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Torquay Museum Without Walls is 
a proud volunteer-run organization. 
In publishing History Matters 
our volunteers do everything 
from research, writing, editing, 
photography and page layouts. Each 
edition also includes contributions 
of stories and photography from 
supporters of our work.

We are very grateful for  the 
support of our  sponsors 
identified opposite and those  
who contribute in any way to the 
magazine.

Volunteers play an important role in 
the operation of our history group. 
They work in a variety of areas 
including research, filing, data 
entry, collections management, 
photography and working with 
community groups.

VOLUNTEER WITH US: We 
welcome new people and you don’t 
have to be an expert in history. A 
friendly attitude and willingness to 
join in is all you need.
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Photos Torquay Golf Club

Torquay
Golf club

The Torquay Golf Club is a green oasis in the centre of 
our town. The view of the ocean from it, and across it, 
are enjoyed by visitors and locals alike. Many have visited 
the clubhouse over the years. It has been a place of great 
camaraderie. Weddings, birthdays and funerals have 
been held there, at times ashes have been scattered 
over the picturesque 17th hole (no longer permitted). The 
Friday night raffle draws have always seen the member's 
lounge packed. The golf club has been a popular place for 
many summer visitors and campers; the spike bar and the 
old deck overlooking the course were popular gathering 
spots for an evening drink. 

This year, 2020, The Torquay Golf Club turns 100 and 
although Covid has restricted many planned celebrations 
it has not stopped members from reminiscing about the 
history of a wonderful Golf Club.

The end of the First World War brought a period of great 
optimism and progress for many, as Australia was eager 
to leave the hardships of war behind. Australians have 
always loved their sport, so it is little wonder that here in 
Torquay, in 1920, residents held a meeting at the public 
hall to discuss the formation of a Golf Club.

Golf was first played in Torquay at Taylor Park. In 1908 

the Torquay Improvement Association arranged to have 
part of the reserve ploughed and grass sewn so that 
holidaymakers to the town could enjoy some golf. By 1911 
three holes had been completed and play meant going 
around the course three times. A modest starters shed 
was erected on the condition that it was removable, but 
no competitions were held. 

The land where the golf club sits was first settled by cousins 
Silas and Elias Harding who, in 1841, established the 
Mount Pleasant Run, 1280 acres of property southwest of 
Spring Creek. In 1853 Elias, a farmer from South Petherton 
in Somerset applied to the Crown to purchase 160 acres 
of land under pre-emptive right. Maps at the time show a 
hut and a woolshed with a garden area, and a large dam 
roughly where the present clubhouse sits. By 1862 Elias 
moved to Queensland and sold the Mt Pleasant run to his 
son Samuel for £400. Local settler Andrew White, always 
on the lookout for a bargain and to add to his holdings, 
purchased it in 1862. He then sold it and purchased it 
again in 1873 for £600. White then retained ownership for 
the next 50 years.

By late October 1920, it was decided that a more permanent 
and fitting Golf Course was in order for Torquay. Mr G.A. 

Horne called a meeting at the Public Hall and conducted 
the vote to establish the Torquay Golf Club. Mr A. Crowe 
was elected the first Club President and Mr Horne and Mr 
G.F. Walter served as Vice Presidents. In attendance were 
Messrs T.A. Ingpen, B.L. Drayton, W.O. Purnell, J. Crowe, 
J.B. Smith, J. Harcombe, T. Crowe, C. Follett, J.B. Smith, A. 
Wilson, G. Berryman, P. Luck, O.l Batten. Fees were set at 
10/- for men and 5/- for Associates.

The original committee negotiated to lease land from 
the Public Trustees on the east side of Spring Creek, 
and it was here the first holes were laid out. The prime 
objective set at the very first meeting was to have a nine-
hole course, playable by Christmas. This was an ambitious 
goal given the rough paddocks were commonly used for 
grazing. Not to be deterred the land was slashed and 
greens flattened and identified with metre high white 

posts around the edges. A small 
wooden clubhouse was installed 
next to the first tee. This was a 
redundant building relocated 
from the Geelong Hospital and 
comprised two change rooms 
and a small meeting area 

Mr. A. V. Crowe

The Torquay Golf Club sits on Wadawurrung land, which stretched from the grasslands of the Werribee River along 
the coast as far south as Aireys Inlet, and inland towards Ballarat. The people were part of the Kulin Nation. The 
Wadawurrung is a proud and strong tribe. They were hunters and gatherers, and the areas around Torquay provided 
them with abundant food. The ocean and wetlands gave fish, shellfish, mussels and oysters. They were known to 
camp along the banks of Spring Creek and doubtless wandered over parts of the current Golf Club. The Moonah 
trees provided shelter and protection from the wind, and the grasslands and heath were also rich with leaves and 
berries that could be cooked up. The tertragonia, native spinach that gobbles up golf balls, was a popular part of 
their diet.

Golf working committee outside the 
Palace Hotel.  

CHRIS BARR
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On a layout that mostly encompassed the present-
day camp ground, the first round was indeed played 
by Christmas with the first event being won by Mr G.F. 
Walter. The Committee had achieved the first goal they 
set themselves.

By May 1921 an application was made to the Victorian Golf 
Association for affiliation. In November 1922 the first of 
the monthly medals were inaugurated.

The President, Mr Arthur Crowe, who was the proprietor 
of the Palace Hotel. For most of the early years, the 
hotel served both as a meeting place for the committee 
and as a watering hole after a game. The ninth hole was 
conveniently located closest to the Hotel.

After only one year of operation the Committee decided 
they needed to secure their long-term future.  A more 

permanent and fitting golf course was made possible by 
the offer from the son of Andrew White, Alfred Gilbert 
White. An agreement between the club and A.G. White 
provided the opportunity for the club to improve the 
layout, incorporating both sides of the creek. He would 

lease the fledgeling club land 
on the west side of the Spring 
Creek.

The committee then engaged 
George Lowe to design a new 
nine-hole course, which opened 
in 1924. The first and ninth holes 
were located on the east side 

of the creek; the remaining seven holes were over the 
west side on Whites land. Golfers used a rickety wooden 
bridge to cross the creek. The ninth hole also required 
hitting over the creek- a challenge to finish the round and 

a burial ground for many golf balls. Enterprising locals kids 
supplemented their pocket money retrieving them and 
selling them back to members.

In 1933 the Club was able to purchase the land it leased 
from Alfred White and again engaged an architect to 
redesign the course and build a clubhouse. This time 
leading course architect Mick Morcom and his son Vern. 
This first proper clubhouse was opened in October 1937, 
on the east side of the creek set among the pine trees. 
Mr Basil N.M. Collins provided funds for this building. He 
was Club president for ten years and was a tireless worker 
and generous donor. He is remembered in Torquay with a 
stone bench, which can still be found on public land down 
by the creek close to where the original building stood.

It was only a year later, in 1938 that the idea of an eighteen-
hole course was suggested. The onset of World War 2 put 
all plans on hold as many members enlisted, petrol was 
rationed and play for most events was suspended.

The post-war years saw great development; in 1948 an 

extraordinary meeting approved the purchase of more 
land to enable the completion of an 18-hole course. 
Permission was granted to spend £2500. The enterprising 
committee, led by President Fred Vary, approached local 
dairy farmer Ted Charles to purchase 61 acres, enough 
to fulfil their needs Charles, however would only sell his 
whole parcel of 123 acres with a £4500 price tag. This was 
well beyond the golf club budget.

Fred Vary was not dissuaded. The Golf Club constitution 
prevented the club from land dealings; consequently, five 
men from the golf club formed a syndicate, independent 
of the Golf Club, called the Torquay Golf Estate Syndicate 
with Frederick Vary as the Trustee. Other members 
were Laurie Dean, Harold Humphrey, Milton Rowe, and 
Rupert Weaver. This syndicate in 1949 purchased the 
land from Ted Charles. They subdivided half of the land 
into 265 blocks with green space reserves. The lots were 
sold through a ballot process. The Golf Estate thus came 
into being. The newly made Hoylake Ave separated the 
lots from the course. Streets within the subdivision were 
named after well-known overseas golf courses. The 
syndicate was then able to sell the remaining 63 acres to 
the club for £1500 a saving of £1000 on what had been 
budgeted. The syndicate also donated five large blocks 
of land on the Anglesea Road. By 1951 these blocks were 
sold, each fetching £300, thus covering the clubs total 
acquisition.

 Vern Morcom was again employed to come up with a 
new layout for the new back nine. In October 1952, the 
new course was officially opened. There were at that time, 
365 members, comprising 198 males, 13 juniors, 149 
associates and five social members.

Torquay entered teams in district pennant with success 

and entertained visitors to the Club regularly. World War 
2 veteran, Joe Briody joined the club in 1952 and quickly 
made his mark in the district. He won his first Club 
Championship in 1953 and would go on to win 13 more. 
He also won 10-district championship and represented 
the club with distinction in many pennant wins and state 
events.

In 1957 members voted to purchase the former 
Melbourne Olympic Village athletes dining room for their 
new clubhouse. This was relocated and rebuilt on top 
of the hill, alongside the Anglesea Road and meant the 
existing first hole over the creek was decommissioned. Mr 

George Lowe
 Joe Briody             Photo Lou Horan
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Tom Maloney purchased bar equipment from the Eastern 
View Hotel, and in 1957 the committee voted to increase 
the membership and at the same time applied for a liquor 
licence.

By 1959 the new Clubhouse was ready and the old 
Clubhouse was sold to the Torquay Public Reserves 
Committee for £3500.

A putting practise green was built in front of the 
new clubhouse. A pro shop was built adjacent to it. 
Various extensions were made in the following years, 
memberships were increased, and Sportsmen’s days and 
championships and pennant successes were achieved. 

There have also been many improvements to the course. 
Soil was brought in to help with flooding. Water for the 
course had been a constant challenge.  Bores have been 
sunk, a reticulated water system installed, on course 
dams constructed. An off-site dam was built in Jan Juc and 
catchment from the neighbouring streets was achieved.

Life Memberships have been awarded to 23 members 
over the past 100 years, all of who have made significant 
contributions to the club. The most recent to Mandy 
Buckley, who joined the club in 1988 and has claimed 
the ladies championship an astounding 26 times. She 
collected eight district championships and been the state 
champion four times. She is an icon at the club. 

The annual Golf week in October, which has been running 

for 75 years brings thousands of golfers from all over 
Victoria and interstate to Torquay and has always been 
wonderfully supported by local businesses.

For 90 years volunteers were the backbone of the club. 
The “Tuesday Gang”, led by Cec Browning, Gary Bath and 
Bill Naughton assisted with maintenance and upkeep of 
the course. When money was tight, they would pitch in 
and help the greenkeeper.

Ladies too have been generous with their time in 
supporting the club. In the days before a kitchen was 
built, they would chip in and cater for 100 or more guests 
at club functions. Often playing a round golf and rushing 
home to cook casseroles and make deserts. 

Anzac day in Torquay begins with a dawn service at Point 
Danger and for many the afternoon is spent on the golf 
course in support of legacy, a tradition started in 1950 
and run for many years by Gordon Hepburn.

Under the Presidency of the charismatic Bob Loader, a 
Pro-Am was introduced in 1993 and ran for 14 years. It was 
the highlight of summer in Torquay as big names players 
arrived, including Stuart Appleby and Robert Allenby. V.J 
Singh arrived one year and without accommodation, he 
slept on the pro shop floor. Celebrities drew big crowds 
and the fun and entertainment from Shirley Strachan and 
Owen Yateman's Big Fat Brass is still talked about today.

Undoubtedly the most tumultuous time in the Club history 
came in 2007 when the members voted to accept the offer 
from the RACV to buy the club. It was an emotional time 
for many but the club's future had been secured. Moving 
forward became the most important thing. 

The club is indebted to all committees and members for 
their continued efforts to establish the Torquay Golf Club 
from its humble beginnings to its present magnificent 
state. 

Member Ron Haeberle in the foreword to the centenary 
book published in 2020 sums up the feeling of so many:

    “No matter how spectacular our course is or how good our 
Club facilities are the most important asset at the Torquay 
Golf Club is its members. It is they who have helped shape our 
Club. The diversity of members has brought vibrancy and a 
sense of belonging to the Club. It is a truly egalitarian club.”

Members feel blessed to have such a beautiful course, 
standing on the 17th tee watching the surfers in the waves 
of Jan Juc or majestic ship making its way through The 
Heads provides enough joy to forget a woeful scorecard. 

The present Club Committee and members look forward 
to being able to celebrate 100 years of the Torquay Golf 
Club in its 101st Year in 2021.   

SOURCES
(Oliver, Peter) 1920-2020- Reflecting on 100 years of the Torquay 
Golf Club.

(Baulch, Cheryl) 2017 History Matters, Editions 6 & &

McCartney Family at the entrance to the clubhouse    
Photo McCartney Family Collection

GRS 2009/1752     Torquay Golf Club,
Geelong Heritage Centre Archives

Mandy Buckley
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LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT

2020 is the year for Council elections. 

The earliest forms of local government in the Shire were 
the district road boards established in the 1850s and 
1860s. These boards were mainly responsible for the care 
and maintenance of district roads and bridges.

The new Road District of Barrabool which began business 
on 24 December 1853 was proclaimed in the Government 
Gazette on 3 January 1854. It was the second road district 
to be created in the colony, the Belfast District Road 
Board being the first. This action was as a result of the 
Road Act being amended in 1853 and a new body ’The 
Central Roads Board‘ created.

The following year there was consideration and an 
invitation given to amalgamating with the Connewarre 
Road Board and the Borough of South Barwon, to form 
one large Shire, but an agreement couldn’t be reached.

The Annual Meeting of the Barrabool Roads Board held 
on 13 March 1863 with 400 people in attendance was 
very “noisy” meeting. Elections were held, and a new 
committee established. The following week Dr Minter was 
elected chairman of this authority. New boundaries were 
established in June 1863.

In 1865 the Barrabool Roads Board divided the area into 
three Ridings. It became a Shire on 13 June 1865 without 
amalgamating with the Borough of South Barwon. The 
first elections for the new Shire councillors were held in 

1866. The Pioneer Councillors on the new Shire included 
Messrs. Hopkins (President), Piper, Dwyer, Smale, Moran, 
Riches, Gundry, MacKenzie and Dr Heath.

When Torquay came into existence, it was within the Shire of 
Barrabool’s boundaries. In 1890 with the encouragement 
of the Spring Creek (Torquay) Improvement Association 
(TIA) the Public Works Department adjusted Barrabool’s 
boundaries making Spring Creek Road (later Torquay 
Road/Surf Coast Highway) the border between the two 
Shires. The change came into effect in October dismissing 
the objection of South Barwon Shire who believed it was a 
disadvantage to include the township of Puebla (Torquay) 
within its boundary.

Following the 1890 boundary change, there were two 
other changes in the Shire boundary when a portion of 
Winchelsea Shire was annexed to Barrabool in May 1927 
then again in February 1958. The reasoning was to make 
all the Coastal area into one Riding which led to all three 
Councillors of the Coast Riding coming from Anglesea.

During 1903 consideration was again given to South 
Barwon Shire and Barrabool Shire amalgamating. This 
conversation occurred again in 1911.

There were three other unsuccessful attempts to change 
the Shire boundary. In 1961 ratepayers in the Parish of 
Gherang Gherang sought to be transferred from the 
Shire of Winchelsea to the Shire of Barrabool. The Local 

Government Advisory Board denied the request.

In 1963 both Barrabool and Winchelsea Councils 
agreed on a proposal that a small section of Barrabool 
territory at North Lorne be transferred to Winchelsea 
Shire. After some surprise objections and subsequent 
developments, the Local Government Advisory Board 
did not approve the transfer.

There was also a presentation of a petition to the 
Governor-in-Council on 30 March 1965. The petition 
sought consideration that the greater part of the 
Connewarre Riding in the Shire of South Barwon be 
cut off from that Municipality and placed in the Shire of 
Barrabool. The area included Torquay (South Barwon 
Section) and Breamlea. The petition sought a poll of 
ratepayers as to which Council should govern the area. 
On 21 September 1965, the government refused this 
request.

On 18 May 1993, parts of the Shire were annexed to 
the newly created City of Greater Geelong under the 
premiership of Jeff Kennett. On 9 March 1994, the Shire 
of Barrabool was abolished, and along with part of the 
former City of South Barwon and most of the Shire of 
Winchelsea, was merged into the newly created Surf 
Coast Shire. 

SOURCES:

Geelong Advertiser and Intelligencer, 31/12/1853 p4
 Shire of Barrabool Centenary 1865-1965

Council at time of Shire Jubilee 1915

Surf Coast Shire Offices, Torquay

Barrabool Shire Offices, Torquay

1978 South Barwon Shire Offices, Mt. Pleasant Road
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BIRTH OF THE
SURF COAST SHIRE

Some saw the creation of the Surf 
Coast Shire as a positive revolution, 
but others were angry at the idea 
and process.

When Jeff Kennett won the 
election, one of his first tasks 
was to amalgamate councils in 
1993/94. There was no messing 
around - he just did it! It has 
been 26 years since the council 
amalgamations. 

Toni McCormack, who was 
appointed the Commissioner to 
establish the Surf Coast Shire, 
recalls the events that took place

Local government is regarded as the level of government 
closest to the people. The ‘grass roots’ nature of local 
government enables elected councillors and their officers 
to respond fairly quickly to current issues and concerns 
within the limits imposed by budgets, revenue and 
strategic plans. In Victoria, a program of local government 
reform in the 1990s reduced the number of municipalities 
from 210 to 79, mainly to ensure that Councils had the 
economic strength to serve their communities.

Surf Coast Shire came into being though an Order-
in-Council on 9 March 1994, amalgamating most of 
Winchelsea and Barrabool Councils along with parts of 
the recently formed City of Greater Geelong. The first year 
of governance was in the hands of a local government 
commissioner and the Shire returned to a democratically 
elected Council on 25 March 1995. 

Today there are 79 municipalities in Victoria. Elections take 
place every four years on the fourth Saturday of October 
- the next election is in October this year. To be eligible to 
stand for Council, candidates must be Australian citizens; 
at least 18 years of age on Election Day; and enrolled to 
vote in the municipal district in which they are standing. 

In addition to advice from the Office of Local Government, 
Councillors are supported by two bodies - the Municipal 
Association of Victoria and the Victorian Local Governance 
Association. Officers belong to a professional association 
known as Local Government Professionals which itself is 
an amalgamation of the Victorian branches of the Institute 
of Municipal Management, the Institute of Municipal 
Engineers and the Community Services Association.

History

The first local authorities in the colony of New South Wales 
were the Roads Boards whose role often expanded into 
local matters beyond roads management. In 1842, the 
New South Wales Constitution Act attempted to divide 
the colony into districts, but this was not very successful, 
possibly because the community had not initiated it. Soon 
afterwards, the ‘movers and shakers’ in Geelong achieved 
incorporation of the town, and in 1849 Geelong became 
the third municipality in the colony of New South Wales. 
Sydney and Melbourne were the other two. It should be 
noted that this was prior to 1851 when Victoria separated 

from New South Wales. Between 1855 and 1860, 35 
municipalities were incorporated in Victoria, and by the 
time that local government reform was activated in 1992, 
there were 210 local government authorities, variously 
called cities, towns, boroughs and shires led by Mayors or 
Shire Presidents.

By the 1980s many of the smaller municipalities had 
become financially unviable, some experiencing negative 
growth over a number of years. In some country towns 
people had moved to larger areas for employment, and it 
was difficult to run any form of local government without 
a strong dependency on Victorian Grants Commission 
money. Despite compulsory voting, voter turnout at 
elections was around 60% of those eligible to vote, 
and only about 50% of seats were contested - in some 
municipalities, the group of people who sat as Councillors 
had their own little fiefdoms that few people were willing 
to interrupt.

1980s and 1990s Reform

During the 1980s under the Labor government there was 

List of former and current mayors
• Cr Noel Bates (1995–1997)
• Cr Henry Love (1997–1998)
• Cr Julie Hansen (1998–2000)
• Cr Mike Barrow (2000–2001)
• Cr Beth Davidson (2001–2004)
• Cr Keith Grossman (2004–2005)
• Cr Libby Mears (2005–2006)
• Cr Rose Hodge (2006–2007)
• Cr Dean Webster (2007–2008)
• Cr Libby Mears (2008–2009)
• Cr Libby Coker (2009–2010)
• Cr Dean Webster (2010–2011)
• Cr Brian McKiterick (2011–2012)
• Cr Libby Coker (2012–2013)
• Cr Rose Hodge (2013–2014)
• Cr Margot Smith (2014–2015)
• Cr Rose Hodge (2015–2016)
• Cr Brian McKiterick (2016-2017)
• Cr David Bell (2017-2018)
• Cr Rose Hodge (2018-present)

By Toni McCormack
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a strong push to look at amalgamating Councils and there 
were a number of studies undertaken during this time. 
Stuart Morris (now a QC and a former head of VCAT) was 
charged with the job of moving around Victoria discussing 
ways that Councils might merge, offering scenarios which 
certainly annoyed many people, especially Councillors 
who felt that their own area was going to be a taken over. 
In Geelong there was a serious study chaired by Patricia 
Heath, to investigate possible combinations of Councils. 
The Heath Report gave impetus for the government of 
the day to reduce the number of Councils in Victoria. 
However, this was briefly stalled when Joan Kirner’s Labor 
government lost the election in November 1992. 

The new Liberal Premier Jeff Kennett announced a strong 
reform agenda, especially in the local government area, 
appointing National Upper House member Hon. Roger 
Hallam as Minister for Local Government, charged with 
the job of getting on with amalgamating Councils. 

An early part of local government reform was the 
introduction of compulsory competitive tendering. The 
purpose of this requirement was to a make Councils 
become more financially accountable for projects by 
competing with private enterprise, meaning that Council 
staff had to become much more oriented to a commercial 
way of doing things. 

Another initiative was the formation of the Local 
Government Board, which was charged with the 
responsibility to investigate current municipalities and 
recommend sensible amalgamations. The Board was 
chaired by the former mayor of Prahran, Leonie Burke. 
Leonie and some other members of the board went on 
to become members of parliament, and they were well 
versed in Kennett reforms. By 1995, the 210 municipalities 
had been replaced by 77 new Councils and one surviving 
Council (Queenscliffe). At the same time, 1600 elected 
Councillors were replaced over the transition period by 
about 200 commissioners.

Greater Geelong City Council

The first amalgamation was not driven by the Local 
Government Board. The Greater Geelong City Council 
basically emerged from the Heath Report which was 
developed further in a report in March 1993 from the 
Audit Review of Municipal Structure in the Geelong 
Region. The new City was created by an Act of Parliament 
and came into being in May 1993. The Greater Geelong 
City Council amalgamated Geelong, South Barwon, 
Bellarine, Corio, Newtown, Geelong West and the Torquay 
part of Barrabool. Interestingly, Queenscliffe managed to 

escape the amalgamation despite the recommendation of 
the audit review.

Four commissioners were appointed to replace 78 
councillors, and became the Council for the new 
municipality. Bill Dix, former chairman of Qantas and Ford, 
was appointed Chief Commissioner, supported by former 
Labor leader and Minister Frank Wilkes, former Liberal 
Minister Glyn Jenkins, and former Mayor of Warrnambool, 
Toni McCormack. The six CEOs of the previous Councils 
were allocated portfolios, but were not successful in their 
applications for the position of CEO for the new Council. 
Following an intensive selection process, Commissioner 
Dix appointed David Niven as the first Chief Executive of 
the Greater Geelong City Council.

At the same time, the Geelong Regional Commission was 
disbanded with the assets transferring to the City. Peter 
Johnstone was appointed to wind down the organisation.

Surf Coast Shire

The people of Torquay were concerned that their interests 
would be diminished as part of the larger Greater Geelong 
structure, and they agitated for their own municipality. 
The Local Government Board’s first task was to look at 
this request and determine the financial viability of a 
Council that would include the Torquay section of the new 
City of Greater Geelong, along with the rest of Barrabool 
and Winchelsea Shires. 

On 9 March 1994, Minister Roger Hallam called a 
meeting in the Winchelsea Shire Offices to announce 
the adoption of the Surf Coast Shire. The original 
Order, made on 25 February 1994, constituted 
the Council as Barrabool and Winchelsea Shire 
Council, but when the order was published in a 
special Government Gazette on 9 March, there 
was also an amending order changing the name to 
Surf Coast Shire Council. The order appointed one 
commissioner, Toni McCormack who moved across 
from the Geelong amalgamation team, and an 
interim Chief Executive Officer, Dr David Roach who 
had been the Director of Warrnambool Institute of 
Advanced Education (now part of Deakin University). 
The Minister directed that the administration centre 
was to be located at Winchelsea. The Commissioner 
became ‘the Council’, and all Council meetings, 
followed by a community forum, took place at 
Winchelsea for the duration of the Commissioner’s 
term. However, the Winchelsea location proved to 
be inefficient for day-to-day administration, so the 
former Barrabool building at Torquay became the 
new administrative centre in late June, with smaller 
customer service centres retained at Winchelsea and 
Lorne.

The Order also prescribed that the first general 
election of Councillors would take place on 25 March 
1995. This meant the Commissioner and staff had 
just 12 months to amalgamate two and a half Councils 
with very different accounting systems and planning 
rules and distinctive geographical areas embracing 
quite different coastal and rural profiles.

First Tasks

As soon as the shire was established, former 
CEOs, Merv Hair (Barrabool) and Michael Courtney 
(Winchelsea) along with Shire Engineers Don Welsh 
(Barrabool) and John Wilkin (Winchelsea) were 
allocated portfolios and asked to integrate staff from 
both former Councils into new teams.

In preparation for the announcement of the new 
Shire, Barton Advertising was engaged to prepare 
logo options for stationery and signage. The logo that 

was chosen involved a mix of colour and type font, 
the idea being to suggest both the hinterland and the 
coast. The background colour of green-blue was said 
to represent the water around Lorne. 

The Commissioner appointed the former shire 
presidents, Lindy Crossland (Winchelsea) and the 
late Max Anderson (Barrabool) as a Transition 
Advisory Committee. This ensured that there was 
local knowledge readily available, and provided a 
strong support team at public meetings and special 
events. Max and Lindy gave generously of their time, 
and willingly represented the Commissioner on many 
occasions. Other Councillors were approached and 
invited to join new committees or remain as the 
representative on outside bodies such as the Geelong 
Regional Library, water authorities, recreation 
reserves and foreshore committees. A major task 
was to work with the internal staff to manage the 
consolidation of finances, planning and local laws. 
The interim CEO, along with the senior officers, took 
responsibility for this work, giving the Commissioner 
time to communicate more widely with community 
groups and individuals. 

Consolidation and Planning

Minister Hallam had given a direction that there 
should be a 20% reduction in rates, or equivalent 
increase in benefits, across the new Shire He also 
required a business plan that would show savings of 
at least $2 million. This proved to be quite a challenge 
because the Local Government Board report had 
included some financial modelling, but did not 
include staffing overhead costs nor the capital costs 
of asset transfers. 

The Commissioner and interim CEO commenced the 
preparation of corporate plan and an accompanying 
business plan for the shire, showing savings 
projections over three years. This was achieved 
with input from an outside consultant who was also 
able to advise the Commissioner on the developing 
organisational climate in preparation for setting up 
the new organisational structure. 

A primary responsibility for the Commissioner was to 
appoint a permanent CEO. It was decided to approach 
the MAV and the professional associations for advice 
on the appointment process, and this resulted in the 
inclusion of two officers from other Councils on the 
interview panel. In late July, Peter Anderson, formerly 
CEO of Kilmore Council, commenced Chief Executive 

The map shows the area covered by Greater Geelong. All 
of Torquay became part of the City instead of the previous 
arrangement where the area west of the highway belonged to 
Barrabool, and the eastern side to South Barwon. 
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duties on a five-year contract, taking up the duties begun 
by David Roach whose interim appointment was then 
terminated. 

In addition to continuing work on the business plan 
and organisational structure for the Shire, the new CEO 
negotiated with the City of Greater Geelong to purchase 
Surf World Plaza in Torquay. This facility had been the 
property of the Geelong Regional Commission, then 
transferred to the City of Greater Geelong and, in turn, 
had to be purchased by Surf Coast Shire. More money had 
to be borrowed to do this, and the business plan needed 
to include the challenge of generating sufficient rental 
income from shops in the complex to pay the cost of the 
loan. 

Community Involvement

While the CEO worked on the financial development of 
the Shire, the Commissioner worked with the community 
to establish a ‘total shire’ approach to key elements of 
the corporate plan. A program of public meetings and 
discussion groups resulted in the formation of working 
groups and committees with shire-wide representation. 
The Surf Coast Tourism Board was set up, and there were 
task groups for Recreation, Arts and Culture, Environment 
and Sustainability, Economic Development, and Rural 
Issues. In turn this led to the appointment of officers to 
service these areas. The development of a Conservation 
Strategy was well received by the community, and a draft 
Tourism Strategy aimed to involve businesses throughout 
the municipality. The views of young people were also 
sought, and the previous Barrabool Youth Forum was 
expanded to cover the whole shire.

An important initiative was the establishment of a Planning 
Committee. Given that the Commissioner in her role as 
‘the Council’ was responsible for more complex planning 
decisions, an advisory committee was essential. In the first 
instance, this committee comprised the CEO and senior 
officers, but later it was decided to draw upon expertise 
from the wider SurfCoast community. Expressions of 
interest were invited, and a Planning Committee duly 
formed. This concept proved to be so successful that it 
was continued by subsequent Councils for a number of 
years, and became an award-winning initiative.

Another valuable exercise was a program of visits to the 
five community houses located within the Shire. These 
meetings helped the Commissioner to understand a range 
of local issues, and gave personnel at each community 
house an opportunity to discuss operational matters. The 
meeting in Torquay identified structural problems with 

the existing building, and it was subsequently decided to 
bid at auction for the former Barwon Water premises in 
Price Street where the House still operates today. 

Changes to the Organisation

As the year progressed, staff were required to address the 
government directive to embrace compulsory competitive 
tendering for many services that had been traditionally 
supplied by local government. This particularly affected 
the technical staff in the first instance, and officers were 
invited to look at new approaches to service delivery. 
One outcome was that the staff responsible for technical 
design work decided to leave the Council and set up their 
own business to bid for Council projects. Other initiatives 
saw the development of business units within the Council, 
and a few years later, Surf Link was developed as a stand-
alone Council enterprise responsible for a range of Council 
services.

Following consultation with staff, a new organisation 
structure plan was adopted in September 1994. The 
plan was designed to develop a team-based approach to 
service delivery and policy development so that Council 
could periodically compare service delivery standards 
and costs with the alternative option of external 
contracting. The key areas were designated as Corporate 
and Community Services, Technical Services, Enterprise, 
and Governance. Michael Courtney and John Wilkin took 
up management positions in the new structure. After 27 
years with Barrabool Shire, Mervyn Hair decided to leave 
the Shire in October, and set up a private consultancy. 
Merv cited his career highpoint as ‘creation of Surf Coast 
Shire after 15 years of submissions to at least seven 
inquiries’. Meanwhile Don Welsh took up an appointment 
as interim CEO of the newly-formed Colac Otway Shire 
and later went on to become CEO of Cardinia Shire.

Returning to democracy

Another major task for the Commissioner was to get 
the Council ready to hand back to elected councillors. 
This involved broad community consultation to decide 
upon the number of councillors and the boundaries for 
electoral wards taking account of the uneven population 
distribution across townships and larger rural areas. The 
final ward structure with nine councillor positions was 
approved by Governor in Council on 6 December 1994, 
The wards comprised three single councillor wards – 
Lorne, Winchelsea and Moriac, and two 3-councillor 
wards – Anglesea and Torquay. 

New legislation provided that the State Electoral 
Commission would conduct future municipal elections, 
and an electoral office was located in the newly purchased 
Price Street premises, separate from general Council 
activity. 

The Shire worked with the City of Greater Geelong (also 
preparing for elections), to devise Council information 
sessions and a series of workshops to prepare prospective 
candidates. 

The election took place on 25 March 1995 with the 
following result:

Anglesea:  Julie Hansen, Brian Butterworth, Mick 
Archer

Lorne: Henry Love

Moriac: Brian Tanner

Torquay: Noel Bates, Keith Grossman, Carol 
McCallum

Winchelsea: Lindsay Schroeder

Surf Coast Shire 

And so the Shire was born! 

As a forerunner for local government reform in the 1990s, 
the Shire was watched by the rest of Victoria, and during 
1994 and 1995 the Commissioner was invited to address 
many Councils and other forums to explain the challenges 
of amalgamation. 

Unfortunately, the early success of the Council was 
overshadowed by a difficult period between 1998 and 
2001 where the financial position had deteriorated and 

a range of other matters restricted good Council practice. 
A Commission of Inquiry in 2003 made the point that 
‘this was not the case since the inception of the Council 
in 1994, but emerged particularly during the period of 
the elected Council between March 1998 and March 
2001.’ Fortunately, the Shire has returned to a position of 
strength and has resumed its position as a successful local 
government entity within a sound economic framework. 

It is now up to others to recount the continuing story of 
Surf Coast Shire.  
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First mayor 
Surf coast 
shire

After retiring as an Engineering Manager, the lure of farming 
life attracted Noel and his family to Torquay in 1985. They 
purchased a chicken farm on the Great Ocean Road, next door 
to what was once the Southern Rose Restaurant. A school now 
stands there with their home in front of the school building.

Noel Bates was the first mayor of the newly formed Surf Coast 
Shire. He served for two years and was succeeded by Cr Henry 
Love. Noel continued to represent constituents on the Council 
for a further year. He had served on several Boards such as 
the Blue Circle Southern Cement Co (Waurn Ponds) Safety 
Committee and Australian Cement & Concrete Association. In 
1976 Noel founded and is still active and serving as President 
of the Colanda Advocacy Association for the intellectually 
disabled. He had spent and continues to spend much of his 
time advocating for people with intellectual disabilities. Locally 
he founded and was President of the Torquay Landcare Group.

Noel stood for election because he believed local government 
needed defending and he wanted to be an effective advocate 
for the community. He sought to guide and support the 
Council’s political independence and democratic processes. 
Noel believed strong leadership was needed to manage the 

inevitable development with minimal environmental impact and where 
possible in accord with the community’s aspirations. 

In his first year as Mayor, Noel was appointed the Surf Coast delegate to 
Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV) and was elected a Board member. 
The following year he served as President, a role he continued for the 
next two years. His role on Council also had him serve as a delegate to 
the Victorian Regional Development committee, Torquay Foreshore 
Committee, Surf Coast Tourism Committee and National Association of 
Charitable Recycling Organisations (Victoria).

He had a strong vision for the newly formed Surf Coast Shire wanting 
to blend the features of the coastal and rural communities. He believed 
that diversity should be an asset, not a cause for division. To that end, 
Noel encouraged Council to engage Dr Peter Ellyard, an internationally 
acclaimed Futurist to conduct meetings in each council ward to gauge the 
community’s aspirations for their district. On conclusion of the process, 
Dr Ellyard presented a report to Council.

NOEL BATES

Noel with his farm in the background. Ill health forced him 
to sell the chicken farm in 1997.

Today he believes that his lack of experience stood in the way of him achieving his vision. His time was cut short with 
the political aspirations of others and his loss of local support. Noel considers his challenges were understanding and 
satisfying the needs and safety of the community and resisting the ever-growing influence of State Government to turn 
Local Government into a manageable subsidiary.

Noel thinks that he didn’t do justice to the conflicting roles of MAV President and Mayor of the Surf Coast Shire. 
Doing both roles at the same time prevented Noel from spending more time with the other councillors to develop the 
newly formed Shire. Nor did it provide the time needed to re-establish the MAV which had also been subjected to the 
amalgamation process. Noel presided over the first MAV strike in over 100 years taking more time away from his local 
Council duties. His support for a second supermarket in Torquay riled the traders who had previously supported him 
as well as other councillors. It made his position on Council tenuous.

While he believes the number of councils was not sustainable in Victoria, he also thinks the move to amalgamation was 
influenced by the vision for the State to obtain greater control over local government. This influence was through the 
transfer of authority from the elected councillors to the appointed officers as well as influencing the expenditure of 
Local Government.

Noel says that for a Councillor or Mayor very often the greatest rewards and satisfaction come from complying with 
the smallest request from an individual or a small group or organisation that doesn't have a large voice but appreciate 
being acknowledged. Being able to contribute to the Municipality in the several roles delegated by Council was very 
rewarding.  

F I R S T  S H I R E  C O U N C I L
Front row sitting, Councillors: 
Keith Grossman (Torquay), 
Lindsay Schroeter (Winchelsea), 
Noel Bates (Torquay), Brian 
Butterworth (Anglesea)
Rear row standing, Councillors: 
Brian Tanner (Moriac), Carol 
McCallam (Torquay), Henry 
Love (Lorne), Julie Hansen (An-
glesea), Kingsley Love (Aireys 
Inlet)

Not in photo is Cr Mick Archer 
(Aireys Inlet) who was voted 
in on the first election but he 
resigned after a year and was 
replaced by Cr Kingsley Love.

Noel Bates was interviewed by Cheryl Baulch
Photos Noel Bates
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HISTORY OF 
VICTORIAN EDUCATION

After setting up camp at Indented Head in 1835, John 
Batman and John Helder Wedge and William Buckley (after he 
surrendered to authorities) explored the Bellarine Peninsula 
and the south-west side of the future Geelong, Modewarre and 
Lake Connewarre. Following Batman's report of this successful 
venture, settlers started taking up small holdings across the 
district. As settlements prospered, they erected schools for 
the education of the young.

The appointment of Captain Foster Fyans as the first Police 
Magistrate in 1837, in response to a petition by forty-six 
squatters, was the beginning of recognition for the Geelong 
area which officially came into being on 26 October 1838. 
Surrounding townships came into existence because they 
were a farming community, provided a wayside inn, or they 
were pleasure resorts.

Children went uneducated or were taught by their parents or 
a private tutor before schools were established. By the early 
1840s denominational schools began to become established 
as did private schools. By the end of the 1850s all of the 
religious denominations in Geelong and the surrounding areas 
were running their own schools. The denominational schools 
received support from the Government, and, in addition, there 
were some private schools which were entirely privately funded. 

Inadequacies in these systems caused agitation for a 
more comprehensive system of education. By 1858 the 
Flinders National School opened in Geelong, later to 
become a Common School for boys and girls in 1864, 
functioning today as Matthew Flinders Girls' Secondary 
College.

In the 1860s the Common Schools were introduced, 
and this was a move towards a complete State 
education system and the free State School system 
was introduced during the 1870s.

The Education Act of 1872 began a new era and a 
centralised system of education. Schools opened 
as settlement prospered, and closed when fortunes 
turned, and people left the district.  

This book is one of the series of Royal Readers (Scotland) 
introduced into schools in Victoria in 1877 to replace the 
Irish Readers. They were in use until the 1920s and at first 
contained mostly British material.  By the late 19th century 
the Royal Readers used in Victoria contained some Austral-
ian material..

Published by the Education 
Department of Victoria they were 
early school readers that primary 
school children in the 1950s 
encountered.
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BELLBRAE / JAN JUC
PRIMARY SCHOOL

BY CHERYL BAULCH

Next year Bellbrae Primary School will celebrate 
160 years of education in the rural community 
once known as Jan Juc. For just over 100 of those 
years a little schoolhouse has been the heart 
of learning in the school. Soon it will make way 
for better resources and learning opportunities 
for the students yet to start their education at 
Bellbrae PS and provide a community facility for 
the locals to enjoy.

Locally, the early settlers, many without any 
formal education, were quick to try and provide 
some educational facilities for their children. It 
seems that even before any kind of officialdom 
or organisation did so, classes were conducted in 
private dwellings.

Joseph Gundry settled in the Bellbrae (previously 
known as Jan Juc) area in the 1840s. With no local 
school, he started a school for his children in a 
small wooden room attached to his house. Other 
families paid to have their children educated 
there too. The teacher was Elizah Coulston.

During 1860 the community gathered to discuss 
education in the district, forming a fifteen-
member committee in December with Elizah 

Coulston as the Secretary, and Joseph Gundry Treasurer. 
The following year three others were added to the 
committee. They wrote to the Directors of the National 
Board of Education, Melbourne several times during 
1860 urging the Board to consider purchasing land for a 
schoolhouse and appointing a teacher. In correspondence, 
it was reported that they had "40 children of suitable age 
to attend the school from the thirty families in the area." 
The parents were to pay 20/- annually.

In early 1861 the community, led by Joseph Gundry had a 
brick schoolhouse erected in the valley along the Spring 
Creek, and the Jan Juc school was opened on 26 August 
1861 as a National School, with 35 children. Joseph Gundry 
provided his plant to make bricks, and after his own two-
story brick house was finished, the builder James Hill 
built the school. The site chosen for the school was not 
an ideal site as the land was uneven and sloped down to 
the creek. The bank was steep in places and parents were 
concerned that, when flooded, smaller children would 
fall in. The school building measured 28ft x 18ft and was 
able to accommodate 60 pupils; there was a four-room 
wooden detached residence for the teacher. 

The Geelong Advertiser described the opening of the first 
national school in the district as an example of how 
progressive the area was becoming and that "a year or 

two ago the principal residents of the district were the 
kangaroo and the wombat."

Jan Juc began as a National School with Alex Butler as 
Correspondent (known today as Secretary) after Elizah 
Coulston left the area. William Cook, from Cressy, was 
the first Head Teacher and he taught at the school for 16 
years, although after the first year he had applied for a 
position at the South Yarra National School. Maybe this 
was because he wanted to be closer to family or perhaps 
the community supplement to his income was not 
sufficient.

Foundation student, Don McKenzie, remembered his 
school days in a Letter to the Editor of The Age newspaper 
in 1936.

The first person appointed teacher was a Mr Wm Cook. His 
job was not an enviable one. Young men and women who had 
run gloriously through the bush were brought there. When the 
teacher tried to catch them, there was more than one fight 
between them. It was an amusing sight to see small boys and 
girls who could read and write a little teaching others with 
whiskered faces to read and write. Several of them got married 
from school.

Our family could read and write a little. We were taught by our 
parents out of their Gaelic Bible. The first books we had were 
called Sequels; then we had the Irish National School books. 
We always got religious lessons at school every morning, 
generally about Adam and Eve, Abraham, Joseph going to 
Egypt for corn, and the Children of Israel. We were taught 
music and singing....

The school became a vested Common School under the 
Board of Education and received the number 319 in 1863. 
In 1873 the Department of Education acquired the school. 

Attendance and the physical condition of the buildings 
declined during the 1880s, and consequently, in April 
1882 the school was closed for seven months. 

1914 students being addressed in front of school

Original drawing of school building 1862 and below map of school location
PROV school correspondence

Some of the original Trustees celebrated at the 1911 Jubilee.
GRS2121_3 NOW 1911-08-24 page 13 image 1 Jan Juc Jubilee
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By the early 1900s, the school residence was falling into 
disrepair. In 1910 it was sold and removed as teachers no 
longer needed accommodation provided by the Education 
Department. Many years later another residence was 
provided to teachers appointed to the school.

The Jubilee celebration in 1911 was a big affair with past 
and present scholars and teachers. Also in attendance was 
the only surviving founder Thomas Caldwell, along with 
members of the community. That same year the school was 
formally presented with the prize of a large lithographic 
print of the opening of the first Commonwealth Parliament 
by the Duke and Duchess of York for the best-kept school 
garden in the Geelong district. The school won the prize, 
donated by the Geelong Branch of the Australian Natives 
Association (ANA) from 189 other Geelong schools. The 
following year students also received awards at the Royal 
Agricultural Show, Melbourne for their vegetables. The 
prize money was devoted to the erection of a swing at the 
school.

During 1914, war hit the world and had a huge impact on 
this tiny country town. Robert Grant Scott, Head Teacher 
of the school, enlisted for active service the following year. 
He was a non-commissioned officer in the cadet forces. 
When the war ended, Jan Juc State School commemorated 
those from the school who went on active service with an 
honour board which was unveiled on 10 December 1919 
with fourteen names. It now sits on the wall inside the 
administration wing.

The state of the buildings continued to deteriorate, and a 
continual barrage of complaints and requests for a new 
building on a better site continued until, in 1914 when 
the Premier of Victoria, Sir Alexander Peacock visited the 
school. He was impressed with the work of the committee 
and Head Teacher, Robert Scott, but astounded by the 
state of the 50-year-old building. It was agreed that a new 
building on level ground would be a better solution for 
improvements rather than repairing the old building. In 
1916, it was announced that a block on a large open, flat 
space on a hilltop consisting of about 4.5 acres, opposite 
the Post Office on the old Anglesea Road had been 
purchased for £116.18.6d from the Amos family. By April 
contractors were pegging out the site of the new school 
building. The move to the new location took place on 31 
October 1916. The children assembled at the old site and 
marched up the hill to the new building in rows of two.

The old building was sold for the value of its materials in 
1921, and the land to Mr Helps for £12.

Community unrest about the name of the township 
resulted in the new name of 'Bellbrae' taken up and 

approved the Government on 27 September 1922. A 
few months later the school became a popular place of 
celebration to mark the change of the town name. 

Since those early days the school has continued to be a 
focal point in the rural community, from the growth of 
families entering the community in the early 1980s to 
the decline in numbers a decade later. Bellbrae Primary 
School evaded the closure/merger of many rural and small 
city schools across Victoria in 1993. Things had to change 
in the school to ensure survival. Local education was 
important, especially with the educational advantages a 
small rural school brings. The school is one of the oldest 
surviving primary schools in Victoria. Bacchus Marsh, 
established in 1850, is the oldest.

The school has grown with the support of the local 
community and securely holds its place in education. 
Over the years, countless students have passed through 
its doors, particularly that one door leading to the original 
classroom built on the current site. 

Kate Baensch, now Dr Kate Gittings BVSc, attended 
Bellbrae Primary School 1982-'89 shares her memories: :

I have a tonne of wonderful memories, none so special 
as spending my final grade 6 year in the 104-year-old 
schoolhouse. We had a class of 12 students (5 girls 
and 7 boys) our teacher was Mr Bayles and he was 
also principal at the time. As a classroom, it certainly 
had more warmth and feeling to it than the newer style 
classrooms, but as a child I had no recognition of it 
being so old.

What I did know was that when we flicked rubber 
bands onto the high heaters they would melt and 
cause a terrible smell. We were sure that when the 
Principal stepped out of the classroom, it meant that 
we were in charge of the entire school. I do recall the 
old blue typewriter sitting on the secretary’s desk. 
There certainly weren't any iPads to jump onto in down 

time.  

During the year of '89 the old school house was 
our grade 6 class room, the principal’s office, the 
secretary’s office, the supply room, the sick bay, and 
the visitors entrance...... you could say it was the heart 
of the School, possibly even of Bellbrae itself.

It is only now when I step back into the classroom that 
all the memories come flooding back. There are so very 
few school buildings that have stood the test of time 
such as this, for today’s generations to experience the 
feelings of the past and a much simpler time.

If only these walls could talk!”

We live in a different world now from when it was first built. 
In 2018 parents and friends of the school successfully 
lobbied for funding to improve facilities at the school and 
buildings works will begin soon. The historic schoolhouse 
will not be able to be retained in its entirety, but the west 
and north walls will be incorporated into the new building 
design.

The school will be holding onto the past while reaching 
for something new and fresh. But what about the small 
unseen things? The memories? You know the old saying, “If 
only these walls could talk!” The schoolhouse holds many 
memories for everyone in the community. Yvonne Sumner 
has seen the school grow and change throughout the 
years with additional portable classrooms, new buildings 
and play areas. She has worn many “hats” throughout her 
time at the school as Office Manager.

Yvonne Sumner, recalls:

The memories that I have of Bellbrae Primary School 
when I first started to work there in 1985 was that it 
was one of the happiest periods of my life, it was like 
a second home. It did not take long for me to fall in 
love with the school's charm and rich heritage. It was a 
pleasure to come to work each day, and the students 
were a joy, even though I had to keep a huge supply of 
band-aids at the ready!!

There was always something happening at the school 
during the 1980s, and onwards, it was never dull. 
Possums pinching the student lunches, blocked toilets, 
running out of water, the Principal chasing cows off 
the oval, Madonna the pig running amok around the 
school, the list goes on.

When the Office was in our historic old building, it was 
also a classroom, staffroom, and sickbay. Sometimes it 
was hard not to listen to what was being taught. I used 
to enjoy, and so did the students, the game that the 
then Principal/teacher did to get the students to know 

Robert Scott with his students just after he enlisted.  NOW, 1915

Jan Juc students celebrating the end of WW1
Bob Gartland Collection NOW

Head Teacher, V. H Richards with Inspector Rowe and the school 
children
GRS2121_3 NOW 1911-08-24 page 13 Jan Juc Jubilee-Edit

1861 Education Department map indicating the location of the original 
school

1916 Schoolhouse            Photo: Yvonne Sumner
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their times tables. The students would stand in a line, 
one behind the other. The student at the front had to 
answer a times table question correctly, if correct, they 
went to the back of the line, if incorrect they were out. 
This went on until there was only one student left who 
would be the winner. It could go on for ages and boy 
did those students get to know their times tables.

A little magpie visited the school over 
a period of two years. He/she enjoyed 
sharing the student lunches, and she 
also enjoyed listening to the stories 
being read by the teachers. As soon as 
a story was being told, in it strutted to 
the classroom, hopped up onto a chair 

or table, listened very quietly then walked out of the 
classroom when the story was finished. However, it did 
have a bad habit of taking pens and pencils. 

One day the magpie took a teacher's car keys and flew 
up to the roof. The Principal had to get a ladder and 
climb up onto the roof where to his amazement, he 
found a huge pile in the nest of pens, pencils, rubbers, 
clips, coloured paper etc. 

There were 2 separate portables (classrooms) that 
were placed alongside but separate from the old 
school building. It was decided to join the portables 
by putting a room in between the portables thus 
linking them together. It became known as the Link 
Room and later became the school library. There were 
no computers to store information about books or 
student details. All were written on small cards which 
sat in trays in a cabinet. The teacher in charge of the 
library, would get very cross on occasions. Sometimes 
she would find the cards scattered all over the floor 
and of course the students got the blame. That was 
until one day I happened to go to the library and found 
the magpie sitting on one of the drawers which was 
left on a table merrily pulling out the cards and tossing 
them all over the floor.

The Link Room was once used, for a week or so, as an 
animal nursery!! There were chickens which often took 
off into the classrooms, lambs etc., cannot remember 
what else but the students had to feed and clean the 
pens every day, an interesting and funny time. 

We had many lovely pet dogs visit the school, especially 
around lunchtime; many people in the area owned 
a dog. After a while, I got to know the dogs and their 
owners. At the front office, beside the computer, I had 
a special folder with the dog's name and their owner's 
phone number. 

Some goodbyes are for a day, and others for a season. 
Some goodbyes are forever. It will be sad to say goodbye 
to the old schoolhouse, but the memories for the past 
scholars of Jan Juc/Bellbrae Primary School the little 
schoolhouse will always be remembered. 

Just as the school has modernised since it started in 1861, 
another new era is about to begin. The one-room building 
has continually made room for new classrooms and 
specialist rooms. A new masterplan has been established 
to provide the very best modern facilities to support 
learning in this rural school

For over a century, the little schoolhouse has provided 
memories for each student and teacher who has passed 
through its doors. It is now time to say goodbye and 
treasure the memories.    

SOURCES:

• Keith Cecil unpublished manuscript, Anglesea 
Historical Society

•  NOTE: On 10/12/1860 the Board of Education was 
advised that the Jan Juc School Committee comprised 
of : Joseph, Edward and William Gundry, Thomas 
Caldwell, James Matthews, James Hill, John McKenzie, 
George Helyar, John Goodall, Alex Butler, William 
Luke, Thomas Musgrove and Elizah Coulston. On 
23/3/1861 the committee advised the board that 
three others had joined the committee – John Cotty, 
Martin McNamara and John Moylan.

•  Public Record Office Victoria, VPRS 880/P/000, 
7/11/1860

•  125th Anniversary Bellbrae Primary School
•  Geelong Advertiser, Jan Juc State School, 16/8/1911 p5
•  Geelong Advertiser, Spring Creek Jan Juc National 

School, 29/9/1861, p2
•  Public Record Office Victoria, VPRS 880/P/000, 

28/7/1862
• The Age, Letter To The Editor, 13/6/1936
•  Vision and Realisation (1973)
•  Public Record Office Victoria, VPRS 880/P/000, 
•  Geelong Advertiser 16/10/1911   

PHOTOS:

• Public Record Office Victoria
• Yvonne Sumner
• Bellbrae Primary School (opposite)
• Geelong Heritage Centre

School residence which later became the Office and Staff room.  The 
Principal's Office was in the front bedroom, the Office Manger's was in 
the lounge room.                  Photo Yvonne Sumner

Removing the old teacher residence   Photo Yvonne Sumner

Inside 
the old 
schoolhouse 
classroom 
c1920s
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CONNEWARRE
FLOUR MILL

Prior to closer settlement south of Geelong, much of the land between the Barwon 
River and the coast was the province of the squatter John Armstrong. Armstrong came 
to Australia with his wife and family in 1839 aboard the Palmyra. He first worked for 
G.F. Read, then, in 1841 was hired by the lady squatters Anne Drysdale and Caroline 
Newcome. Next, he is thought to have gone into partnership with Alexander Thomson, 
later taking over Thomson’s Bush Station, which he seems to have extended.

When the parish of Conewarre (yes, only one ‘n’ originally) was subdivided for closer 
settlement in 1855, Armstrong purchased his pre-emptive right. This was 320 acres 

around his homestead, which is now the site of the 
Geelong Crematorium in Burvilles Road, Armstrong Creek 
(after the squatter). “River Station No.3” as it was then 
named, ran from the Surf Coast Highway to Horseshoe 
Bend Road and from Burvilles Road to what was, until 
recently, Stewarts Road - now largely Warralily Boulevard.

One of the first things Armstrong did was to build a flour 
mill. This was at a time, soon after the Victorian gold rush, 
when the price of flour, among other things, was very 
high due to demand from the increase in population. 
Wheat production rose to meet demand and several 
flour mills were built in the Geelong region to process 
the grain. Armstrong obviously thought it a good idea to 
invest in the industry.

It is recorded that Armstrong took out a mortgage on his 
River Station No.3 from the Bank of Victoria for £5,000 
on 8 May 1856. This was probably in order to finance the 
construction of the flour mill since information on other 
mills in the region at the time indicates that the cost of 
construction of a typical mill was around that figure. 
Unfortunately, it is likely that he didn’t see his mill in 
commercial production, since he died in October 1856.

I can find no record of who actually built the mill. 
Circumstantial evidence suggests that my GG-grandfather, 
also John Stewart, could have been involved. He was a 
stonemason/builder and a contemporary member, with 
Armstrong, of the Scotch Free Church, Little Malop Street. 
He bought two blocks of land immediately south of 
Armstrong at the first public offering of Conewarre land. 
He appears later in the mill chronology.

After Armstrong died, the mill was managed, and later 
purchased, by the administrator of his estate, John 
McVean, a son-in-law. McVean was a former squatter 
whose pre-emptive right of 640 acres encompassed the 

present 13th Beach golf estate. He was a sheep farmer 
and not particularly interested in flour milling.

That is how we come to have some detailed descriptions 
of the mill in newspaper advertisements through his 
various attempts to sell it.

It was substantially built of stone and brick, with side 
rooms, verandah and office. There was an engine house 
and boiler shed attached, containing a 16 horsepower 
steam engine. The interior fittings were three pairs of 
French burr-stones, dressing machine, patent smutter 
and elevators, hoisting tackle for wheat, worms and 

elevators for meal, etc., making the mill self-acting. The 
machinery was described as of a very superior class.

Of course they would claim that, but it may have been that 
Armstrong had sourced the latest and best equipment 
which he hoped might give him a competitive edge. A 
hint that this may have been the case was contained in 
an 1857 advertisement: “These mills were erected but a 
year ago, regardless of expense. The smutting machines 
and other machinery are of the most approved style and 
latest improvement.”

There were “sundry comfortable cottages for workmen” 
- six Mill Cottages, of two rooms each, built of brick, all 
spouted, and leading into a tank, built and arched with 
brick, containing 12,000 gallons.

In an 1861 description it was stated that the 
accommodation had been greatly enlarged, another story 
(sic) had been added to the building, and the chimney 
raised to 64 ft high. The height of the chimney was not, 
as might be assumed, to limit ground-level pollution. In 
fact it was to improve the efficiency of combustion of 

the furnace; this being related to the 
height of the chimney.

An 1866 advertisement states: “The 
mill, a four-storey brick building, with 
skillions and verandah, is situated 
within about a quarter of a mile of 
the Yarborough Inn, on the German 
Town and Mt Duneed Government 
road, and is now in thorough working 
order, and is fitted with three pairs 
of stones, wire and silk dressing 
machines, patent smutter, wheat 
and meal elevators, and worms. The 
engine is of 18-horse power, and with 
the boiler and other machinery is in 
excellent condition.” (The Yarborough 
Inn was on the corner of the later 

named Stewarts and Torquay roads).

So it would appear that the mill was originally a three-
story affair, with a fourth added around 1860. It must 
have been an impressive sight, visible for miles around.

The Flour

In 1857 it was claimed that “the flour ground at these mills 
has commended (sic) higher rates than any other brands 
in the colony.”

In 1858 the auctioneers stated that “they could not but 
testify to the high character of the flour made at the 
Connewarre mill. The demand, both in Geelong and at the 

Baird & Brown’s Flour Mill Ballarat, image from State Library, Victoria, which is 
likely to be similar to the Connewarre Flour Mill

Story by John Stewart
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Left: Location of Mill site 

Photos - John Stewart

Below: Mill dam across spillway to SW No-
vember 2019

diggings, has not only been far in excess of the supply, but 
it has always commanded the highest market rates.”

In 1861 it was stated that “the Connewarre flour has ever 
merited a very high reputation for its superior quality, and 
it always commands the extreme rates of the market – it 
is the bakers’ choice brand.”

So it appears that Armstrong’s investment in machinery 
“of a very superior class” paid off in the quality of the flour 
it produced.

As neither Armstrong nor McVean were millers, they must 
have employed someone with the appropriate expertise. 
A clue as to whom that miller might have been is seen 
when the mill was sold in 1861 for £1140. The purchasers 
were the partnership of John Stewart and Thomas Palmer. 
Palmer was a miller, initially living in Chilwell when the mill 
was built but later moving to Mt Duneed. John Stewart was 
my GG-grandfather who lived opposite the mill.

The Memorial of Deeds for the mill site provides a clear 
chronology. In 1864 Stewart sold his share to James 
Brown for 400 pounds. It is thought that Brown may have 
been Palmer’s brother-in-law. In 1866 Palmer and Brown 
sold the mill to John Stewart for 880 pounds. This reduced 
price was a sign of the times - there were too many mills in 
the Geelong region for the available supply of wheat and 

many simply went out of business.

Palmer is known to have moved to Alexander’s mill 
at Smeaton, then to a mill at Ninyeunook (between 
Wycheproof and Quambatook) and finally to a mill at 
Natimuk, where he died.

The Stewart family continued to run the Connewarre 
mill until it closed down in 1892, most likely because of 
competition from more modern roller mills for what had 
become a limited supply of local wheat. Less local wheat 
was, in turn, a result of lower-cost wheat production in the 
Wimmera.

Sources:

The Melbourne Argus, 18 May 1857; 14 December 1858; 
24 January 1861

The Geelong Advertiser, 17 April 1866

Memorial of Deeds, Section 5, Allotment M; Parish of 
Conewarre (Lands Victoria)   

Torquay Museum Without Walls is offering some 
adventures like none other - challenging riddles, quirky 
photo challenges and tests of your local trivia knowledge. 
You will see Torquay in a different way powered by your 
smartphone.

We have prepared three scavenger hunts to help you 
navigate many of the historical sights. You will be led across town to 

the notable landmarks as well as hidden gems. Along the way, you'll meet an 
enduring lady, high flyer and the unique use of 'Sol'.

Each scavenger hunt can be done alone or in teams.

Do the scavenger hunt when it suits you, or you can enter our competition which will run during October. Individuals 
or teams will need to register. https://www.torquayhistory.com/do-history/scavenger-hunts/

It's time to strap on those walking shoes, round up your friends and register for any or all of the free Torquay scavenger 
hunts today! 

Join Us! 

Explore Torquay with a fun, exciting twist! Grab your crew and start your Torquay History Scavenger Hunt adventure.

There are three history scavenger hunts:

Photo Scavenger Hunt [2.5 km] 

Recreate History Scavenger Hunt [6 km] 

Historic Torquay Scavenger Hunt [5.2km]

Distances are approximate from the starting point at Point Danger to finishing back there.  

THE SCAVENGER HUNTS WILL BE AVAILABLE FROM 
OCTOBER 1st.

Photos John Stewart
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This year on 15 August, we marked the 75th anniversary 
of the end of the Second World War, also known as Victory 
in the Pacific Day.

This was an opportunity for the Australian community 
to publicly acknowledge the service and sacrifice of 
veterans of the Second World War, and also recognise the 
contribution made by all Australians.

More than 12,000 veterans of the Second World War are 
still with us today.

The Second World War had a significant and enduring 
impact on all Australians.

It changed and shaped our nation forever — redefining 
aspects of the economic, domestic and international 
relations landscape, and influencing social issues such as 
female employment and Indigenous service.

Almost one million Australians served during the Second 
World War, fighting in theatres of war across the globe, 
from Europe and the Middle East through South East Asia 
to the Pacific. Keep in mind that this was at a time when 
the total population of Australia was around 7 million.

Over 39,000 died, and some 30,000 Australian servicemen 
and women were made prisoners of war. Most of those 

taken prisoner were captured by the Japanese during 
their advance and capture of Singapore in early 1942.

While many Australians who were prisoners of war of 
Germany had a strong chance of returning home at the 
end of the war, over one-third of prisoners of the Japanese 
died in captivity.

Australian women played a vital role, serving as nurses 
overseas, in auxiliary services in Australia and abroad 
and as workers throughout the war, maintaining our 
agricultural and manufacturing interests at home.

We should never forget that this was a war not only fought 
on foreign lands, but one that came to the Australian 
mainland.

From air raids on Darwin, Broome and across Northern 
Australia, to midget submarine attacks on Sydney 
Harbour, there were hundreds of Australians killed.

The fear of an all-out attack on Australia by Japanese 
forces was very real.

Thank you to all those who served to protect Australia 
during WW2 including those still in Torquay.

Lest We Forget

Royston (Roy) 
Cummings of HMAS 
Kanimbla.
Roy Cummings was born in Brisbane on16 November 1926. He 
was in the Air Training Corps as a teenager.

He enlisted in the Royal Australian Navy in November 1944, his 
18th birthday. When he had completed his basic training, Roy was 
posted to HMAS Kanimbla which had been an armed merchant 
ship before it became a landing ship.

Roy, who was Seaman General Duties was a helmsman on the 
bridge as part of his shipboard tasks. As well, he truly ‘swung the 
lead’ calling depths of water to the bridge.

He then drove barges to the beaches where troops were put 
ashore for battles with the Japanese.

Roy’s Navy service was relatively short as the war was coming to an 
end and he was discharged in November 1945.

However, while with HMAS Kanimbla, Roy’s barges were in 
landings under fire at Tarakan, Labuan, and Balikpapan, which was 
according to Roy the worst action of all. The US had withdrawn its 
strong support of heavy firepower before Balikpapan, which was 
primarily an Australian offensive at that time.

At Balikpapan, Roy’s barge filled with Australian troops, was in the 
first wave of barges to ‘hit the beaches’. But that was not the end 
of his tasks. His barge stood offshore until he took aboard the first 
casualties and relayed them back to Kanimbla.

When he was steadying a barge to be lifted aboard Kanimbla, he 
was injured as he hit his head on a davit when the swaying barge 
was almost level with the deck. He was the first to be treated in the 
sick bay aboard Kanimbla.

Roy Cummings describes his war as interesting!

When he was discharged Roy returned to his previous government 
job, but could not settle and travelled for a year before joining the 
Canadian Air Force in Toronto as a technician Airman for three 
years. 

When asked about his ‘interesting’ moments during WW2, Roy 
declared three actions: Balikpapan; a tornado in the Coral Sea 
when Kanimbla tossed, rolled and acted like a cork in a washing 
machine; and meeting US General Douglas MacArthur, Supreme 
Commander of the South Pacific Forces.

Stories and photos: Torquay RSL
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George Oxley.
George was born in July 1925 and at the age of just 17 years 
enlisted in the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) to serve his 
country in WWII. George elected to enlist because (in his words) 
‘What do twins do when one joins up?’ So he joined his brother in 
signing up to serve together. They were young men entering a very 
adult world.

George served in the RAAF Training Command as Aircrew alongside 
his brother and, as a Leading Aircraftsman, his role was to train 
pilots and other aircrew to perform their roles when serving 
overseas and at home defending our shores during the war.

George served across Australia at most training facilities. His role 
was pivotal to ensuring those in the air were well equipped to take 
on the task of defending our great country. The most prominent 
memory George has of his service during WWII was being in an 
aircraft that crash landed on its ‘belly’ in Tasmania.

In 1945 when the war ended, George discharged from the RAAF 
having completed his invaluable service to our nation and returned 
to work on his family farm for many years thereafter.

Cecil (Cec) Browning
Cec was born in September 1924 and lived his first seventeen years 
in the Coburg area of Victoria. In 1936 in the company of his Aunty 
they set off on a sea adventure from Port Melbourne to Albany WA 
and from then on young Cec developed a love for the sea. As his 
eighteenth birthday neared, he headed for the recruitment office 
of the Navy to sign up. This was around July 1942. His brother 
joined the Army and served for twelve years

Cec completed his training and was allocated to HMAS Manoora 
- an Armed Merchant Cruiser which was refitted for Naval use. 
By 1943 she went through further changes, being converted to a 
Landing Ship (Infantry).

Cec states that his role was “Captain of the Heads” but clarified 
this as being "Seaman General Duties" which included Master of 
Beach Landing Craft (able to carry approx. twenty men and land 
them on the beach)

The Manoora, plus her sister ships Westralia and Kanimbla were all 
involved in most of the major assault landings in the South West 
Pacific. These included: Arawe, Hollandia, Moratai, Leyte Gulf and 
Ligayan Gulf. Cec remembers one particular day during WWII being 
when HMAS Australia (II) was attacked by Japanese suicide aircraft 
in Leyte Gulf and the ship was badly damaged (it was 21 October 

1944). His task was to pilot his landing craft as close as possible to 
take on survivors, he said that the screams and cries have stayed 
with him to this day. It was a tough life at the time.

He was returned home early with injury and was discharged in 
1945. He couldn’t settle down after discharge but eventually went 
to Trade/Night school and became a Painter and Decorator.

He now has settled in Torquay with his wife of many years and up 
until recently still enjoyed sea adventures with many cruises.

JOAN SPARKES
Joan was born in June 1924 in the Melbourne suburb of Moonee 
Ponds where she was educated and started her first job in a 
Drapery Shop.

Joan remembers that the day Amy Johnston landed on Moonee 
Valley Racecourse in her bi-plane, she was standing on the Valley 
Hill.

Until the start of World War II, Joan lived at home, and she and 
her sister did volunteer night shifts at St Vincent Hospital. Joan 
recalls that returning home through the parklands after shifts was 
'frightening' during the blackouts.

In 1941 Joan joined the Volunteer Aids Detachment (VAD) for 
overseas service, but in 1942 VAD became known as the Australian 
Army Medical Women’s Service.

In 1942, because of her experience in the clothing business, Joan 
was transferred to 1 Recruit Training Depot at Bacchus Marsh as 
the Quarter Master Sergeant where she remained until Victory 
of Europe Day. Joan was then posted to 1st General Hospital at 
Heidelberg where she remained until demobilisation on 1 October 
1946.

Her time at Heidelberg was spent caring/nursing the soldiers 
returning from the war in the Pacific and after August 1945 the 
returning POWs. Joan lost a brother, but the family was only 
notified in 1946, and she was demobilised to return home to help 
console her parents.

In 1947 Joan married Greg and set up home and a drapery business 
in Maryborough VIC, raising a family and in 1976 the family moved 
to Torquay.

It is with great sadness that just after Joan’s story was first 
published, WWII Veteran and all round lovely lady Joan Sparkes 
passed away on 13/08/20 aged 96 years after a short illness. We 
pass on our condolences to Joan’s family and friends and may she 
Rest In Peace.

Thank you for your Service Joan, all shall fondly remember you.

Lest We Forget  



SAMUEL
JOHNSON
Contributed by Gwen Threlfall

Mt. Duneed History Group

A subgroup of the Mount Duneed Progress Association

History meetings are at 7:30 pm on the second Thursday of the 
months of February, March, May, August, October and November.

DUE TO COVID-19, SCHEDULED MEETINGS ARE CANCELLED 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

http://mdpa.weebly.com/blog

Samuel Johnson and Louisa English lived in Collingwood 
Street, Bethnal Green, London. He was the son of Thomas 
Johnson, a labourer and she was the daughter of John 
English, the local publican. When Samuel was twenty-one, 
and Louisa was seventeen, they married at St Bartholomew's 
Church at Bethnal Green. They emigrated on the Sussex, a 
ship that later came to grief between Barwon Heads and 
Bream Creek  (now Breamlea) on New Year's Eve in 1871. 
They arrived in Victoria in December 1854 and they lived at 
Connewarre for many years and were still living there when 
Joseph married in 1884. By 1888 Samuel's farm on the corner 
of Dickins and Torquay Roads was auctioned. It did not sell 
as it was advertised again in 1897 when Samuel was living 
at Fyans Street in Chilwell. Samuel complained about the 
drainage at his farm for 20 years, a complaint that continued 
for decades with later owners. Samuel suffered from a 
kidney complaint for eight years, and he praised Doan's 
kidney pills in the Geelong Advertiser from 1898 until 1906. 

Samuel and Louisa had the following children:

• Matilda Ann — born in 1853 at Bethnal Green in London, married Thomas Stone on 29 June 1871 at 
Geelong, married Thomas William Johnson  on 3 July 1885, died on 14 December 1923 aged 70 years

• Louisa Maria — born in 1855 at Geelong, died on 18 September 1856 at Geelong

• Helen — born in 1857, married George Edward Breadmore in 1874, died on 29 July 1917 aged 60 years at 
Geelong, buried in the Methodist section of the Geelong Western Public Cemetery

• Mary Ann — born in 1859 at Breamlea, married James Henry Harper in 1888

• Samuel Henry — born in 1861 at Mount Duneed, married Elizabeth Bickers in 1882, died on 24 October 1941 
aged 80 years at Geelong, buried in the Church of England section of the Geelong Eastern Cemetery

• Emma Jane — born in 1863 at Connewarre, married James Thomas Griggs in 1880, died on 4 July 1921 aged 
58 years at Cheltenham

• Joseph — born in 1865 at Connewarre, married Jennie Mullen on 16 July 1884, died in 1913 at Geelong

• Anna Maria ( Annie) — born in 1868 at Mount Duneed

• Albert Edward — born on 9 November 1869, married Annette (Annie) Victoria May Richards on 10 August 
1896, died on 6 August 1967 aged 87 years at Sunbury, buried at Brighton Cemetery

• Emily Ann — born in 1871 at Duneed 

By 1909, an eighty-seven year old Samuel had retired from farming and was living with his daughter at Maud Street 
in South Geelong. On the morning of 17 May, his daughter went to his room at 8 o’clock and found him missing, and, 
worrying about his safety, she got in touch with Senior Constable Shaw of the South Geelong police. Constable Shaw 
had heard from a mill hand that he had seen a coat on the bank of the Barwon at the end of Swanston Street and the 
body of a man floating in shallow water there. Constable Shaw went to the river and found a razor case on the bank, 
and, after recovering the body found a cut on the throat. The inquest held the next day concluded that Samuel had died 
of asphyxia from drowning and had committed suicide. He was buried in the Church of England section of the Mount 
Duneed Cemetery with Louisa who died on 29 June 1873 at Connewarre.  

http://mdpa.weebly.com/blog
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TOWN TALK
AS REPORTED IN THE GEELONG ADVERTISER

MAILS BY COACH

Mails for the past week have been sent by coach 
to Marshall, Grovedale, Mount Duneed and 
Germantown. In one instance complaint has been 
lodged of delay in the receipt of correspondence, 
and an appeal made to the Chamber of Commerce 
to assist in securing a reversal to the train service, but 
we are told that there is no chance of a return to the 
old order. The Government has ordered economy, 
and where-ever possible, without creating great 
inconvenience, services are being restricted, and the 
cheapest methods; and this is said to be a case in 
point. Taxpayers must not demand a reduction in 
State expenditure, and cavil at every act of thrift that 
affects their own affairs.    28/1/1918

MT DUNEED

TENT TOWN AT BREAM CREEK

It will perhaps surprise some people to know that 
each year at holiday time there is a canvas town 
within ten miles of Geelong. At a time when Barwon 
Heads was little known, Torquay was Spring Creek, 
and Anglesea Swampy Creek, Bream Creek was 
one of Geelong's most favoured holiday resorts. 
For those who appreciate the pleasures of camping 
out it still maintains its attractions. Each year family 
parties gather under the ti-tree, and as many as 
70 tents have been seen. Regular visits are paid by 
the butcher, baker, milkman and water supplier – 
an adjoining resident acting as a sort of wholesale 
provider. As the camp is only a few miles from 
Geelong, it is a simple matter, if necessary, to run in 
for any extras. Church services have always been a 
strong feature of the Bream Creek camps, in which 
Methodism has a big hold. This year's gathering has 
been as successful as any.    8/1/1919

BREAM CREEK

Residents regret not having opposed the sewerage 
from Geelong coming through the district, as at 
times the stench from the outfall is abominable. 
As the only State School on the route there is an 
outlet ventilator, at the side of the playground. This 
belches forth its stench and the prevailing winds 
waft it across the ground. In the only spot where 
there are three farmhouses together, there is 
another outlet ventilator.   7/11/1919      

CONNEWARRE

Early on Sunday morning a fire was discovered 
under a house at Torquay belonging to the late Mrs 
Pride, and well-known as The Scammell. Fortunately, 
it was noticed in time to prevent serious damage 
being done. There have been two or three fires 
amongst the grass in the same vicinity, and it would 
be well for users of matches to exercise more care 
in future.      26/8/1914

TORQUAY

FRESHWATER CK
The interesting ceremony was performed on 
Tuesday last of laying the foundation stone of the 
new church at Waldkirch, Puebla, in the presence 
of the Evangelical Lutheran congregation. The stone 
was laid by the Rev. J. Jacobsen, the minister, who 
read an address in the German language. The site 
of the church presents a very desolate aspect, the 
land thereabouts being of a very arid and barren 
description, scarcely anything growing but coarse 
grass and gum trees, but it is the centre of a district 
largely occupied by German farmers.    22 April 1916

EVERY PICTURE
TELLS A STORY
DAVAAR SURVIVES

Do you have a favourite image you would like to share with our readers?  We would love to hear from you.
Email a high quality scan and the history behind the picture to tmuseumwithoutwalls@gmail.com and we 
will publish it here.   If you don’t have a scanner, let us know and we will visit with a scanner to help you.

William Parker holiday house 'Davaar' at Torquay                                           Photo donated by Sharon Gawler

Page 39 | Page 38 | 

In our last edition of History Matters we reported that Davaar was destroyed in the 1940 bushfire. It was 
reported that A Jones lost a house in Price Street. At the time of the fire R. A. Jones owned Davaar and was 
the only person who was paying rates in the area at the time. Davaar was on the corner of Rudd Avenue 
and Price street. After reading our magazine the family have revealed that the house survived the fire. 
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