
QUESTIONS FOR “TORQUAY PIONEERS” WEBQUEST 

  

ANDERSON, James M 1. When and where was James born? 
2. When did he arrive in Geelong? 
3. What business did he start up and where was it located? 
4. When did he sell the business? 
5. What other business did James do? 
6. James served on some civic organizations, what were they? 
7. When and where did James purchase his land in Torquay? 
 

BEALES, William 1. When and where was William Beales born? 
2. What was his occupation? 
3. When did he arrive in Australia? 
4. Which organizations was he involved with? 
5. What was his military connection? 
6. When and where did he set up his first business? 
7. What type of business was it? 
8. Where in Torquay did he own property? What was his house called? 
9. What flag would he fly when he was staying at his holiday house? 
10. What books were in his bookcase? 
 

BELL, William 1. When and where was William Bell born? 
2. When and where did he arrive in Australia? 
3. What was his first business? 
4. What was the block of shops he built in Geelong called? 
5. What were the names of his farm/stations and where were they located? 
6. How many times was he Mayor of Geelong? 
7. What was the name of the newspaper he established? 
8. What beach was named after him? 
9. What was the name of the house he built in Torquay? 
10. As a member of the Torquay Improvement Association, what was he known for? 
 

ROSSER, Felix 1. Who were Felix’s parents? 
2. When was Felix born? Where did he grow up? 
3. What was his occupation? Where did he mainly do his job? 
4. What fish were found around Torquay? 
5. What was Taylor Park once called? 
6. What is he most famous for? 
7. Why did he get into trouble with police at shipwrecks? 
8. What were some of the big catches in Zeally Bay for Felix? 
9. How did Felix build a road over sandy hills? 
 

FISCHER, Edward 1. When and where was Edward Fischer born? 
2. What was his occupation? 
3. He was given what honour in 1876? 
4. Who won the Melbourne Cup that year? 
5. What special day each year is held by the Geelong Racing Club? 
6. When did Edward sell his business? 
7. Where did his business move to? 
8. When did Edward build his house in Torquay and what was it called? 
9. How big was his house and where was it located? 
10. What is special about the name of the street the house is located on? 
 

  



GILBERT, Frank Edward 1. When and where was Francis (Frank) Gilbert born? 
2. What role did his father play in developing Frank’s skills? 
3. When did he arrive in Australia and who did he travel with? 
4. What jobs did Frank do? 
5. When did Frank draw the earliest plan of the Torquay area (that we can find)? 
6. Where did Frank purchase his property in Torquay? 
7. Why is Allotment 21 so important? 
8. What did John Bracebridge Wilson and Frank Gilbert have in common? 
9. Where did Frank exhibit Gilbert family artwork? 
 

MUNDAY, James 1. When and where was James Munday born? 
2. Where did he grow up? 
3. Why did the family leave Ireland? 
4. What qualifications did James hold and when did he graduate? 
5. When did he arrive in Australia? 
6. What products did his tannery business make? 
7. How many tannery businesses did James own? 
8. James had many other interests, what were they? 
9. Describe typical holidays for the Munday family. 
 

PARKER, William 1. When and where was William born? 
2. What was the family business? 
3. What was the Parker Penny used for? 
4. What was the Parker Penny made from? 
5. How did William encourage the growth of tea tree on the Torquay Road (Surf Coast 

Highway)? 
6. What sports was William good at? 
7. What was William known for in Torquay? 
 

PAYNE, Alfred 1. When and where was Alfred Payne born?  
2. Where did he grow up? 
3. Where did he live in Torquay? 
4. What was jobs did he have? 
5. When did he buy land in Torquay and how much land did he buy? 
6. What did they build on that land? 
7. What operated from their building? 
8. What happened to their building in 1913? 
9. What was their house in Bristol Road called? 
 

PRICE, Col John Longville 1. When and where was John Longville Price born? 
2. When did he arrive in Australia? 
3. What was his occupation? 
4. What was his military service? 
5. What did he get trophies for? 
6. What role did he play in public service for Geelong? 
7. Where did he build his holiday house and what was it called? 
8. What role did he play in the Torquay Improvement Association? 
 

PRIDE, William 1. When and where was William born? 
2. When did he arrive in Australia? How old was he when he arrived? 
3. What was the business that William set up and where? 
4. What were three things that made his business prosper? 
5. What was he the first in the colony to do? 
6. When and what for did William win first prize at the National show in 1893? 
7. What were the groups that William was a member of? 
8. What did he like doing for recreation? 
9. What type of a holiday home did William establish? 



RUDD, Harry 1. When and where was Harry born? 
2. What was his birth name? 
3. What was his occupation? 
4. What was his hobby? 
5. Why did Harry push for land sales in Torquay? 
6. Where did Harry purchase his land in Torquay? 
7. What kind of a house did he build? 
8. What group in Torquay did Harry start? 
9. After Harry moved to Melbourne, why did the family still come to Torquay? 
 

TAYLOR, John William 1. When and where was John William Taylor born? 
2. What was his occupation? 
3. When was the family company established? 
4. How long did the company exist? 
5. What organisations was John William a member? 
6. What were his hobbies? 
7. What was the name of his house in Torquay called? 
8. What happened to the house? 
9. How did he save the first Torquay Hall? 
10. As an environmentalist, what did John William fight for? 
 

 


