of the Follett family built the shop, and Eliza's 
paid for it as a loan until Eliza and Henry had the money.

Eliza and Henry struggled as they reared the boys who 
used to run around selling milk and cream. None of them 
wanted to take over the business - they all wanted to get 
out and earn more money.

When the 1940 bushfire swept through Torquay, Eliza went 
into the shop, scooped up the money from the till and put 
it in an old tin billy she took off the wall and put things 
she grabbed into a big metal trunk, including Henry's coat 
holding all the bills and the money to pay them with. They 
had a Dodge car cut down into a utility - and that is all they 
had - all other family relics were destroyed in the fire, which 
Henry was out fighting. All the children had married and 
moved off by this stage. Henry and Eliza were old and not 
doing much in the business line but it was home. The fire 
wiped away their uninsured home, business, and money. 
Henry bought a block up in Cowrie Road, and with the help 
of some other old chap down there they gathered timber 
off the beach, thrown off ships going through the Rip. They 
built what we called "the Hut". They had a bedroom and a 
kitchen - and that is where they lived until they died. When 

Henry and Elizabeth died, the children inherited the blocks 
but had to sell them to divide the money.

The Follett connection with the district has continued 
through the generations by their involvement in community 
organisations such as the Torquay Improvement 
Association and sporting organisations such as the 
Torquay School Committee, Tennis, Football and Cricket 
clubs. This community contribution as well as the extensive 
land holdings, both leasehold and freehold, earned the 
family recognition through the naming of Duffields Road in 
Torquay/Jan Juc.

“Parkside”, Torquay, 1987 – on east side of main road going through to 
Anglesea

GRS 2009/1846/81
The Central Store, Torquay, c.1935 (Duffields)
Geelong Heritage Centre Archives  
https://archives.grlc.vic.gov.au/

Mabel & John Charles

Charles Alfred Duffield & his wife Margaret Veronica (McLean)
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The Victorian surfing community lost one of 
its pioneers last week with the passing of Fred 
Pyke. A key surfboard manufacturer during the 
heady days of the surfing sixties, Fred moved 
production from Melbourne's northern suburbs to 
Torquay, establishing a surfboard, wetsuit, clothing 
manufacturing facility with a showroom attached. 
This template was followed by the global surfing 
brands that would evolve in Torquay, but many 
people who established or worked in the surf 
industry got their start or gained experience in Fred's 
Pyke Surfboards/Dive N Surf/Piping Hot factory/shop. 
Fred had some serious woodworking skills that he 
brought to the surfing sphere, and that attention to 
detail and confidence with his tools was evident in 
his work and surfboard manufacturing. One of the 
standout characteristics of early Pyke boards was the 
quality of their construction and finish; Fred didn't 
muck around and kind of expected that of his crew 
as well. There are many famous names who made 
up that crew over the years: Vic Tantau, Rod Brooks, 
Ray "Germ" Wilson, Peter Ashley, Don Allcroft, Pat 
Morgan, Doug Warbrick, John Law, Willy Muncie, 
Maurice Cole, Dennis "Strapper" Day and many, 
many others ’learned the ropes‘ at Freddo's factory. 
The first board Wayne Lynch shaped was shaped 
at Freddo's after hours (and carries a Pyke logo) . . 
. there are a lot of people in Torquay with a lot to 
thank Fred for. 

On a personal note, the day I left school, I got a gig 
managing a surf shop for Fred . . . the job interview 
was a classic . . . it set my feet on a path I am still 
treading 45 years later. Thanks Fred, thanks for the 
surfboards, the wetsuits, the boardshorts, the ugg 
boots, the sheepskin jackets . . . 

Craig Baird
Curator

Surf World Museum

R.i.p. fred pyke R.i.p. ed beacham

Ed Beacham, Foundation Bells Beach Pioneer, died 25 
August 2021, aged 76 years

The early crew surfing Bells in the late 50s and early 60s 
were mainly from Torquay, Lorne and Anglesea. The 
Torquay surfers were predominantly from the surf club, the 
camping area, locals and some with family holiday houses. 
Edward (Ed) Beacham was from the latter, together with 
the Hayden families, the Shaws, the Johnsons, the Troy 
locals and the McCanns on the farm on the Geelong Road. 

Ed was a central figure in those early years, together with 
the siblings of the other families. Here we recall the period 
and others in the Bells group who shared Ed's surfing 
life. Prior to the track to Bells from Jan Juc being pushed 
through in 1960, the entry was from the Anglesea road, 
along the car-destroying Jarosite track to finish up near 
Southside. At Melbourne Grammar Ed was a schoolmate 
of Ian and Pip McNaughton, whose family had the Bell 
property bounded by the beach, and so he could arrange 
the shortcut to Bells. Ed's presence on car trips to Bells was 
therefore greatly valued.

On Australia Day 1962, the first Bells Beach Board Rally 
(BBBR) was held. Ed was a finalist in the open division, 
wearing t-shirt number 10. Soon after, Ed imported a 
Hobie surfboard from California, which was one of the first 
US boards seen at Bells. We figured that it had to be the 
best board going, as surf films from the US showed their 
surfers doing fantastic things. Hobie Alter subsequently 

was to transition to manufacture the well-known Hobie 
surfing cats.

Later in 1962, Peter Troy persuaded Bob Evans to come 
to Bells. Bob had the Surfing World magazine, with the 
resulting story on Bells really putting it on the map, featuring 
local surfers. Ed Beacham was on the colour cover of the 
October 1962 issue, perhaps Wayne Lynch being the only 
other Victorian to do so since.

In 1964, a 1934 Chev was purchased by Ed, Peter Hayden, 
Col Blunt, and Rob Shaw to get to Bells. The Chev managed 
the muddy track from Jan Juc well in the winter, especially 
the dip, where the Holdens had to slide down one side to 

The text was prepared by Terry Wall after 
talking to many of the others mentioned. 
Terry shared much of Ed's surfing life, 
including the first Bells Beach Board-riders 
Rally, the 1934 Chevrolet, paddling relays, 
and the Bells Beach Board shop. Barrie 
Sutherland prepared the photos.



The red poppy has become a symbol of war remembrance 
the world over. People in many countries wear the poppy 
to remember those who died in war or are serving in the 
armed forces. In many countries, the poppy is worn on 
Armistice Day (11 November).

During the First World War, red poppies were among the 
first plants to grow and bloom on battlefields of northern 
France and Belgium. In soldiers' folklore, the poppy's vivid 
red came from the blood of their comrades soaking the 
ground. The connection was made most famously by 
Canadian Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae’s poem ‘In 
Flanders fields’ penned on the battlefield at Ypres in 1915.

Moina Michael, who worked for the American YMCA, read 
McCrae's poem and just before the Armistice she wrote a 
reply to McCrae: 'We shall keep the faith'. Michael set out 
to have the red poppy adopted in the United States as a 
national symbol of remembrance.  At a meeting of YMCA 
secretaries from other countries in November 1918, she 

talked about the 
poem and her 
poppies. Anna 
Guérin, the French 
YMCA secretary, 
took the idea 
further by selling 
poppies to raise 
money for widows, 
orphans, and needy 
veterans and their 
families.

In England in 1919, the British Legion sought an emblem 
to honour the dead and help the living. The Red Poppy was 
adopted as that emblem in 1921 and since then has been 
accepted as the Emblem of Remembrance. 

The Australian Returned Soldiers and Sailors Imperial 
League (the forerunner to the RSL) first sold poppies for 
Armistice Day in 1921. For this drive, the League imported 
one million silk poppies made in French orphanages. Each 
poppy was sold for a shilling with proceeds going to a 
charity for French children, the League’s welfare work and 
to the Leagues national coffers.

A century on, red poppies made from cloth continue to be 
sold in the lead up to Remembrance Day raising funds for 
the work of the Returned and Services League of Australia. 
They also adorn the panels of the Roll of Honour at the 
Australian War Memorial, where these poppies have been 
placed since 1993 when people waited to lay a single flower 
by the tomb of the Unknown Soldier in the Hall of Memory. 
They queued along the cloisters beside the Roll of Honour 
and by the end of the day, hundreds of RSL poppies had 
been pushed into the cracks between the panels bearing 
the names of the fallen. 

The poppy has also become very popular in wreaths used 
on Anzac Day. An early instance took place in Palestine, 
where poppies grow abundantly in the spring. In 1940, 
soldiers dropped a poppy as they filed past the Stone of 
Remembrance and a wreath of poppies picked from the 
slopes of Mt Scopus was laid.

100th 
poppy day

JCHERYL BAULCHI

Adapted from Flanders poppies | Australian War Memorial.
https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/customs-and-ceremony/poppies
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get enough momentum to slide up the other. The Chev 
just cruised through the mud. The Chev was featured in 
Bob Evans first film and started a movement, with other old 
cars appearing at Bells. Our Chev met its demise two years 
later after Ed sideswiped a car on the way home from the 
Torquay pub, and it was driven off the cliff at Jan Juc.

Around this time Ed took up board paddle racing, winning 
the Victorian State Board (16 ft) and Malibu relay titles 
with Jeff Watt in 1965. Special board shorts were made for 
The Torquay Surf Club for the paddlers, and became the 
requirement in surfing team events as well.

Sunday 18 April 1965 was the day of the "big" Easter Bells 
final won by Robert Connelly with Jeff Watt third (wearing 
the Torquay SLSC boardies). A rather reckless crew took 
out a surf boat which was swamped at Torquay and 
headed out to sea and east around Point Danger, with 
the crew hanging on. Bryan Hayden tried to swim out in a 
belt; skis could not get out in the huge seas and Ed, with 
Bill Luscombe, tried to get a line out on a double ski from 
the front beach. However, the line had too much drag 
and so they dropped it. Eventually they got to the boat 
and brought on one of the crew who was suffering from 
hypothermia. Finally, a speed boat with Owen Yateman as 
crew brought in the other crew members. The empty boat 
washed several kilometres east and beached at Bancoora 
the next day, with Ed and Col Blunt finding it and getting 
it back to Torquay. For their efforts those involved in the 
rescue, including Ed, were given bravery awards from SLSA.

About that time Ed got into the rag trade, selling unusual 
tight stretch jeans from his car between surfs. Rod Brooks 
recalls everybody suddenly appearing in tight jeans. Then 
he set up a clothing business based on printing t-shirts 
and sweatshirts called Beacham-Rattray with another 
Melbourne Grammar mate. An early job was to print these 
for the Bells Beach Surf Shop (BBSS) in Mumbles garage in 
Bell Street, Torquay, run by Claw Warbrick and Brian Singer, 

perhaps a precursor of that side of the Rip Curl business 
that emerged.

Ed subsequently took up sailing, taking Claw out at the 
Brighton yacht club and other Brighton events, and then 
crewing the 12-metre Dame Patty in Newport, Rhode Island 
in the Americas Cup challenge in 1967 with Jock Sturrock 
as captain.

Later Ed was to become a Torquay Surf Club stalwart, as 
president and life member, living in Torquay and mixing 
it up with his surfing and surf club mates. A ’larger than 
life‘ character, he was affectionately known as the "Big E", 
named after the US aircraft carrier USS Enterprise which 
visited Australia in the 1960s during the Vietnam war.

Ed Beacham lived a varied and rich life and will be missed 
for many reasons; we remember him here as a surfer and 
true Bells pioneer.
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JACK ROSS
When I met Jack Ross, he was a living by himself in a house on Ocean Bouleard, 
Jan Juc. I knew his friends, Fred and Ruth Stevens, who lived 'down the road' 
in Anglesea. Fred was a pilot with No. 456 Squadron RAAF, an Australian night 
fighter squadron that had served in England during WW2, where he met Ruth, 
an English lass serving in the WAAF. Fred suggested we pop up to see Jack, who 
had also served with 456 Squadron. The planes used by No. 456 Squadron were 
two-seat planes carrying a pilot and an observer who operated a radar set to 
help the pilot locate enemy planes in the dark of night. It emerged that Jack had 
been an observer with No. 456 Squadron.

I don't recall much of that meeting now. We were met by Jack and soon had 
a glass of scotch in hand. I do remember making the mistake of calling him a 
'Radar Operator', only to be met by a good natured glare and admonishment 
– "Observer, we were Observers!". Having researched this a bit more since, I 
think Jack understated their role somewhat, as they had to monitor the radar 
AND act as navigators to make sure they could return home, not an easy feat 
when operating at night and away from homing beacons. I also recall we had 
my toddler son Daniel with us, and Jack regaled us with a verse of 'Danny Boy'. 

Jack didn't talk a lot about himself; there were clearly demons from the past. 
There has been a lot of information available since on No. 456 Squadron and the 
men who served with it, and I have been able to learn the following. 

John Richard 'Jack' Ross was born in Warragul, Victoria on 12 November 1915 
and had been a shipping clerk in Melbourne before joining the Air Force, 
service number 401721. He joined No. 456 Squadron RAAF as an observer 
and initially teamed up with Pilot Officer Harry Smith, and Flying Officer Basil 
'Bas' Howard, though eventually flew with Bas. As well as flying night fighters 
sorties intercepting German aircraft and V1 bombs, No. 456 Squadron also flew 

 JPETER ROBERTSI

missions over enemy territory, shooting up anything they could find on the 
ground, missions to the Bay of Biscay to protect Coastal Command aircraft 
seeking out U-Boats, and fighter support for Bomber Command. 

Jack was promoted to Flight Lieutenant, and Bas finished up as a Wing 
Commander and Commanding Officer of the Squadron, both of them winning 
the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross. They shot down three enemy 
planes, including two, while providing night cover for the D-Day landings, 
and several V1 flying bombs.

Germany surrendered on 7 May 1945, and on 29 May, W/Cdr Bas Howard 
took off to fly to the Central Gunnery School at Catfoss, near Hull. Jack 
recalled seeing Bas in his flying gear that day and offered to fly with him. "I'll 
just grab my gear", but Bas told him not to worry; it was just a short local 
flight. Unfortunately, soon after taking off an engine failed. Bas decided to 
return and on his approach to land, the undercarriage failed to lock down. 
On his second approach the other engine failed, forcing him to ditch in the 
Blackwater River. He made a good approach, but the tail broke off as the 
aircraft hit the water, and the nose plunged beneath the surface. Howard, 
apparently knocked unconscious, drowned in the wreckage. It was an event 
that Jack never got over. "Bas used to loosen his straps once we were in the 
air," Jack told me as he downed another scotch, "And I was forever reminding 
him to tighten them up when we were landing." Jack was certain this is what 
had led to the death of Bas. "If only I'd been with him, I would have reminded 
him to do up his straps." Decades later, you could see the regret in his eyes. I 
got to see Jack once more before he passed away shortly after, in early 1992, 
another of our unknown, quiet heroes.
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CEMETERY TALES

The (Mandeville) Halls were a large family living at Fairhaven 
from the mid-1940s. Eight of the family are buried at the 
Bellbrae Cemetery Ihighlighted in green bold).

The connection with the area started when Herbert Mandeville 
Halls purchased the Fairhaven House in 1946. 

His grandfather, Frederick Augustus Mandeville, Belfast (Port 
Fairy) Town Clerk,  married Emily Maria Tucker in 1874. He 
registered as a teacher in Port Fairy  the following year, when 
their first child Emma Theriza (Emily), was born. Together they 
had at least another five children aged between fifteen and 
three when Frederick died intestate during 1891. 

During his lifetime, Frederick was Port Fairy town clerk for 
about twenty years, and he was a teacher, an accountant, 
auctioneer, later an actuary (statistician) for the Port Fairy 
Savings Bank. He was also selected in 1880 by the Loyal 
Liberal Association to contest the County Evelyn election 
for the Legislative Council position, but was defeated. He 
ran unsuccessfully for Richmond Council in 1883 and was 
Secretary of the Metropolitan Fire Brigade Association in 1885.  

Frederick Augustus and Emily 
Maria (Tucker) Mandeville with 
children Emma Thirza Emily, 
Marian Gladys and Oenone 
Idalia

Emily Mandeville married Herbert Alfred Halls, a traveller, in 1896. Herbert Mandeville Halls was one of eleven 
children from the marriage. Four of their sons served inWW2, as did three of their sons-in-law. Three daughters did 
not marry. Emily and her sister Marion, four of Emily and Alfred's children and one grandchild are buried at Bellbrae, 
identified with their name highlighted.

Children of Emily and Herbert HALLS are:

1. Thirza Doris Mandeville Halls (1897 - 1978 aged 82 years) – never married. She and her sister Gaye were 
Nurses at General Hospital Melbourne during 1922. Later she was nursing more locally around Burwood 
before moving to Fairhaven with brother Herb and sister Oenone. 

2. Gladys 'Gaye' Mandeville Halls (1898 - 1988). Toward the end of World War One Gaye trained as a 
Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) member. When the Spanish influenza epidemic 
hit Victoria, she volunteered to nurse in the Wilson Hall, Middle Brighton, being 
used as an emergency hospital. Gaye and her sister were the only members of 
staff who did not contract the disease. Gaye trained at the Royal Melbourne and 
Women's Hospitals before partnering with another graduate to open their own 
private hospital. After seven years, she joined the Melbourne District Nursing 
Society visiting the sick in their homes. She enjoyed this type of nursing so she 
signed up for two years with the Australian Inland Mission travelling overland 
from Broken Hill to Innamincka. After completing her contract she was appointed 
Matron-Bursar of the Melbourne University Women's College, and from there 
Gaye was appointed Matron of The Ballarat and District Benevolent Home. She 
remained there from 1940 to 1958 when she retired briefly from active nursing. 
In 1959 she accepted the position as first Matron of Geelong's Grace McKellar 
House. 

 In later years she married the owner of Inlet Lodge, Aireys Inlet, Bertram (Bert) Maxwell.  He served in WW2, 
Service No V25508 – and was promoted to Lieutenant in 26th Light Horse on 7 September 1939. Bertram died 
in 1977, aged 82. He was buried at Highton Cemetery with his first wife Alice (nee Quenelle), whom he had 
married in 1922.

TALES FROM BELLBRAE CEMETERY
JVICKI SMITH I

(MANDEVILLE) HALLS
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3 & 4.  Twins Herbert Mandeville Halls and Beauvais Mandeville Halls were born in 1900. 

 Beauvais aka ‘Mandy’ died at Wingen NSW on 9 April 1964 aged 64.

 Herbert (Bert) and Mandy were Orchardists at 'Koronyah' Prosser's Rd, Red Hill during the early 1920s before 
Bert moved to Brighton with other family members. He served in WW2, Service No VX119832, a Sapper in 5 
Docks Op Co.

 After returning from the war Bert lived at Elsternwick before he and other family moved to Fairhaven, Aireys 
Inlet.

Bert Halls and his sisters purchased the Fairhaven for £379 in 1946  from Robert Cowan, who had lived at the house 
and operated a tea-room and guest house which the 
Halls family continued to operate. As more siblings 
moved to Aireys Inlet, the cottage grew with extra 
rooms and buildings. Herb began his real estate 
business from the property.  They also ran a private 
camping ground and caravan park that became the 
annual holiday destination for many families.  Bert later 
opened an office next to the Aireys store and Post 
Office. He continued there until he sold the business 
to McMahon's Estate Agency in 1968. His Fairhaven 
property was also sold in 1968. Bert Halls died in 
Geelong in 1982, aged 82. Today's Fairhaven area 
derives its name from his camping establishment.  The 

camping ground was subdivided in c1955 by the Halls family. 

5.  Oenone Mandeville Halls (1902 – 1974 aged 
72 years) was a career nurse and never married. 
She left Auburn and moved to join the family at 
Fairhaven.

6.  Doreen Mandeville Halls was born in 1903, worked 
as a nurse and married Alfred Lawrence Sexton in 
1939, the same year their daughter Mary Doreen was born. Alfred served in WW2, Service No VX38505, Private 
in 105 Gen Trans Co. He was KIA in Burma during 1943. 

7.  Ruby Rosemary Mandeville Halls (1906 – 1981) worked as a nurse and never married.

8.  Rita Mandeville Halls (1907 – 1998) married Albert James Carr in 1937. Albert served in the Air Force during 
WW2, Service No 55269. He was a Leading Aircraftman 1st School Tech Training. Rita and Albert had a son 
Roger Vaughan Carr (1937-2013), Journalist and Screen Writer, who produced over 60 books and was often 
nominated for awards by the Children's Book Council of Australia. Rita was a Book Shop Owner.

9.  Alfred Mandeville Halls (1910  – 1976) served in WW2, Gunner 2/12 Field Reg – VX44420. Alfred married Esmie 
Mabel Stringer in 1949 at Sydney. Both were buried at Woronora Cemetery in Sydney.

10.  William Mandeville Halls (1912 – 1982) married Eugenia Marie Platt in 1949. He served in WW2, Service No 
VX782 Gunner 2/12 Field Regt with brother Frederick.

11.  Frederick Mandeville Halls (1917 - 1995) served in WW2, Service No VX902, Sergeant 2/2 Aust Field Regt. 
Frederick married Lois Marie Delahunty. Frederick and Lois had mixed success, with several businesses 
declaring bankruptcy in 1963. They had a daughter Erin who died in infancy, and a son Michael James Halls. 
Doris died two weeks earlier than her husband.

The family's aunt, Marian Gladys Mandeville (known as Gladys), was born in 1877, Port Fairy Victoria. She firstly married 
William Nimmo Spence in 1916, but sadly he died on 22 December 1917. Gladys then married Walter Henry Sage on 13 
October 1920. Walter was a Minister of Religion. 

Gladys and Walter are buried in a double grave at Bellbrae. Walter died 14 August 1965, aged 83 years, while Gladys 
lived another ten years. She died in her 100th year on 12 November 1975.
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CHRISTMAS
     DAY

Margaret Ganly
Images Supplied by Carleen Thoernberg

The earliest Christmas Day that I can remember must have been 
about 1918  or 1919.  It was a day of fear because all I can remember 
is that I had to kiss Father Christmas with his great white beard 
before I could get my present off the tree – probably only a single 
present, unlike today.

I can see it all now – just where the tree was, either behind or on 
the round table, and this big scary figure on the right side of the 
tree.  All the aunties, a few uncles and the cousins would have 
been around the big Scammell room.  The uncle who was missing 
was Uncle Jim, and I guess I knew it was him in the hot red outfit 
and that fuzzy beard.  Maybe I shut my eyes and peeked – I don't 
pretend to remember how it felt.  I have no recollection at all of 
what I received in return.  Other years, when each child was a bit 
older, things changed – maybe Uncle Jim was out of favour by then 
– he was a rather taciturn alcohol lover.  Anyway, being all of six, 
seven or even ten or eleven, we hung up our pillowslips the night 
before, still all as a big family at the Scammell.

In those days, being the only young girl child, I slept in the big ’girls‘ 
room with at least six aunties.  We didn't suffocate because there 
were two small portholes and one window, and a central hole in 
the ceiling allowing the stuffy air to rise up into the rafters of the 
roof.  There would have been three or four boys and an uncle or 
two in the only other bedroom, which had bunks for six, no ceiling 

(only the iron roof) and a door to the open balcony and 
the ocean breezes.  Imagine how it was in a heatwave!

I guess there would have been more than one present 
by this time. I collected small celluloid animals and was 
always given one or two new animals for birthdays and 
Christmas.  I cannot remember any specific item I received 
at this time.  Nor can I remember if I gave my mother a 
present, but as years went on I know I gave some little 
thing to each auntie, and the presents increased in value 
and were given in affection, not with ideas of receiving in 
return.

A big family dinner was held at midday.  The first course 
is not something young people remember, but the 
Christmas pudding is, with its threepences or even a 
sixpence or two.  I remember sitting on the south side of 
the long trestle table, only managing two helpings, while 
one greedy and spoilt cousin was putting away about 
four helpings. He always found more money because his 
adoptive mother (who was also his aunt) always refilled 
his plate out in the kitchen and slid the coins in amongst 
the gluey pudding and custard.  It didn't seem fair that he 
got so much.

One Christmas we did not go down to Torquay to stay until 

after Christmas Day.  Mum had never provided a Christmas 
meal at home and, maybe, this was an emergency, and we 
had braised lamb from meat that had been bought for the 
dog by "Charlie", who minded Mack in our absence.  We 
were old enough to think this was funny, and so it was, 
but mum took a lot of ragging over feeding us dog's meat.  
There would never have been any shortage of goodies in 
the following holidays at Torquay, with eggs, meat, cream 
and cakes from the farm of the doting adoptive mother 
who spoiled the boy with the elastic stomach.

They were happy family days and times that have kept a 
band of relatives as good friends down through the years.  
It is good to remember. 

Margaret was the descendant of one of our 
earliest settlers, William Pride and we doubt 
there is anyone who had seen more change in 
our town than Margaret. As a child she spent her 
summer days at the Scammell house with her 
family and would explore the beaches and the 
little town with wonderful freedom. She told us 
once that the children were so free to roam that 
her mother would stand at the door and ring a 
big bell when lunch was ready and they would 
scurry home.
She was a regular golfer up until 2 years before 
her death aged 104. She set a cracking pace on 
course ,always pulling her own clubs
By virtue of her long life Margaret was a 
wonderful resource to Museum Without Walls 
and was always generous with her time and 
happy to share her stories and photos.

Image: Margaret at Torquay around 1930

Margaret on the left with Noel and Roma Quick



ANDREW THOMSON 
ABERCROMBIE
Contributed by Gwen Threlfall

Mt. Duneed History Group

http://mdpa.weebly.com/blog

Many of the former pupils attending the jubilee 
of the Mount Duneed State School in March 1928 
remembered Andrew Thomson Abercrombie. He 
began teaching at the common school held in the 
Church of England building in 1868. Over a hundred 
students were attending which necessitated 
the appointment of Thomas Rainford to assist. 
Education was not free, and it was not compulsory. 
Every Monday morning fees were collected. The 
new state school was opened on 11 February, 1878 
across the road from the Church of England school, 
on the corner of Torquay and Mount Duneed Roads. 
Andrew Abercrombie became the head teacher at 
the new school until 1882.

- Mt. Duneed Primary School Centenary

Andrew, born in Midlothian, Scotland in 1845, was 
the son of Andrew Thomas and Mary (née Thomson) 
Abercrombie. In 1853 at the age of 8 years, he came to 
Australia with his parents, brother Robert (born 1843) and 
sister Elizabeth Waddell (born 1849). Two more siblings 
were born in Australia, Ralph in 1855 and Jessie Brown 
in 1863. Ralph taught for four years at a night school in 
the old St James School buildings in Aberdeen Street, 
Newtown, on the east side of Cumberland Street. This 
school, which began in January 1876 as Newtown State 
School, used the buildings of the old St James school until 
the new Newtown State School was built further west 
in Aberdeen Street. He also assisted in day classes. He 
moved to Yarram Yarram near Port Albert in 1880.

In 1866 he married Mary Anna, daughter of Samuel and 
Anna (née Heath) Kenshole. Their children were:

• Jessie Elizabeth — born 23 June 1867 Chilwell, 
Geelong, married Creighton Wilson Rankine 24 
May 1898 (Queen's birthday) at Christian Chapel, 
Swanston Street, Melbourne, died 1912 Hawthorn

• Mary Anna — born 1869 Mount Duneed, married 
Thomas Stafford

• Agnes — born 29 July 1870 Mount Duneed, married 
Sidney John Grace 20 January 1892 at her father's 
house Albert Park, died 1895 Cue WA

• Blanch — born 15 June 1872 Mount Duneed, Mount 
Duneed. On 18 December 1887, Blanch, aged five 
years, died from a fractured skull caused by a kick 
from a horse on 14 December. This happened after 
school when her father had unharnessed the horse. 
She was buried at Mount Duneed Cemetery.

• Mary Beatrice Heath — born 1874 Mount Duneed, 
married Walter Thistlethwaite 16 November 1898 at 
her father's residence, died 1952 Malvern

• Constance Lucretia — born 1876 Mount Duneed, 
died 9 March 1906 Murchison

• Andrew — born 17 June 1878 Mount Duneed, died 
1970 Camberwell

• Maud Thomson — born 1880 Mount Duneed, 
married Dickson Russell Johnston

• Ralph — born 19 June 1881 Mount Duneed, died 
3 May 1957 Hawthorn. He was appointed Auditor-
General from 1 September 1938. He continued in this 
role until 1946. 

• Eva Mabel — born 1883 Tower Hill, died 1969 Balwyn

• James McGregor — born 1885 Tower Hill, died 1960 
Camberwell 

Andrew took an active interest in public life and held many 
honorary positions, including treasurer of the Victorian 
Male Teachers Association and president of the State 
Schools Teachers' Union.

In March 1910, while head teacher of Victoria Park State 
School, he retired after 45 years' service. The staff and 
scholars presented him with a dressing case, travelling 
rug, silver serviette ring, a gold medal and other tokens 
of appreciation. He had commenced his career at the 
beginning of 1865 as a trainee in the old Queen Street 
Church of England Training College. He then served in 
Geelong at the Saffron Street Wesleyan Day School (a 
common school), Mount Duneed, Koroit, Melbourne, Saint 
Kilda, South Melbourne, Bendigo and Victoria Park.

He died at the age of 81 at his home Woodlands in Yarra 
Street, Hawthorn, Victoria, on 2 March 1926. Mary Anna 
died in 1885.

Andrew Abercrombie Jnr. enlisted in AIF during WW1

Andrew Thomson Abercrombie, head teacher Victoria Park State 
School — from The Leader 25 September 1909
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