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Torquay Museum Without Walls is a
proud volunteer-run organization. In
publishing History Matters our volunteers do everything from research,
writing, editing, photography and
page layouts. Each edition also includes contributions of stories and
photography from supporters of our
work.
We are very grateful for the support
of our sponsors identified opposite
and those who contribute in any
way to the magazine.
Volunteers play an important role in
the operation of our history group.
They work in a variety of areas including
research, filing, data entry, collections
management, photography and working
with community groups.
VOLUNTEER WITH US: We welcome
new people and you don’t have to be
an expert in history. A friendly attitude
and willingness to join in is all you
need.
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surveyed, designed and supervised the construction – both within and outside the Country Roads Board.
There were early plans for a rail and ocean road linking the towns along the coast. It wasn’t until World War One was
coming to an end that the chairman of the State War Council wrote to William Calder (Chairman, Country Roads Board),
requesting suggestions for the employment of repatriated soldiers. Calder answered with a list of eight projects ‘finance
permitting’. He commented that a coastal road would be a beautiful tourist attraction for Victoria - one similar to that in
California, USA. (Highway 1 from San Francisco to Los Angeles.)
Geelong mayor, Howard Hitchcock brought the plans to realisation. Inspired by a speech at Paraparap by Mr F. W. Fricke
of the Country Roads Board, Howard Hitchcock formed the Great Ocean Road Trust. With local support he set about
raising money to finance the project, contributing significant amounts himself. Hitchcock believed the development of the
road was a way of employing returned soldiers and at the same time creating a lasting monument to those who had died
in the war. He also believed it would be a great tourist attraction, supporting the economies of the small coastal towns.
Survey work began in August 1918 and completed twelve months later. On 19 September 1919, an explosive charge was
detonated at Lorne as Victoria’s Premier, Harry Lawson,
officially declared the start of the construction of the road

story
behind the
road

– gravel, like all country roads in those days.

Image: State Library Victoria

cheryl baulch

From 1918 to 1932 some 3000 returned soldiers and
sailors worked on the road’s construction. There was an
unknown number of deaths, all the more tragic when
remembering that they had just survived battle zones.
These men carved a road into cliff faces with just pick and
shovel, and they managed horses pulling ‘scoops’ and
explosives – perhaps putting their peacetime effort and
bravery on a par with that of their war service.
Men were lowered down the cliff by ropes tied around
Image: Keith Cecil

their wastes and anchored to tree trunks on cliffsides
above the pounding sea to enable charges to be set. The

sound of each gelignite blast through the cliff face must have traumatised them all over again.
They slept in old army tents and were paid ten shillings and sixpence per day, approximately equivalent to the average
Australian wage in 1920. This was four shillings and sixpence more than their pay while in service. The wages were known
as sustenance payments later nicked named “susso” the forerunner to the term ‘Dole’ as we know it today.

Build it, and they will come.

Lieutenant Governor, Sir William Irvine officially opened the Great Ocean Road on 26 November 1932.

And they did. Today visitors arrive in their millions to experience the epic

In the early years, those who used the road

coastal drive regarded as one of the best in the world.
Meandering over 243 kilometres of spectacular coastline from Torquay to
Allansford on Warrnambool’s doorstep, the National Heritage listed Great
Ocean Road is an iconic tourist magnet. However, many of the visitors
are unaware that the road is the world’s longest war memorial, carved by
hand by returned soldiers fresh from the trenches, in honour of their fallen
mates. Dangling by ropes above the pounding sea they replaced guns and
bayonets with picks and shovels.

would pay a toll at gates at Eastern View, where
a memorial arch to the engineers was erected.
Tolls were paid for both drivers (two shillings
and sixpence) and each passenger (one shilling
and sixpence). There are stories of toll evasion
where diligent tollkeepers pursued passengers
who had alighted before to the toll gate and
would scramble over the hills to rejoin the car.
The funds that accrued were shared between

This permanent memorial to those who died while fighting in World War

Returned Soldiers Funds and the Great Ocean

One was a considerable engineering feat ending decades of isolation

Road Trust.

for the coastal communities. Initially to have its start at Barwon Heads,
the road officially begins at Torquay and ends at Allansford in the City of
Warrnambool.

The toll was abolished on 2 October 1936 when
the Trust handed over the road as a gift to the
State Government.

It also commemorates the labour of the servicemen who returned to
Image: Keith Cecil
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Australia, including the ex-servicemen engineers and surveyors who

Image: Keith Cecil
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REFLECTIONS
ON THE VISION
The News of the Week courtesy Bob Gartland Collection and Geelong Advertiser

Poets have sung of the long wash of Australian seas, and a dozen miles
south of Geelong, as the crow flies, one reaches the south-western
coastline of Victoria. There, there is a long sweep of littoral loveliness,
a picturesque blending of seaside, river, mountain and bush, making as
fine a scenic ensemble as may be found anywhere between Cape York
and the Leeuwin.
Along the beautiful section of the sea coast, between the Barwon Heads
and Cape Otway, are many noted resorts, much favored by holidaymakers. Places like Torquay, Airey's Inlet, Loutitt Bay — 90 miles from
Melbourne, where Lorne, supreme among Victoria's watering-places, is
situated — and so on to Cape Patten and Apollo Bay.
Between these well-known points of scenic charm are others not so
widely known. There are thickly wooded ranges running down to the sea,
crystal streams babbling along their rocky beds, ferny gorges, rocky cliffs,
and rugged headlands, mountain and valley, and clean, wide beaches,
forests and ferns, and waterfalls. And always a seascape of unrivalled
Image: Geelong Heritage Centre
https://catalogue.grlc.vic.gov.au/client/en_GB/search/
asset/6731/0

charm.
Yet, strangely enough, ever since the first pioneer settlers came to
this attractive coast, the only means of reaching it was by bush tracks

The writer of this article, Alderman Howard and more or less uneven and rugged roads from the main highway to
Hitchcock, C.M.G., O.B.E., M.L.C., is President Warrnambool and Portland, now called the Prince's Highway, which runs
of the Great Ocean Road Trust, and the from east to west, always 20 miles and more north of the seashore, and
completion of the road along the south- with forests and mountains in between.
western coast is the realisation of a dream
which has been his for years. The creation of
the road is very largely due to Mr Hitchcock's
energy, initiative and boundless enthusiasm.
Reprinted from the Geelong Advertiser, 3 January
1931, p 15

Perhaps from the first people dreamed of a great ocean road which
should follow the picturesque coastline, link up the townlets and make
this lovely area more accessible, but if they did it was only a dream which
seemed impossible of realisation.
Certainly one old and esteemed friend of mine, the late Honorable E. H.
Lascelles, whose breadth of vision made him the founder of the great
Mallee settlement scheme, did put this dream of an ocean road into
words. He proposed a road from Geelong to Lorne, but nothing came
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of it.

— as well as other friends, to a social gathering on the

The coming of the motor car, which did so much to open

occasion of opening a road in the Paraparap district, a few

up real roads through Australia, gave a fillip to the dream
of on ocean road to Lome.
I remember one day I was sitting on the Bluff at Barwon
Heads, and I thought of how fine a thing it would be if such
a road could be made, winding in and out of the ferntree
gullies, twisting around bluffs and headlands, and so
running on and on under the shadow of the giant gums
and rugged rocks clear to Warrnambool. What a fine thing
that would be, I thought.
Well, that daydream has materialized at last. The road is
not quite clear all the way to Warrnambool certainly, but it
will be very soon. Twelve years ago we started to make the
Great Ocean Road, and in our enthusiasm and optimism
we thought to finish it in four or five. Well, it is good to aim
at a high ideal, even if we fall a little short in its attainment.
When the Great War was over, and everyone was anxious
that some concrete memorial should arise of the brave
men whose spiritual ideals made them defy distance and
defy death, the idea of the Great Ocean Road was seriously
considered. It was the first fallen soldiers' memorial to be
mentioned, as it was the first to be commenced in this
State.
The idea was that the returned men themselves were to
make the road. This would give work to many, but only
those who had been previously accustomed to roadmaking, or other heavy work, were to be employed.
And so the scheme began to shape itself. Councillor E. E.
Hendy, of the Barrabool Shire, had invited a large number
of municipal officials — mayors, presidents and councillors

miles from Geelong. There were the usual speeches and
congratulations, and one speaker, Mr F. W. Fricke, of the
Country Roads Board, said: "I wonder why you Geelong
people do not tackle the making of an ocean road around
your part of the coast."
That was the genesis of the movement. I was mayor of
Geelong at the time, and I hastily convened a meeting
at the City Hall, at which members of the Country Roads
Board explained to the gathering the possibilities of such a
road. A brief report of this meeting appeared in a city paper
and attracted the attention of the Apollo Bay Progress
Association, with the result that Mr Edgar, M.L.C., Cr. Hendy
and myself were asked to Apollo Bay to confer with local
residents on the matter. The net result of these preliminary
talks was that the Great Ocean Road Trust was created at
a crowded meeting in the Colac Town Hall on March 22,
1918.
I was elected president, and Cr. Hendy was appointed
organising secretary. The elected members of the Trust
were all representative men. As for finance, we had
promises at the meeting from various enthusiasts of sums
varying from £1000 down to a modest fiver.
Immediately after his return from the war Major W. T. B.
McCormack, M. Inst., C.E. (the present Chairman of the
Country Roads Board) took personal charge of operations.
The making of the road provided employment for many
returned men, and the nature of the work and the healthful
open-air conditions have been instrumental in restoring
the physical fitness and morale of many whose nerves had
| Page 7

been shattered.

opposition, but the large number of those opposed to

Reference must be made of the splendid organising work

I well remember meeting one party of seven men at the

the building of the road seemed to me to be excessive.

of the Secretary of the Trust, the late Captain E. Morley,

However, I always had recognised that the greatest

M.L.A. Some months after the Road was started, Cr. Hendy,

successes in any public effort were brought about by fair

original organiser, thought it advisable that he should

and reasonable opposition. So, notwithstanding those who

resign his position in favour of a returned soldier. This he

were opposed to us, we went steadily on, gathering in the

accordingly did, and later on the late Captain Morley was

Road. Three weeks later I met them at work on the Road at

cheques and making the Road.

elected to the position. Afterwards becoming a member of

Cape Patten, near Apollo Bay, and I was delighted to see

I want to emphasise the fact, right here, that no private

that the fresh air and the tang of the ocean had turned

trust, or company could have organised and carried out

them from invalids into healthy, vigorous, sun-tanned men.

this great scheme without the guiding hand of the Country

We decided, however, to shift the work from the Cape

Roads Board, with its enthusiastic and indefatigable

Geelong railway station. We had breakfast together, but
they were all suffering more or less from war strain, poison
gas, and the like, and could eat little or nothing. These chaps
were on their way to work on the first section of the Ocean

the Legislative Assembly, and thus coming in contact with
political leaders of the State, he was able to render very
special service to the Trust in many directions. Much of
the success of his efforts was due to his enthusiasm and
general interest in the scheme.

Patten section, and begin near Lorne, because it was

members.

felt that if we wished to get the motorists and the public

The work draws near completion. The linking-up of the

generally interested in the Road, it would be better to

seaside resorts already in existence will form an important

have it easier of access, so that the people could see the

feature of the general scheme. Resorts such as Barwon

progress made and judge of the importance of the work.

Heads, Torquay, Anglesea, Airey's Inlet, Lorne and Apollo

As the day had gone by for donations, the Trust considered

Bay are familiar to most tourists, but the country in between

that the establishment of tollgates was necessary to provide

is possessed of such wonderful scenery and surroundings

money for the upkeep. Much as the members of the Trust

for seaside resorts that it will be surprising if new townlets

disliked the establishment of tolls, it was felt that it was the

are not built during the next few years.

only reasonable way of raising the money. Accordingly, the

As the large area opens up and attractive features present
themselves, I consider the Great Ocean Road will offer

The opening of the first section to Lorne was an unqualified
success, and thousands of visitors and tourists visit this
resort every season.

gate was established.
As Lane's Road, or as it is known to the Trust, the Long
Beach Road, paid for its upkeep, and sufficient money was
raised from the tolls together, it was recently decided that
this toll should be closed, and the road taken over by the
Country Roads Board, which undertook to keep it in repair.
Half of it has now been splendidly formed, and the road
users in the near future will have a perfect road into Airey's.
Only one toll now exists and at reduced charges on the
original rates. Efforts will be made very soon to have this
also removed.
And so our dream comes true. The Great Ocean Road will
stand as a monument of persistent, self-sacrificing effort.
It is a highway made as a fitting memorial of the deeds of
our soldiers, but it is also a convenient means of outlet
tor traffic from remote hills and valleys, a stimulus to
settlement, and a scenic roadway which is unsurpassed in
the Commonwealth.

first was erected, and later, when the Trust purchased for
£1850 the road which the late Mr Lane had built, a second

attractions and inducements which will keep tourists from
going into other States, and spending their money there.
Settlers and property owners will benefit also. Land on the
route and in the nearby forests will be greatly improved in
value. At intervals there is good rich land, which has a good
rainfall, capable of growing large quantities of primary
Image: Martin Klabbers

From the inception of the scheme the various Governments
have shown the greatest consideration for the Trust,
and confidence in its administration. This from Premier
Lawson's day down to that of our present Premier, Mr
Hogan.
At the start we were told that the main thing would be, as

products.
Dairy farms and butter factories already exist, and as years
go on these, and cheese factories will help to swell the
proceeds of the adjacent districts. Areas of land for building
purposes have come into the possession of the Trust, and
much of it has been disposed of at satisfactory prices, the
proceeds of which are used for building the Road.

far as the Trust was concerned, the paying of the wages
and the carrying on of the scheme. In our simplicity we
thought this would be easy enough. We battled along and
got enough money to enable us to make the road from
Eastern View to Lorne, and the through road was opened
by the State Governor, Lord Stradbroke.
It was never intended that the Road should have, at the start
of its construction, a finished surface, or a width necessary
for the ultimate requirements of an ordinary road. The

The News of the Week courtesy Bob Gartland Collection and Geelong Advertiser

main idea was to open up the country and get through as
soon as possible, leaving it to future generations to make
the necessary improvements.
It was to be expected that the scheme would receive some
Page 8 |
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howard
hitchcock

Hitchcock was active in fund-raising activities during
and just after the war. He helped to obtain £1.5 million
for war loans and £132,000 for various war and peace
Image Martin Klabbers

funds, including the Kitchener Memorial Hospital. His
own donations often reached four figures. While mayor
Hitchcock was also active president or chairman for
thirty-one public bodies, vice-president of five, trustee of
ten, secretary of four, treasurer of four and committeemember of seven.
Hitchcock's interests turned outside Geelong when he
espoused William Calder's proposal for the establishment

BY IAN WYND

of the Great Ocean Road as a memorial to the soldiers of
the Western District. He became president of the Great

reprinted from Australian Dictionary of Biography

Ocean Road Trust in 1918; he gave nearly £3000 to its
appeal and it was his enthusiasm and energy as much as

Howard Hitchcock (1866-1932), businessman and civic leader, was born on

Image Keith Cecil

31 March 1866 at Geelong, Victoria, son of George Mitchelmore Hitchcock

was able to open the completed road in 1932; in tribute,
his car was driven behind the governor's in the procession

and his wife Annie, née Lowe. He was educated at Flinders State School and

along the road on opening day.

private schools before beginning at 18 as an assistant in the family firm of

In 1923 Hitchcock embarked on his third trip abroad and

Bright & Hitchcocks, drapers. Five years later he became a junior partner; on

was absent for nearly three years. On his return he was

his father's death in 1912 he took over as managing director. In 1926 he sold

met by a cavalcade of cars at the outskirts of the town

the business to five of his employees.

and escorted to a huge civic reception. In June 1925, in his

Hitchcock was prominent in the Yarra Street Wesleyan Church, serving

absence, he had been elected member for South-Western

for over twenty-five years as organist and over ten years as secretary and

Province in the Legislative Council. In 1931 he resigned

superintendent. He was also a member of the church tennis and cricket

all public positions because of ill health. He died of heart

teams. These activities formed his main interests until 1915 when, after

disease on 22 August 1932, survived by his wife Charlotte

successfully campaigning to prevent the Geelong City Council from moving

Louisa Turnbull, née Royce, whom he had married on 16

its headquarters to the recently vacated Geelong Church of England
Image Geelong Heritage Centre
https://catalogue.grlc.vic.gov.au/client/en_GB/
search/asset/7454/0

anything that kept the project afloat. He died before he

April 1890; they had no children. He was buried in Eastern

Grammar School buildings, he was prevailed upon to stand for council.

cemetery after a service at the Yarra Street Wesleyan

Elected as representative for Bellarine Ward, within two years he was chosen

Church. His estate was valued for probate at £71,276.

as mayor and served a record consecutive five years in that office in 1917-22.
He became an alderman in 1920, and was appointed O.B.E. that year and

Source:

C.M.G. two years later.

Ian Wynd, 'Hitchcock, Howard (1866–1932)', Australian
Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of Biography,
Australian National University, http://adb.anu.edu.au/
biography/hitchcock-howard-6685/text11529, published
first in hardcopy 1983, accessed online 1 September 2019.

During his mayoralty Hitchcock accepted all invitations, attending three or
four functions in an evening, and travelled 80,000 miles (128,747 km) in
his own car. His slogan was 'civic improvement and beautification' which
he put into practice in development schemes for Johnstone's Park and the
Eastern Beach. He firmly believed that those who had made their fortune
in the town should be prepared to plough it back into its development, and
he established a Junior Civic Association to instil his 'new civic ideal' into
the minds of the young. He never ceased to push the merits of Geelong,
extending to visitors lavish, though teetotal, hospitality out of his own pocket.
Page 10 |
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BARWON HEADS

The start of the Great
Ocean Road?
Planning Future Ocean Road, Geelong Advertiser, 31 July 1963

Story Cheryl Baulch

The building of the Great Ocean Road ceased in November 1932.

Barwon Heads and Black Rock, and then it diverged inland

area and when it could it, was only by travelling close to the

The Eastern section of the road was completed in March 1922 and

to miss sensitive dunes.

fence separating private property from the foreshore land.

By 1936, the Black Rock end of the old Ocean Road

At the time consideration was given to creating the new

after the section from Lorne to Apollo Bay was finished in November
1932, works concluded. But was the road complete?

constructed in 1921 had been overwhelmed by the

Today when we ask Google for the start of the Great Ocean Road

migration of the coastal dunes. A new road was cut during

and more often than not information comes back at us to say

the 1930s along the line of an old track on the crest of

Torquay is the start, images appear of the Memorial Arch, which

the dunes parallel with the shore, meeting the Bluestone

appears as a physical gateway to the Great Ocean Road, and maps

School Road at Black Rock.

now indicate that after leaving the Geelong bypass head straight
for Anglesea.

Barwon

Heads

Trustees

and

Committee

of

Management continued to actively support the inclusion

All early documentation states that Barwon Heads was to be the

of Barwon Heads as part of the Great Ocean Road. In

start of the Great Ocean Road, but today Torquay has taken that

1962, the location of the Ocean Road between Torquay

honour. It is easy to assume that the lack of funds prevented the

and Breamlea was the subject of conversation between

works from being completed further.

representatives of the Soil Conservation Authority and the

On 30 October 1934, The Age reported on the announcement

Shire of South Barwon. The obstacle was the stretch of

by Mr. K. Maltby, M.L.A that
it was proposed to complete

road between Deep Creek (Torquay end), and the mouth
of Bream Creek. Erosion of the sand dunes would create

tracks to the excellent stretch of beach and parking areas
to be developed. The most important consideration with
this development was providing for the preservation of
large areas of sand along three miles of road.
In 1978, the Country Roads Board considered the
construction of a link road from Thirteenth Beach
westwards to Torquay. The sand dunes were fragile at
Breamlea, so the Soil Conservation Authority opposed the
proposal. In that same year, lack of parking provided safety
concerns along the road at Thirteenth Beach. However, the
Council was told that 'any proposals for car parks in the
Thirteenth Beach area would involve discussions with the
Country Roads Board, as Beach Road, Barwon Heads was

problems already experienced by the section from Barwon

officially the start of the Great Ocean Road.’

of the Great Ocean Road by

Heads to the Black Rock sewer outfall.

Further attempts to promote the Ocean Road at Thirteenth

constructing the scenic road

While the marram grass planted in the previous years had

Beach were made by the Committee of Management

between Barwon Heads and

heavily coated the sand dunes, the main concern was the

Torquay. Mr. Maltby stated that

preservation of the maximum width of dunes which could

a preliminary survey had been

be left undisturbed with the three miles of road that would

done, and when funds were

impact on the sand dunes. The section of the road in the

available the work would begin.

Barwon Heads area was requiring intensive work in order

That the recently constructed

to arrest further deterioration and consequently preserve

roadway through Barwon Heads

the road.

the masterplan for the start

park would be the commencing
point

of

the

Torquay-Barwon

Ocean

Road.

Heads

Road,

was laid out in c.1920. This road
was situated on the top of the
cliff for half the distance between
Page 12 |

The

road along the fence line, with the construction of access

The section between Torquay and Breamlea had come
into the spotlight since the crossing of Deep Creek at
Torquay was constructed and enabled traffic to proceed
farther easterly along the sand dunes towards Breamlea.

in 1982. In gaining support from the community, they
received a letter from the Barwon Heads Progress
Association ‘supporting enthusiastically the proposal by
this Committee to develop the Coastal Road as a landmark
and offering to assist with representation by one of its
members.’ Coincidentally, it was in this same year when
two car parks and three pedestrian tracks and fencing were
granted approval for development at Thirteenth Beach.
With all the hype and marketing aside, the question still
remains, which town is really the start of the Great Ocean
Road?

However, traffic couldn’t proceed very far into the new
| Page 13

1918 the Development Road Act was passed giving the CRB approval and money to build development roads. These were
roads to link farming communities to either railheads or to main roads. This act enabled the CRB to build a road from Deans
Marsh to Lorne and from Forrest to Apollo Bay. In 1916 the Hon. Donald MacKinnon MLA, the chairman of the State War
Council asked William Calder, the chairman of the CRB whether it would be able to employ returned ex-servicemen when
the First World War ended. On 5 December 1916, the CRB suggested eight roads that could be constructed by returned
soldiers including the South Coast Road. This road would start at Barwon Heads then follow the coast westerly through
Torquay, Anglesea, Aireys Inlet, Lorne, Apollo Bay, Cape Otway, Glen Aire (now Glenaire), Princetown, Port Campbell and
Peterborough finishing at Nirranda where it would connect to the main road to Warrnambool. As this road was neither
a main road nor a development road, it could not be financed by the CRB. The mayor of Geelong (Councillor Howard

THE MEN
BEHIND THE ROAD

The Great Ocean Road survey party leaving Apollo Bay for Cape Patten.
The News of the Week courtesy Bob Gartland Collection and Geelong Advertiser

Hitchock) with other civic minded citizens set up the Great Ocean Road Trust, which held its first meeting at Colac, on 22
March 1918. The purpose of the Trust was to raise funds to build the 100 miles (161 km) of road necessary to link the
various development roads to give a coastal road from Barwon Heads to Warrnambool, at total length of 172 miles (277
km). The road would be entitled The Great Ocean Road and would be a 'worthy Memorial to all Victorian Soldiers, and a
National Asset for Victoria'.

W.T.B. McCormack
William Thomas Bartholomew McCormack (1879-1938), civil engineer
and public servant, was born on
1 January 1879 at Heathcote, Victoria. In March 1913 McCormack
was appointed one of the three foundation members of the Country
Roads Board of Victoria. A lieutenant In the Australian Intelligence
Corps in 1911-14, McCormack enlisted in the Australian Imperial

Peter Spring

Force in January 1916 and in June embarked as major commanding
the 10th Field Company, Engineers.

Lorne Historical society

Returning to Australia in April 1919, McCormack resumed his work
with the Country Roads Board, taking charge of the construction, initially by returned soldiers, of the Great Ocean Road
In this, the centenary year of the commencement of construction of the Great Ocean Road, it is timely to reflect upon the
men that really made the project happen.
Howard Hitchcock is known as the "Father of the Road". There is no question that his initiative to establish the Great

which reached Eastern View in 1922 and, eventually, Apollo Bay in 1932.
The Great Ocean was completed in 1932 as a memorial to those who served in World War One, and the arch was first
erected in 1939 as a memorial to McCormack, honorary engineer to the Great Ocean Road Trust.

Ocean Road Trust of which he was the initial chairman was pivotal in bringing sharp focus onto the need for the road. The
Trust produced a persuasive basket of motives. The Road was to link the coastal settlements, increase land values (the
real estate industry was soon involved), provide a communication route for land holders and the military and be a major

C.R. Herschell

tourism asset. Two motivations predominated. It was to be a memorial to all those Victorians who served in World War

Charles Richard Herschell was born at Bendigo in 1878. He died, at South Yarra on 25th

I and would give employment to returned servicemen in healthy, beautiful surroundings. Hitchcock was instrumental in

May 1962. He was an Australian and British documentary film pioneer. In 1912, he founded

raising £81,000 towards the project. In today's currency, that's about $8.2M.

Herschells Pty. Ltd. documentary film producers, of which firm he remained chairman of

There were many others whose contribution on to the development of the Great Ocean Road were as significant as

directors until 1949.

Hitchcock's. People like:

The Great Ocean Road project was exceptionally well documented in photographs because

William Calder

of the close involvement of Charles Herschell as Managing Director and later Chairman of
William Calder (1860-1928), engineer, was born on 31 July 1860 at his father's sheep-farm at
Lovell's Flat, Milton near Dunedin, New Zealand. Among his achievements were construction
of, allegedly, the first asphalted carpet-road surface and the first refuse destructor in
Australia, and the completion of a major drainage project.
By 1912 the appalling condition of Victoria's rural roads was a major concern to both farmers
and motorists. That year a Country Roads Board was set up and Calder was appointed
chairman, with W.T.B McCormack and F.W. Fricke as the other members.
When the Country Roads Board (CRB] was established in 1913 there were hopes that it
would build a coastal road, but this was not to be, as the CRB's role when it was created was

the Trust. He was an early film pioneer and the founder of Rose postcards which carried
many scenic views of the Road. It is distressing to record that the photographic records were
destroyed during World War II because space was needed in Herschell's offices for the large
number of war newsreels.
When you drive the road, it's worth stopping at the plaque at Cinema Point on Big Hill, so
named because Herschell's film crews used this location to film road construction.
Because of the efforts of these men and the 3,000 returned servicemen who actually built the road the Great Ocean Road
has fulfilled a dream to link up the seaside settlements, open up the coast for development and provide the motoring
public with one of the most beautiful ocean drives in the world.

to determine which roads should be main roads and to build and maintain these roads. In
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‘The need was certainly the call at the Great Ocean Road camp, a couple of miles from Lorne, where sixty or more
returned soldiers are employed on the task of cutting a road around the cliffs from the south of Geelong right down to
Warrnambool. It will be long before that road is completed, but when it is, it will be a highway of which Australia will be
proud.’
The War Cry correspondent goes on to vividly describe conditions of the camp.
‘Two men living in a little tent, barely 8 ft by 6 ft in length and breadth and width, only just five feet six
inches from the ground to the ridge pole! Hardly a man in camp can stand up in his tent. On dull, gloomy
days, the light in such tents is very poor... Underfoot, the ground is cold and damp. The only relief was
to get away from the camp and go to Lorne, and what was there in the towns but the pubs outposts of
hell––where little is sold but that which turns a man into a beast?’

ENTERTAINMENT
SAVED THE DAY

George Ellis, a former archivist for the Salvation Army, speaks with authority and passion as he reflects on the important
role of the Salvos in the construction of the Great Ocean Road. Ellis is in no doubt that the reputation the Salvos established
on the battlefield led to them being asked to help the returned diggers.
‘We were much more than padres, we provided a social connection and outlet and were prepared to roll
our sleeves up,’ explains Ellis. ‘The military saw this—that the Salvos were a practical group of people. There
was an automatic trust in the Salvos given what we did in the war.’
When asked by the RSSLIA to provide assistance, the Salvos swung into action. A team of men arrived at the Lorne site
and built a large wooden hut that was to become the centre of camp life for the diggers. Salvo Captain Hector Reeve was
appointed to the camp and, according to Ellis, he soon became a jack-of-all-trades.

JAN MORRIS

‘Hector was the barber, the medical officer, the ambulance driver, the postman, he could turn his hand to almost anything,’ says

Anglesea Historical Society

Ellis. ‘He even mended socks.’ As well as providing the diggers with practical help, Captain Reeve was able to offer them a
sanctuary from the harsh conditions.
The hut became the hub of social life for the diggers. It was equipped with a gramophone, library books, an open fire,

Day after day the sound of the pick and shovel filled the air with monotonous repetition. The returned WW1 soldiers had
a job and a place to camp but they were isolated, away from their families. They had no entertainment and their living
conditions were described by some as no better than during the war. There was no comfort fund or parcels. Enter the
Salvation Army, experienced in supporting soldiers. Things began to improve.
A report at the time in the War Cry, the paper of the Salvation Army gives us an idea of the needs of those working on the
GOR. To set history right, 75 years later, the War Cry of 17 November 2007 brings to light the otherwise forgotten story of
the Salvos role over 75 years ago in the building of the GOR.

comfortable chairs and letter writing material. Sing-a-longs were held in the evenings, and it was even used as a mess hall
for meals. Previously meals had been served in a draughty, floorless tent.’
Captain Reeve’s son, George (a retired bandmaster with the Salvos), says of the stories his father told of the Great
Ocean Road, the most vivid recalled the day he arrived at the camp. ‘He got the train to Colac and from there took a
coach-and-four across the Otway Ranges. It was no better
than a mud track and the horses were up to their flanks
in mud,’ says George. ‘It didn’t really faze him because he’d
grown up on a farm. Hector Reeve’s country upbringing

In 1918, the Great Ocean Road Trust was formed and, under the guidance of its founder, Howard Hitchcock, the Trust

probably contributed to the level of acceptance he was to

set about raising funds to construct the road. The establishment of the Trust coincided with the end of the First World

find among the men. His knowledge of the land allowed

War. This project provided an ideal opportunity for the employment of ‘diggers’ returning from the war. It was also

him to offer advice when it came to the practical aspects

thought that the road would serve as a fitting memorial
to those soldiers who never returned. Some criticized
the plan as cruel and punitive for men home from
battle. But others felt the opportunity for ‘fresh coastal
air, swimming, fishing, shooting and camp life would
restore jaded war nerves’.
The men lived in camps established along the route.
To describe conditions as primitive would be an understatement. In 1922, concerned about the welfare of exservicemen, the Returned Sailors and Soldiers’ Imperial
League of Australia (RSSLIA, the forerunner of the RSL)
approached the Salvation Army and asked for help. A
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of the work, such as drilling and blasting rocks.
‘My father was happy doing the job, the men accepted
him, because they respected the Salvos from the war, but
he also knew what he was doing.
Throughout the years, work progressed in stages. The Trust became adept at fundraising, at one stage even selling
special solar eclipse-viewing glasses to raise money. Finally, on 26 November 1932, Victoria’s Lieutenant Governor, Sir
William Irvine, declared the road open at a ceremony held near the Lorne Grand Pacific Hotel.
In his later years, Hector Reeve had fond memories of his time working with the diggers on the road. The Great Ocean
Road is undoubtedly the (geographically) longest war memorial in the world. Many modern-day travellers are reminded of
the contribution of the Anzacs through plaques and sculptures positioned along the route. While some lament the lack of
recognition for the Salvo contribution, perhaps this is typical of the work done by the Salvos. It reflects the back- ground

report in the War Cry dated 5 August 1922 details the

role they often take in times of need.

Salvos’ contribution to the construction of the Road.

Reference: War Cry - 5 August 1922 & 17 November 2007
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FELIX
ROSSER

Rosser Family.

Standing (L-R): Harold, Myrtle, Arthur, Alice
Sitting (L-R): Roy, Florence, Victor

CHERYL BAULCH

HERO, VICTIM OR VILLAN?
One hundred years ago the town was abuzz with

the mouth of the creek. Felix was living in his hut on top

murmurings as the news broke, ‘Felix Rosser is missing!’

of Yellow Bluff for several years before the first sale of

The Geelong Advertiser reported “Word has been received

allotments in the Puebla (Torquay) township.

that Felix Rosser has been missing from his home at Torquay

willingly lent a hand to tourists, the local school or others

Point Danger when the storms reached Torquay just to

in need. He worked hard, sought opportunities and

make sure Felix was safe, all the time knowing that he was

invested wisely in land around the Torquay district.

likely to be okay because of his great skills as a seaman.

In the late 1880s Felix, as a local fisherman, became the

History has Felix best known for alerting police to the

obstacle to the development of land which was used by

stricken vessel Joseph H Scammell on the night of May 7,

fisherman to camp, do repairs on their fishing gear, and dry

1891.

Not only was Felix well known for being a fisherman, he

nets. While it may have been altruistic of him to become

was resourceful. Felix was one of the early builders in

embroiled in this political debate with another local family,

Torquay having built several houses for locals and his

he was the first to correspond with the Lands Department

family which he later would sell on to others such as

and present the case that the land should be left unsold

The next day Dandenong black trackers arrived to help

dairyman Ted Charles. He was also commissioned by the

for fishermen to use. He fought for the conservation of the

in the search. Felix Rosser was one of the best-known

Torquay Improvement Association in 1889 to construct a

allotments known today as Taylor Park so that fishermen

veteran fishermen around the coast. The son of British

road over the sandhills to Spring Creek (Torquay).

had a place to camp, dry and repair nets. At the time it was

for some days. He was last seen at 4 o'clock on Wednesday
going shooting in the direction of Jan Juc. Mounted Constable
Cordy, has been searching for the last couple of days.”

convicts, Felix was a fisherman of colourful character who
lived around Torquay all his life.

Felix married Florence Klemke from Germantown
(Grovedale) in 1889. Together they had six children, Alice,

His parents arrived in Port Phillip with their first son

Myrtle, Arthur, Victor, Harold and Joseph known as Roy.

Frederick in 1845. Both parents had been transported to

Florence was active in community affairs, in particular, the

Van Diemen's Land ten years earlier. Isabella and Frederick

development of a school for Torquay.

sought and were granted permission to marry. They did so
on 24 April 1843 in Hobart. The family grew when William
(1849), John (1851) and Felix (1852) were born in Geelong.
Sadly, their father Frederick died not long after the birth of
Felix. Isabella married John Bright the following year, the
union producing three sons, Frank John (1855), Francis
(1856) and Alexander (1857).
Felix was reared in the Bream Creek district taking up
regular fishing off Zeally Bay. Fish were plentiful at Spring
Creek, bream in particular. Crayfish could be found near
Page 18 |

The Victorian Police Gazette in 1906 describes Felix
Rosser as being five feet, five and a quarter inches tall,
fresh complexion, light hair, blue eyes. He had a large scar
on his right shin, large swelling on right knee; his left hand
had several warts.
There was so much more to this complex man. While
newspapers at the time reported his many escapades
with the law as a result of alcohol, bad language or fighting,
Felix provided advice to pilots guiding ships in through the
heads and in the search for missing local fishermen. He

known as Fisherman’s Park. Felix had the lease to a fishing
hut abutting this land and didn’t like the fact that Andrew
White had cattle grazing there. They would often snack on
Felix’s fishing nets.
Felix was a good friend of Carl and Sarah Voss, as well
as the Taylor family. Carl’s children, Herb and Dora, would
often chat with him. Herb recalled to Novell Voss for the
family history that one time when he had lost one of his
buttons on his trousers, Felix invited Herb and Dora to his
hut where he sewed on the button and gave them a piece
of cake each. Often when other kids would pass his hut he
would shoot over their heads to frighten them away.
John Alexander Taylor, grandson of John William Taylor
(Taylor Park) recalled in the Geelong Advertiser his early
memories of Torquay that he and his father would go to

“The vessel’s dangerous position was first noticed by local
fisherman at about 11 pm. Mr Felix Rosser, one of the
fishermen, bravely attempted to row out to the ship to provide
assistance but was forced back by the fierce seas. He sent
word to geelong and lit a fire on the beach to let the trapped
passengers know that help was on the way. By morning, the
sea had abated and a rescue boat was able to evacuate all
passengers but none of the cargo.”
The aftermath of his heroism was that in August 1891
Felix was summoned to appear before the Belmont Police
Court for selling sly grog during the time people flocked to
the coast to view the wreck of the ship Joseph H. Scammell,
Similarly, as a result of the steamship SS Bancoora running
aground at Bream Creek on 13 July 1891, Felix and others
including his brother John, were charged with looting
passengers' and officers' luggage. Felix had helped the
crew alight from the stricken vessel. The cargo was zoo
animals bound for Melbourne zoo. His mother Isabella,
and stepfather John Bright, were also in court over cloth
they obtained from the wreck. During the court hearing
Isabella described how she set up a refreshment stall for
the sightseers.
| Page 19

At the time there was confidence that he would be found

been sufficient to have caused death. The causes of death

well because of his skill and local knowledge. It appears

were exhaustion and hunger perhaps accelerated by a

that he may have sought shelter and food at the home

wound in the neck. The Police Constable reported that

of Mr Hunter who had been out all day on Friday. On

the gun, which was loaded and had not been used since

returning home Mr Hunter had found that his house had

it was last cleaned, was found 80 yards from the body.

been entered by someone. The gate and door were open,

There was no trace of a knife in the area that the body was

and a light had been lit and left burning. The trackers

found and it happened to be in a very clear spot.

A significant catch for Felix was when he bagged a Tiger

was a group and Felix was on his own. However, Felix’s

Shark measuring 10ft 6in in Zeally Bay. Years later, a whale

behaviour was becoming more eccentric and his drinking

measuring 42ft long was reported to be caught by Felix

didn’t help the situation. In 1912 Felix was committed to

near Bream Creek. Felix had seen the whale stranded in

the Kew Asylum. To pay for his accommodation, food and

shallow water, so he made the animal secure by passing

treatment there the Crown sold many of his possessions.

a line around its tail and fastening the end to the shore.

Three months later he was back at work on a new fishing

This was the second time Felix had scored a whale; the

boat when he strained his side and was admitted to the

other one was caught some years before, and Felix sold

Geelong Hospital. The drinking and abusive behaviour

its carcass to a museum, and also disposed of its blubber.

continued.

Already living in Torquay, Felix was one of the early land

Felix continued to look for work opportunities where

search. The trackers found the Jan Juc country extremely

holders when the second land sales took place. By 1894

he could. He offered Barabool Council his services in

difficult because of the long grass. Tracks soon lost

he owned two houses in Charles Lane and several other

clearing scrub from the Torquay Bridge in exchange for

themselves in the rocks and undergrowth. The police

allotments. When the family grew he altered his property

wood. There were also advertisements in the Geelong

party worked all day Thursday and managed to trace

portfolio to houses closer to his fisherman’s hut which was

Advertiser offering to build fences, clear land and other

Rossers footprints to the water’s edge at Bells Ditch. It

The community revered him for his acts of bravery, fishing

located on The Esplanade next to where the playground is

bits and pieces for new landowners in Spring Creek.

was, however, possible the missing man retraced his

skills, resourcefulness and his opportunistic character.

John Taylor recalled in the Geelong Advertiser how

steps, and again made inland. A week into the search the

Felix is commemorated as a notable person in the history

locals became concerned and twenty of them, including

of Torquay with a street named after him. ‘Felix Crescent’

John William Taylor, joined the experts in looking for Felix.

is where Felix once lived and is not far from where his

Heavy rain hampered the trackers ability to use their

fishing hut was located.

skills in the search, so they returned to Melbourne. The

Last century, the name ‘Rosser’ conjured up a vision of

now, on its northern side. These new five allotments were
located on Felix
Crescent
The
Two

and

Esplanade.
of

the

allotments were
put in Florence’s
name.

After

their separation
Image Louise Leighton
Plan from Florence Rosser House Title

around 1905/06,
Florence

sold

that property and
moved to where
Woolworths

is

depressed Felix was in 1919 with the knowledge that his
fishing hut of 55 years would be demolished to make way
for the extension of The Esplanade, known then as Ocean
Parade. Such was his relationship with the Taylor family,
John William Taylor offered to him a new house. However,
he still owned the house on the corner of Beach Road and
Felix Crescent.
The outbreak of World War 1 caused two of Felix’s sons to
enlist in the AIF. Victor George was discharged on medical
grounds shortly after enlistment, and in 1918 Harold
Leslie was killed in action during the conflict in France. His
death shattered both parents.

today. She had

Authorities were alerted to Felix’s disappearance on

purchased three

Tuesday 29 July 1919. He was last seen the previous Friday

allotments

on

by James Young, a retired butcher residing in Torquay

Bristol Road. The

when Felix told him he was going to visit a daughter at

far east allotment

Jan Juc to warn her of her safety. During the conversation

became Walker Street. She moved into her cottage on the

Felix had mentioned to him that “someone was after him

westerly allotment on the bend and not long before her

to shoot them”. Felix made no mention of taking his own

death built another house which was by then the corner

life and James formed the opinion that Felix was not of

of Bristol Road and Walker Street.

sound mind.

Over the years Felix found himself before the court. In
the eighties it was for trading in sly grog, and supporting
his brother who had been to court a couple of times for
assaults on his wife; the nineties for his instance Taylor
Park be free from the development James Follett was
pushing for; being guarantor for his brother John’s attack
on his wife, and for looting the wrecks of the Scammell and
Bancoora. Later after the separation from his wife, Felix was
before the court for abusive/foul language and drinking,
offending different members of the community. A couple
of the magistrates did comment that it was strange how
many
of|the abusive language cases happened when there
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picked up tracks at the house and followed them to the
Jan Juc State School. Here they circled the building several
times and then led down to the creekside nearby. By this
time dusk had fallen and the trackers had to stop their

police were confident that Felix was alive and would be
found wandering the bush. There was also the belief that
he may be making his way to his friends at Airey’s Inlet
which had done in the past. At Anglesea there were signs
of someone camped in an old iron hut. So Felix’s family,
friends and the community were still holding out the hope
of finding him.

Felix died intestate with a personal wealth of £57-2-11. The
estate consisted of 1 horse, 2 wagonettes, cash, boat, net,
fishing gear and a hut (valued at £20). His wife Florence
and 5 surviving children [Alice Hofer, Myrtle Helps, Arthur
Rosser, Victor Rosser and Roy Rosser] inherited the estate.
Felix was buried at Bellbrae Cemetery on 10 August 1919
aged 67.

fishing boats, nets and ample buckets of freshly caught
fish. Those who are aware of Felix Rossers exploits also
thought of his many feats of heroism saving passengers
and crew on stricken vessels along the coast as well as
his attempts at search and rescue of other fishermen. His
reputation as a sailor and fisherman is legendary. However,
his land antics cast a shadow over his brave behaviour.

Sadly, on 9 August 1919, Felix’s body was found at Jan Juc.

Gradually Felix’s behaviour became more eccentric and

He had been dead for some days. It was exactly one year

unpredictable, and everyone had a difficult time dealing

after his son Harold was killed in France and the Geelong

with him. Today we may assume a degenerative disease

Advertiser was filled with In Memoriam family notices for

that affects a person’s social behaviour, personality, and

Harold.

language to be the cause of the erratic behaviour. It is my

Felix was found face down near scrub about half a
mile from the home of Charles Baensch at Jan Juc. The

belief that Felix was a hero, resourceful, a scoundrel and
misunderstood.

discovery was made at 9.30 am by Charles Baensch and
Arthur Hunter. About 100 yards from the body was his
loaded gun and his hat. The Coroner’s report of 13 August
1919 identified ‘Exhaustion and Hunger’ as the causes of

c1893 Torquay fishermen

death which was estimated to be around 30 July 1919.
A post-mortem examination had been made by Dr. J. E.
Piper of the heavily decomposed body of Felix. He found
there was a cut on his neck, but not deep enough to
have resulted in his death. Nor was there a knife found
on or near the body. The sum of nine shillings was found
in his pocket. The coroner found that the wound in the
neck might have been self-inflicted, or due to maggots.
Although the hole was in a part usually found in cases of
suicide from throat cut, it would not, in his opinion, have
| Page 21

CONVICT FOOTPRINTS
JOHN
BRIGHT

the Harp public house for harbouring and encouraging her

Tasmania. Prisoners who could read and write were often

brother to drink alcohol. Mary was well aware of the law

set apart from other prisoners on arrival. John also had a

as her father was also a local publican. Jordan was fined

good report on his behaviour during incarceration. He was

and cautioned that his licence was in jeopardy because

assigned to J Macdougall of Hobart almost immediately. He

of previous cautions. However for John Bright this event

is most likely to be John Campbell Macdougall, newspaper

was soon followed by a series of events to change his life

owner and editor of the Tasmanian Weekly Dispatch at

forever. A few weeks later on 23 August, an advertisement

the time. He stayed there for almost a year before being

was placed in the local papers offering a five pounds reward

assigned to other jobs. He was given his Ticket of Leave

for the apprehension of John Bright. Thomas Griffiths had

in November 1849, six years after his initial trial and one

accused him of stealing money the day before and that

year earlier than his sentence indicated. In between he

when he left he was “wearing a moleskin frock coat, with

had been in trouble a couple of times for not following

large horn buttons and drab-coloured kerseymere trousers.

the rules. John departed Tasmania through Launceston

John was 18 years of age, about 5 feet 7 inches tall, stout

in January 1851 aboard the ship Shamrock. He arrived in

made with black hair and eyes and of a swarthy complexion.”

Melbourne and made his way to Geelong. Within two years

He had left Ludlow by the Birmingham Red Rover Coach.

he had married Isabella Rosser, widow of Frederick Rosser,

Three days later he was apprehended at the Rose and

both convicts from Tasmania. Isabella, thirteen years his

Crown near Tenbury. When police-officer Valentine Newton

senior had five children with at the time of their union, one

searched him, four ten pound notes together with some

of those children was Felix Rosser. Her union with John

gold and silver amounting to £46 was found on him. He

Bright produced another three children.

was remanded and committed for trial at the next quarter
session. This was held in November and John pleaded “Not
Guilty” in the packed courtroom. The prosecution described
that the stolen money had been placed in a pigeon-hole
behind the writing desk by Griffith’s son. When he found it
missing a few days later he reported the missing money to
his father, and suspicion immediately fell upon John as he
had disappeared the previous day. Handbills were quickly
Ludlow, near the England-Wales border, has a recorded
history beginning in 1086 when the impressive castle was first
developed as one of a line of fortifications along the Welsh
Marches to defend the border and subdue the local Anglo
Saxon population. It was another 150 years before town walls

CONVICT

were constructed with the Ludlow Castle standing within the
circuit of the walls and sharing a common line of defence.
Ludlow was now a fortified town, and as in most fortified

LEGACY

towns, the walls and gates served many purposes other than

J CHERYL BAULCH I

invading armies. They enabled market tolls to be collected

defence. They were a means of controlling the entry of all
sorts of undesirables, many of them far less formidable than
easily and gave support to lean-to buildings. In times of peace
they were a ready source of building stone, and continued
to exercise a strong influence on the town long after their

circulated announcing the robbery and giving a description
of the prisoner who was apprehended the following week.
At the time he had part of the money in his possession.
Despite John’s defence lawyer providing a strong case,
the jury retired for only a short time before announcing
their “Guilty” verdict. John was sentenced to seven years
transportation.
It wasn’t until January 1845 that John left London aboard
the Mount Stewart Elphinstone convict ship bound for

Rosser / Bright family led brass Band

John appeared to earn a living from the land, succumbing
to insolvency in 1862. He sold his Connewarre leasehold
and possessions in 1869. Winning the tender for the
East Duneed tollgate, and providing wood to the Geelong
Infirmary and Benevolent Asylum provided the extra income
enabling him to pay the final dividend to his creditors in
1869. Isabella contributed to their income when she could.
On one occasion she is reported to state that she raised
money by setting up a refreshment stall near the wreck of
the Sussex in 1871. She also obtained cloth from the wreck
which she later sold.
Tolls continued to be collected by John for several years later.
He began to acquire land through leasing and purchasing
from the government, all in the local Connewarre/Mount
Duneed

area

continuing

his

woodcutting

business

throughout this time. John became involved with the
community and was one of the signatures on the petition
for a school at Mount Duneed.
Throughout his time in the area John
generally kept out of trouble with the law.
They did cross paths over the years for
offences such as drinking while in charge of
a horse, holding on to property that wasn’t

defensive function had ceased. During the 1840s the

his, and ill treating his horses.

population of this town was about 5000 with glove making the

John died of bronchitis at his property in

major industry, and other industry included light engineering,
nail manufacture and textiles.

Paraparap on 6 October 1884 aged 58.

John Bright, a literate young man working as a printing
apprentice to Mr. Griffiths was found by his sister Mary to be
drunk in June 1843. She reported Samuel Jordan, landlord of
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The Victorian Electric Light
Company was formed in 1880
to light Melbourne’s Eastern
Market and the Athenaeum
Hall.

electricity
comes to Torquay
Part 1
EDITED BY cATHY sMITH
Reprinted from Geelong Advertiser (Vic : 1859 - 1929), Monday 17 December 1928, page 5

The small NSW town of
Tamworth, with a population
of around 3000, was the first
place in Australia to supply
electricity to the public at
large. Tamworth switched
on arc and incandescent
street lighting on the 9th of
November 1888.
The first place in Victoria to
get a town-wide supply of
electricity was Nhill, in 1891.

Museums Victoria Collections https://collections.museumvictoria.com.au/items/792147
Accessed 11 September 2019

Melbourne Electric Supply Company, the State Electricity
Commission, the Torquay Progress Association, the
Reserve Trust, other bodies, and the residents of the
township. Cr. G. A. Cameron presided, and apologised for
the absence of the Hon. H. F. Richardson. M.L.C, the Hon.
H. Hitchcock, M.L.C, and others.

interest at the bright electric globes. To them it meant the

Official "Switching-on" Residents Entertained at Dinner by

dawn of a new era of progress and comfort.

Shire President

The preliminary negotiations regarding the scheme to

Saturday, December 15, marked an event which will remain

supply Torquay with power was carried out by the State

in the memory of Torquay residents. On that day the
township was given its first experience of electric power.
Few events of more local importance have occurred, and it
was not surprising therefore that when Mrs. G. A. Cameron,
wife of the president of the South Barwon Shire Council,
released the switch which gave Torquay its power supply,
the instant flooding of bright coloured electric globes at
the Anderson Street transformer was greeted with shouts

Electricity Commission which authorised the Melbourne
Electric Supply Company to carry out the work. Torquay is,
therefore, an extension of the operations of the Geelong
branch of the Melbourne Electric Supply Company.
General satisfaction has been expressed that the work was
completed in sufficient time to give Torquay residents and
holiday-seekers the benefit of electric lighting for Christmas
time.

Mr. R. H. Meakin, engineer of the Geelong branch M.E.S.
Co after expressing his appreciation of the reception
accorded by their host (Cr. Cameron), said that whilst the
Melbourne Electric Supply Company could accept a certain
amount of credit for having completed the work in the few

SPEECHES AT THE DINNER

weeks at its disposal, the completion of the undertaking

In proposing the Loyal Toast, Cr. Cameron made reference

was only possible after the preliminary work had been

to the illness of His Majesty and expressed the hope of all
that he would soon recover and be long spared to reign

ELECTRICITY AT TORQUAY

capacity in any other part of the world.

over them. The toast was honoured with marked sincerity.
The toast of Parliament was honoured at the instance of Cr.
A. G. White. Cr. E. Blyth was entrusted with the toast of the
State Electricity Commission and the Melbourne Electric
Supply company. Referring to the advent of electric power
to the town, he said the Torquay Progress Association had
mainly been instrumental in getting the supply. As a shire
councillor for 20 years, he realised more and more what an
vital body the Torquay Progress Association was. There had
been a lot of hostile criticism levelled at the State Electricity
Commission in regard to its Yallourn undertaking, but in
the face of that opposition the Commission to-day had
at Yallourn, a wonderful undertaking, the ramifications of

carried out by the State Electricity Commission through its
District Superintendent (Mr. Hornbrook) and his officers.
It was this preliminary work that the scheme was made
financially possible, and those present would appreciate
the amount of work that the Commission's officers carried
out in designing the technical details and the financial
arrangements which was handed over to the M.E.S. when
it was authorised to proceed with the work. Mr. Meakin
said that while his company was really operating under the
mantle of the State Electricity Commission, the relationship
which existed between the company and the Commission
made it possible for the latter body to authorise the
company to make a supply of electricity available. That was
in keeping with Victoria's National Electricity Scheme which
made provision for rural electricity supplies throughout the

To celebrate the inauguration of the power to Torquay,

which extended into New South Wales, all over Victoria,

State where possible.

ceremony.

the president of the South Barwon Shire Council (Cr. G.

and to the borders of South Australia. The reason why the

The general public was now beginning to appreciate the

As the power was switched on, several street lamps and

A. Cameron), and Mrs. Cameron extended invitations to

Commission did not operate in Geelong was because the

many advantages to be derived from making full use of

representative men to a dinner, which was held at the

Melbourne Electric Supply Company could give an efficient

electricity in terms other than of electric light, and they were

Palace Hotel at 8.30 o'clock. This was attended by members

service to Geelong and the Western District. He believed

realising that in the home it eliminated the drudgery and

of the South Barwon Shire Council, representatives of the

the Geelong works were as efficient as any of a similar

made the many and varied tasks of the housewife lighter. In

of jubilation by the many residents who attended the

shops and houses nearby were flooded with light. Oil lamps
and candles gave way to electric power. It was indeed a
night of rejoicing. Little groups stood and gazed with a new
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that connection he directed householders' attention to the

for the wellbeing of the ratepayers whose servants

scheme, and at present it had 100 branches in the Western

the Country Roads Board to take over the road. Many

very many electric appliances which could be purchased

they voluntarily became in the office of councillor’s. The.

District. When compared with what as being done in New

more golfers from Melbourne, Ballarat and other parts of

and utilised at very cheap prices. Those who were there for

employees of the company, many of whom had been

Zealand and other parts, however, Victorians did not appear

Victoria would visit Torquay if a good road was provided.

holidays did not want to be bothered with domestic duties,

with the undertaking for a great many years, were also

to realise the true value of electric power. With regard to

He appealed to councillors to see what; they could do to

such as lighting fires, cleaning stoves, washing dishes, or

imbued with the same ideal, and it was that desire to give

the supply of power to Torquay, most of the Commission's

"better the road” which was a disgrace to them. Mr. R.

sweeping and cleaning. The company would be pleased to

service which made it possible for Mr. Brown, the mains

work had fallen on the shoulders of Mr. G. W. Scorgie,

Brown, secretary of the Cricket Club, said it was a red letter

give all information to consumers of the power regarding

superintendent, and his men to complete the work so

the Commission's officer-in-charge at Queenscliff for the

day for Torquay. Now that the town had electric light it

the many appliances available. The company hoped at

expeditiously and be the means of giving residents of

Bellarine Peninsula. Scorgie had with others succeeded in

would look to getting an efficient water supply next year

an early date to institute a hire-purchase system through

Torquay what they hoped would be a real Merry Christmas.

obtaining the necessary guarantees and he congratulated

from the Bellarine Scheme. Mr. Frank Davidson spoke on

which the more expensive articles could be purchased

In one direction it would be the brightest they had ever

the people of Torquay in having secured a power supply

behalf of local residents, and said those who had lived in the

under easy payment conditions.

had. The company was organising a special department

in such good time. Mr. G. W. Scorgie, who also responded

dark ages would realise the benefits which would accrue

The tariff in operation at Torquay was in keeping with that

which would not only be prepared to sell electrical

on behalf of the Commission, paid a tribute to the Torquay

from the establishment of the system. Messrs. Hornbrook

apparatus for the efficiency and comfort the home, but it

Progress Association. Messrs. Moron and Payne had been

and Scorgie had been assisted in an unofficial capacity

would, in the way of free service, take a continual interest

of great assistance to him in his work, and he hoped that

by several of the residents of Torquay. Mr. S. Crowe had

in that apparatus from the time it left the merchandising

Mr. Payne would continue to represent the Melbourne

done good work in Melbourne. All of their efforts combined

department as a registered article. The company felt proud

Electric Supply Company at Torquay.

to make the function which they were holding that night

The toast of Other Institutions was proposed by Cr. J. Black

possible, and the residents of Torquay fully appreciated

obtaining in Melbourne and Geelong, and had for its object
the "all electric home." There was no doubt that the time
was approaching when electricity would take its proper
place as a universal servant of the farmer, industrialist, and
by no means least, the housewife.
Victoria's modern and efficient electricity scheme already
supplied over 100 towns in the State, and Torquay could
now be added to the number. Residents would therefore

that it was able to enter so intimately into the homes of its
consumers. It was a great trust, and the company hoped
to make the household service it gave more valuable in
the future by the inauguration of a system of periodical
inspections of electrical installations with a view to their
being made and kept as efficient as possible. Speaking
on behalf of the State Electricity Commission, Mr. H. X.
Hornbrook, District Superintendent, Western District, said
the Commission made the preliminary investigations into
the scheme to give power to Torquay, but credit was due
to the Melbourne Electric Supply Company for completing
the work within the specified time. Cr. Blyth speaking in
regard to the Commission, had said the estimates had
been exceeded in giving supplies of power, but he (the
speaker) pointed out that in the original estimate, country

Assembling steam turbine, Geelong Power Station.
Victorian Collections/ Federation University Australia Historical
Collection (Geoffrey Blainey Research Centre)

supplies were not considered. The supply was extended
from the metropolis to the country as a result of the rural
requirements and a certain amount of political influence. It
was true that in the first few years of their operation, some

appreciate the fact that they were linked up with a Statewide undertaking.

of the schemes were not on a paying basis, but considerable
improvement had taken place, and the Western District
scheme was just beginning to pay. The bulk of the profit

Concluding, Mr. Meakin expressed his appreciation to

of the Commission was absorbed by the briquetting plant

the South Barwon Shire Council for its co-operation. It

at Yallourn, which should at that stage be regarded as an

had been a pleasure to work with the Council's officers,

experimental undertaking. Parliament had been asked to

Messrs. Nutting and McDonald, secretary and engineer

supply money to increase the briquetting plant, which it

respectively. Without the amicable relations which existed

was hoped to place on a paying basis. Yallourn was well

between the company and the Council, the satisfactory

worth a visit. It was interesting to note that a few months

fulfilment of the scheme would not have been possible.

ago at one of the large conferences on the other side of

Mr. T. I. Gurr, secretary of the Geelong branch, said there

the-world a paper was read by one of the Commission's

should be a natural affinity between municipal councillors
and such a great and vital public utility as the Melbourne
Electric Supply Company. The link which bound the two
bodies was that of service. Councillors and members of
progressive bodies gave much of their time and interest
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engineers, who detailed the treatment of the brown coal
at Yallourn. These treatment methods had been devised
and improved upon by the Commission's own engineers.
In regard to the merchandising of electrical apparatus,
the Commission was doing what it could to initiate such a

who complimented the people of Torquay upon such an
important event. His toast included the Torquay Progress
Association, the Torquay Reserve Trust, the Golf Club, and
the Cricket Club. Mr. T. F. Moran, president, responded
on behalf of the Progress Association. He outlined the
efforts of the Association to induce the State Electricity
Commission to extend power to Torquay. He said that
had it not been for the assistance given by councillors
and Messrs. Kelsall and Crowe, of the Palace Hotel, they
would not have had the power. Mr. E. J. Taylor, chairman
of the Reserve Trust, said they were living in one of the
most wonderful ages in the world's history. A great deal
had been done by machines, petrol and electricity and they
were on the eve of greater accomplishments.
Many years ago, Torquay came into existence as a result
of the Scammell wreck. The cause of the wreck had been
attributed to a bright light which had been suspended
outside the public-house door. The skipper of the Scammell
mistook the light and thought he was going through the

what had been done for them. It was indeed fortunate
that an engineer such as Mr. T. Brown had been in charge
of the work. He had the assistance of a fine body of men,
50 per cent, of whom were returned soldiers. Hard work
had resulted in the scheme being completed within the
specified time. On behalf of the residents, he tendered
to the chairman, members of the South Barton Shire
Council, The Melbourne Electric Supply Company, the State
Electricity Commission, and all responsible for the work,
their best thanks. Proposing the toast of the President of
the South Barwon Shire Council and Mrs. Cameron, Mr. E.
T. Drayton said they had in Cr. G. A. Cameron a man of
whom they could be justly proud. They were pleased to
see him in his second year of office. He trusted Cr. and Mrs.
Cameron would have an enjoyable Christmas and a happy
New Year. Cr. Cameron said he felt that the gathering that
evening would do a lot of good generally. They were all
particularly pleased to know that the electricity had been
supplied before Christmas.

(to be continued next edition)

Heads. Instead he went onto Point Danger. Even if they had
the power turned on, he thought they would need to have
torpedo nets around the coast to prevent the wrecks. He
hoped that in the near future Anglesea would link up with
the scheme. Torquay had gone ahead wonderfully, and
with the advent of electric power it would make still greater
progress. A new note was struck by Mr. J.Bowie, secretary
of the Golf Club. He said it they wanted people to go to
Torquay they should be provided with a good road from
Geelong. Certainly, the road had improved during recent
years, but it did not compare with the Barwon Heads Road.
Torquay possessed seaside golf links second to none, but
the bad state of the road, was their biggest difficulty. He
thought the South Barwon Shire Council should induce
| Page 27

torquay
post office
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JImages Davidson Collection I

As little townships grew up along the coast in the late 1800s
a mail service became a priority for residents. In December
of 1889, the Torquay Improvement Association requested
an extension of the postal service from Mt Duneed to
Spring Creek and a petition was drawn up for a Post Office.
The Palace Hotel was the “centre of town” and so it was
logical that the responsibility for the mail fell to the owner
James Follett. Mr Follet had what was called a loose bag
mail delivery. The Cobb and Co coach would carry the mail
and drop it at the Hotel, residents could collect their mail
three days a week. The population of the town was less
than 200 people so it was not a very large bag.
Five years later, in 1894, the loose bag mail was abandoned

horses tied to the rails and carts line up in the street.

campers presented him with a smokers outfit, as a mark

of Gilbert Street, with a gracious Norfolk Island pine by the

In 1913 a fire broke out in Payne’s store in the middle of

of esteem and in recognition of his many acts of kindness

front steps and several telephone boxes in front.

the night. Alfred, his wife, son and daughter barely had

during their stay. These were different times indeed!

time to snatch their clothes and escape. The Geelong

The Drayton’s sold their business by 1930 to Mr Harold

baby daughter Valerie first visited Torquay. They stayed in

Advertiser at the time reported that “almost the whole

Bray from Geelong West.

the camping ground with their extended family who had

In 1939 as war broke out in Europe, the summer crowds

been holidaying here for many years. Keith had served

town turned out and assisted in saving the outhouses”, but
the weatherboard buildings of the home and store were
completely burnt. The postal authorities were informed. Mr
Payne wasted no time in getting back to normal. He took
up temporary residence in a house opposite the destroyed
Post Office. Mechanics from the postal authorities arrived
to install a new phone station.

in Torquay swelled with more than just the usual holiday
makers when over 5000 men and officers from the 2nd
cavalry division arrived in Torquay for training. They were
stationed at Blackgate road.
This proved a problem for
the Post Office who were not

By 1922 the district Postal Inspector recommended a small

able to handle such a load. In

extension to the rebuilt store to serve as the Post Office.

keeping with Army policy, a

This involved some remodelling. The entrance to the Post

special Post Office was opened

In 1897, Mr Alfred Payne became Torquay first Postmaster

Office was moved to the side of the building, and a silencer

at the camp to provide facilities

when the Post Office moved to his general store in Gilbert

cabinet was installed in the Post Office so the Postmistress,

for the men. And so for a brief

Street. Which by then had become the heart of the little

Mr Payne’s daughter Daisy, could forward telegrams to the

time, Torquay had two Post

village.

city office without the public being able to hear what was

Offices.

There was only the one shop in Gilbert street at the time

passing.

and Mr Payne had a flourishing little business. He also had

The Drayton’s ran the Post Office during the early 1920s,

for a bigger Post Office to serve the town. Plans were drawn

the local booking agency for Cobb and Co. There was no

then as now, the town filled up with many visitors over the

up for a new Post Office. In May 1944 the Superintendent

home mail delivery and locals had to visit the store to pick

summer period keeping Mr Drayton busy. His services were

of Postal Services opened the new Post Office opposite the

up their mail, so it became quite a gathering place and

appreciated and as January drew to a close in 1926, the

original one in Pearl street. The new Postmaster was Mr Bill

old photos show locals chatting in front of the store with

Geelong Advertiser reported a group of holidaymakers and

Allen. The stylish new Post Office stood proudly at the top

and a non-official Post Office was established at the Hotel.
This resulted in the mail being delivered six days a week.

Page 28 |

After the war, a young Keith Davidson, his wife Connie and

in the war rising to the rank of Sergeant Major. He was
stationed at Murchison at the prisoner of war camps and
later in Alice Springs, supervising the transport of fuel to
Darwin. Like many returning soldiers, Keith was looking
to settle back into a more peaceful life post-war. Keith
enjoyed the hospitality of some locals in Torquay, and in
the course of that, met Bill Allen. They got chatting and one
thing led to another, before too long Keith had taken over
the Post Office Agency and in 1947 became Torquay’s next
Postmaster.

By the 1940s Torquay had grown, and requests were made
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Keith moved his family, wife Connie, her mother, and

out onto the street in front once the mail was sorted. Kay

lounge room became the sorting room, there was more

Valerie into the house at the rear of the Post Office and

remembers her father calling out “anyone from the ‘A’ box”

space and big tables were set up to make the job easier.

shortly after they welcomed a second daughter, Kaye.

he would read out the names and hands would go up, or

A home delivery service was introduced and Mick Piggott

a voice would call “yes” and the letter would be passed

and his horse and cart became our much loved local

through the crowd. This would continue right through the

postie. Mick would arrive early and do his sorting on one

alphabet. When he got to 'Z' he would start over. There was

of the tables then load up his cart and head off. Kaye

no upsetting his system and if you missed your name you

started working for her father in the summer holidays and

would have to wait patiently for it to come around again.

eventually started work full time in 1962. Kaye remembers

As the population of Torquay grew into the 1960s so did
the work of the postmaster. Keith would be up early to
go over to Bellbrae to pick up the mail from the bus and
bring it back to be sorted, placed in the Post Offices boxes

upgraded to an official Post Office, rather than a non official

All hands were on deck for the busy summer period. Connie
would be very busy on the switchboard booking calls for
holidaymakers from Ballarat and Melbourne. Extra staff
were needed to sort the mail and deliver telegrams. They
would be dispatched on their bikes delivering telegrams

a week for their mail and the Gilbert street shopkeepers

RSL and the Dawn Service on Anzac day. He was President

would call up daily for their parcels.

The of Torquay Improvement Association, supervised the
Annual Red Cross calling in March, and served on the
Community Health Board. He was a prime mover in the
establishment of the Torquay Senior Citizens.

and Keith was always up for a chat. He formed wonderful

Keith called time on his role as the old Postmaster and

friendships with Frank Mc Cann and Tommy Hancock, Col

retired to the Esplanade.

Troy and especially Dubby Davis who would stand by the

But not from his community, as he was a familiar sight

fire and tell jokes

around town driving the senior citizens bus for many years.

When young Peter Troy set off on his adventures around

Older residents today love to reminisce about the charm of

the world, he wrote letters home to his parent from

the old Post Office and love to recall the postie in his horse

farflung corners of the earth. Col would call in at the Post

and cart. For many, it doesn’t seem all that long ago.

Office to collect them and after reading them, would share

Our Postmaster and our horse and cart Postie were part of

them with the Post Office staff. Everyone shared in Peters
adventures.

around town. The holidaymakers were always keen to get

Keith moved his family to live on the Esplanade in 1959.

their mail and people would fill the Post Office then spill

This freed up some space at the Post Office. The former
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the corner of Pearl and Bristol road.
Keith was a great Torquay person. He was involved at the

winter. No wonder the callers did not mind lingering a while

without pay.

one and plans were made for a bigger newer building on

place for the locals. Farmers would call in several times

counter and big open fire, which was always blazing in

the switchboard, and did the telegrams and banking - all

empty street.

counter.

The old Post Office had a real charm with its deep wooden

able to help Keith. She manned the front counter, worked

many hours looking out the front door down the nearly
By the 1980s a move was afoot to have the Post Office

still a hive of activity in the winter and was the gathering

While her mother helped look after the girls, Connie was

back on the beach. The winters were slow and she spent

for collection, or into the wall of pigeonholes behind the
While the Post Office was very busy in the summer it was

It was a family effort at the Post Office in those days.

delivering telegrams on her bike and wishing she could be

the fabric of out little town in the 50s and 60s, and thinking
about them brings a smile to many faces.
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LIVING ON THE
ROAD

ALEXANDER BUTLER
Alexander Edward, eldest child of Alexander Bishop and Charlotte Selina (née Mortimer) Butler was
born on 12 July 1828 in London. He arrived in Tasmania with his family in 1837. He arrived in Victoria
in the early 1850s. He married Eliza, daughter of Elias Helyar on 8 April in1852 in Melbourne. They had
the following children:

Contributed by Gwen Threlfall

•

Selina Mortimer — born on 6 January 1854, died aged 8 months

•

Eliza Selina — born in 1854

•

Charles Edward — born in 1857, died the same year at Boroondara

•

Annie Mortimer — born on 27 June 1862 at Glenlee farm at Jan Juc (Bellbrae)

•

Edward William Alfred — born on 14 February 1864 at Glenlee farm, married Jessie Hilda
Burke in 1886 in Melbourne, married Lilian Blanche McLean on 29 December 1897 at 65

Mt. Duneed History Group

Fitzroy Street, Surrey Hills

A subgroup of the Mount Duneed Progress Association
History meetings are at 7:30 pm on the second Thursday of the
months of February, March, May, August, October and November.

•

Charles Spilsbury — born on 18 August 1865 at Glenlee farm, died in 1876

•

Hubert Philip — born on 17 December 1866 at Glenlee farm

•

Frederick Alexander — born on 9 February 1870 at Belgrove Cottage in Hull Street in
Richmond

http://mdpa.weebly.com/blog

•

Charlotte — born on 20 April 1873 at Belgrove Cottage, died the same year

•

Percy Cedric — born on 27 September 1874 at Belgrove Cottage

By 1858 he had taken up a selection at Jan Juc (now Bellbrae). His brother-in-law, George Helyer, had
acquired 152 acres to the east the previous year. George married Charlotte Ann Hockey. Both Alex
and George played cricket for Jan Juc. Both were appointed trustees of the Jan Juc Cemetery in 1864,
together with Joseph Gundry, Andrew Edwards and John Woods. In 1866 Alex stood as a contestant
against David Hill Dow to became a Barrabool Shire councillor. He served from 1866 until 1867. He had
contested the election the previous year against Dr Richard Heath of Mount Duneed, William Bell of Jan
Juc and John McKenzie of Freshwater Creek but was unsuccessful.
Alexander Butler purchased Glenlee
Farm, which consisted of 323 acres

In 1868 Alexander started working for the City of Richmond. In 1892 he resigned as treasurer of the city.
He moved to Sydney in 1893 and established the firm of Butler & Sons which he carried on until his

south of the township of Bellbrae on

death.

16 March 1858. His brother-in-law

Alex died aged 71 of liver cancer on 18 December 1899 at his home, 9 Glenmore Road, Paddington. He

had purchased allotment 12 in 1857.

was buried at Waverley cemetery the following day. He was survived by his widow, four sons and two
daughters.

George Butler owned 125½ acres
at Bellbrae to the east of his sister,
Eliza Butler.
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Sources:
- Geelong Advertiser 16 August 1861, 11 August 1866
- Obituary from The Sydney Mail and New South Advertiser 25 November 1899
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GEORGE HELYAR

George owned 125½ acres at Bellbrae to the east of his sister, Eliza Butler

George, son of Elias and Martha (née Doling) Helyar was born on 28 November 1828 at Yeovil, Somerset,
England. He came to Australia in 1840 on the Ferguson with his parents and siblings.
He was initially employed as a butcher, a trade he pursued later in his life. He spent time during the gold
rush buying gold from miners and carting it to Melbourne by horse and dray.
He married Charlotte Ann Hockey on 19 July 1855 in Geelong. He took up a selection at Jan Juc (Bellbrae)
on 1 October 1857 which he kept until 1875. Although some of the children's births were registered at

EVERY PICTURE
TELLS A STORY

Mount Duneed, they were probably born at Jan Juc (Bellbrae). Their children were as follows:
•

Emily — born in 1857 at Geelong, died the same year aged 8 months

•

William — born on 5 September 1858 at Jan Juc (Bellbrae), married Emily Tylee on 12
September 1888 at Geelong, died on 4 December 1946 aged 88 at Nannup in Western
Australia

•

Henry Richard — born in 1859, married Isabella Caroline (Carrie) Cracknell on 18 October
1893, died on 14 March 1947 at West Wyalong New South Wales

•

Charlotte Ellen (Nell) — born on 27 June 1862 at Jan Juc, died in September 1953 aged 91

WHEN THE MAIL CAME BY
HORSE AND CART

at Belgrave
•

Charles Edward — born on 12 February 1864 at Ashby, married Florence Perkins in 1897,
died on 27 March 1924 aged 60 years at Rainbow

•

Alfred Elias — born 20 April 1865 at Geelong, married Agnes Emily Wickens in 1913, died
in 1954 at Glenhuntly

•

Eliza Ann — born on 14 March 1867 at Mount Duneed, died on 20 December 1886 aged
19 at Minyip

•

Sarah Martha — born on 4 January 1869 at Mount Duneed, died on 28 August 1951 aged
82 at Camberwell East

•

Evelyn Lily — born on 29 August 1870 at Duneed, died in September 1953 aged 83 at
Belgrave

•

Amelia — born on 9 October 1872 at Mount Duneed, died on 28 September 1972 aged 99
years and 11 months at Parkville, cremated at Fawkner Crematorium

•
•

Laura Emily — born on 30 Marth 1874, married Francis Austin John Barnes on 2 October
1901, died in 1973 aged 99 years at Rainbow

Mick Pigott was a much loved Torquay postie in the 60s and 70s.

Frederick Ernest — born on 15 March 1878 at Murtoa, married Catherine Elizabeth (Daisy)

Mick, with his horse Judy delivered the mail in a little wooden cart. Mick and Judy could be heard
clip clopping along Fischer Street in the early morning, as he made his way to work. More often
than not, a couple of local kids would hitch a ride and Mick would drop them at the school in Bristol
Road.

Cornell on 1 September 1908 at St Kilda, died in August 1955 aged 77 years
•

Herbert Allan — born on 20 December 1879 at Murtoa, died on 22 January 1956 aged 76
years at Sydney

•

John Albert Royal — born on 4 December 1881 at Murtoa, married Gertrude Evelyn Murphy
on 30 June 1916 at the presbytery at St Arnaud, married Winifred Harris in 1946, died in
1967 aged 85 years at Mitcham

George and his brother-in-law, Alexander Edward Butler, played cricket for Jan Juc. They were both
trustees of the Jan Juc Cemetery. George died on 30 July 1915 at the Benevolent Asylum at Cheltenham
aged 88 years. He was buried at the Brighton Cemetery. Charlotte died on 28 September 1925 at
Murrumbeena aged 84 years.

Sources:
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Mick would arrive early at the Post Office and start sorting the mail. His wife Kitty had also served
as the town’s postie when she took over from Mrs Johanson delivering the letters on her Malvern
star bike in the 60s. Although the population was small in those days, about 600 people, the postie
was kept busy with the normal twice a day delivery. When Mick took over, Kitty would often go with
him in the mornings and help with the sorting.
Mick would set off with the mail and Judy knew the route so well she knew when to go and when
to stop. And would wait patiently as Mick crisscrossed the street delivering the letters and chatting
with the locals who often waited at the gate for him. If the kids were lucky he would finish just as the
afternoon school bell rang and they could get a ride home. Judy would be rewarded with a carrot.

- The Age 27 October 1864

Do you have a favourite image you would like to share with our readers? We would love to hear from you.

- Geelong Advertiser 20 January 1875

Email a high quality scan and the history behind the picture to tmuseumwithoutwalls@gmail.com and we

- Wyalong Advocate and Mining, Agricultural and Pastoral Gazette

will publish it here. If you don’t have a scanner, let us know and we will visit with a scanner to help you.
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