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A place that defines the essence 
of the Torquay region: its people, 
places and achievements during 
its rich past. A destination that 
serves to bridge the past to present 
by using digital history as a tool, 
offering relevant, educational and 
entertaining experiences that inspire 
discovery and connections.

Torquay Museum Without Walls 
enriches and engages the local 
and wider community through 
preservation and dissemination of 
the unique historical stories of our 
area. We do this using an online 
digital platform which is open all 
hours, globally.
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TORQUAY MUSEUM 
WITHOUT WALLS

The age of digital technology has enhanced the 
way history can be recorded and experienced.  
Throughout the world virtual museums now 

provide global access to stories, places and events 
that celebrate the past.  Museums 
without Walls has become a popular 
term for organisations that focus 
on imparting historical information 
outside the traditional structure of a 
fixed building.   Such museums offer 
the community the opportunity to live, 
hear and enjoy history twenty-four 
hours a day by providing access to 
podcasts, oral histories, photography, 
written stories, walking tours and 
special events.

Torquay local historians Chris Barr and Cheryl 
Baulch have used the Museum without Walls 
concept to capture and share the history of the 

Torquay region.  Torquay Museum Without Walls Inc 
was established as an incorporated 
association in September 2015, with 
a vision to be a place that defines the 
essence of the Torquay district - people, 
places and achievements during its rich 
past. It will bridge the past to present 
by using digital history as a tool offering 
relevant, educational and entertaining 
experiences that inspire discovery and 
connections.

It is the museum of the future, where landmarks, 
stories, digital images and social media will integrate 
to provide accurate, accessible, anywhere and anytime 

access to history of the area.

CONVER-

SATIONS
STORIES

HISTORY 
THEN

HISTORY 
NOW

www.torquayhistory.com www.torquayhistory.com

Research, ask questions, 
learn......a place to find and hear 
information about Torquay

Torquay Museum Without Walls 
will enrich and engage the local 
and wider community through 

the preservation and dissemination 
of the unique historical stories of our 
area using an online digital platform 
which is open all hours, globally. 
This will be done through recording 
and posting oral histories, creating 
photograph archives, indexing local 
histories and stories, documenting 
different facets of Torquay district 
history and providing access to 
local history through the use of a 
range of technologies.

Fellow researchers, bloggers, 
and website fans will be invited 
to give feedback to ensure that 

the association meets the needs 
of those who cannot easily access 
local history information. Members 
of the community will be given 
opportunities to provide their own 
stories, particularly through oral 
histories and the sharing of family 
records and artefacts.

In the early stages of development, 
the website and other forms 
of social media will be the 

principal focus.  This work will be 
complemented by a series of public 

‘Conversations with History’ events 
which will be video-recorded and 
placed on the website.  A little 
further down the track Torquay 
Museum Without Walls will prepare 
audio walking tours of the area, 
enhanced by excerpts of oral 

histories that have been collected. 

Torquay Museum Without Walls 
offers a platform for all local 
history groups in the region.  

The website will provide links 
to other sites, and collaborative 
ventures will be encouraged. There 
will also be links to other useful 
research organisations, and reports 
will be published from time to time.

Much of the research work 
and web development is 
carried out by volunteers, 

but funding is required for items 
such as travel costs, materials and 
equipment.  Basic establishment 
costs have been generously covered 
by grants from Surf Coast Shire 
Council and Torquay Community 
Enterprise. It is anticipated that 
grant applications will be an 
important ongoing task for the 
museum’s administration.   

THE 
CONCEPT

NEW HISTORY 
CONCEPT LAUNCHED 

THIS WEEK

JCHRIS BARRI

WHERE THE PAST 
MEETS THE PRESENT
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˝RETURNING TO FORMER 
GLORY˝

SEA VIEW VILLA
Located at 4 Anderson Street, the grand lady of Torquay, 
'Sea View Villa' has been sitting waiting for someone to 
give her some love and a facelift for quite a while.

Charles Henry Smith, manager at Clyde Works 
Woolscourers at Breakwater, later owning his own 
business CH Smith & Sons, Woolscourers and Fellmongery 
built the house around 1894/5.  

'Sea View Villa' may have been designed by the prolific 
Geelong architects, Laird and Barlow, who had a close 
friendship with the original owner. 

‘Sea View Villa’ has long associations with the Smith Family, 
who owned the property until 1966. During that time, 
members of the family served the Geelong and Torquay 
community in various capacities. Although altered, 
the dwelling is a rare surviving local example of late 
Victorian styled 19th century timber seaside residence 
with a viewing tower.   Source: Farmland, Forest & Surf: 
Environmental History, Surf Coast Shire Heritage Study 
Stage 2B (2009) 

Built in 1894 on the 

corner of Pride and 

Anderson Streets, 

the house has been 

unoccupied for over 

ten years.

In an interview with Robin Seymour, 
great granddaughter of Charles Henry 
Smith, she confirmed the house 
being built in 1894 and described 
how she would love to go up to the 
tower and look around on her visits. 
There was a wide bench that was 
able to accommodate a mattress. 
Her father would sleep on the bench 
when they visited. Robin recounted 
that on entering the house there was 
a sitting room which led you through 
to the kitchen. On the left hand side 
were the bedrooms. The walls were 
lined with stained wood. Out the 
back was an old blue stone stable 
which was used for dining – an old 
pool table top would be turned over 
to become a dining table making the 
room look very smart. 

Ross Illingworth, the great-great 
grandson of Charles Henry & Mary 
Smith explains that one of their sons, 
Cr William Herbert Smith, (born 30 
June 1885) my great grandfather, 
was the owner of 'Sea View Villa' 
after the death of Charles Henry in 
1908 until his death in 1940. W H 
Smith, was elected to the committee 
of the Geelong Hospital in 1930, 
Chairman of the House and Finance 
Committee. He was educated at 
Geelong College, President of The 
Geelong and Western District 

Protestant Orphanage during 
1934-35, member of the Geelong 
City Council, special magistrate 
of the Children's Court, Chairman 
of the Torquay Public Reserves 
Committee, a member of the Torquay 
Improvement Association (TIA) and 
appointed to the advisory board of 
The Ballarat Trustees Executors & 
Agency Company limited. He died 
suddenly in 1940 with a heart attack 
at “Clyde” in Skene Street Newtown.

He and his wife, Mrs Edith Mary Smith 
built "Clyde" as their family home in 
Skene Street, just a few doors down 
from “Edgecumbe”, grandmother 
Smith’s family home.  Cr W H Smith 
was representative of the Villamanta 
Ward on the Geelong City Council. 
His name appears on the foundation 
stone of City Hall. "Clyde" appeared 

The house was moved closer to the 
corner in 2012.

ALL WRAPED UP

Photo and cover photo by John 
Walker
www.johnwalker images.com

in 'Vogue Living' as a feature home. 
They had three daughters, Marjory, 
Leslie and Jean. On the death of 
William Herbert Smith, there was a 
“lottery” amongst family members 
to who would get the main house 
or a block of land next door. My 
grandmother, Marjory Illingworth 
[nee Smith] “won” the lottery and was 
given 'Sea View Villa'. This was sold in 
1966 ending a long association with 
the property.

For many years now 'Sea View Villa' 
has sat idle and neglected. The new 
owners are working hard to bring life 
back to the grand old lady as they 
work with Council in formulating the 
plans.   
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SMITH  FAMILY
Henry Smith, his wife and seven year old son Charles Henry arrived in 

Geelong from England in 1852. Henry opened a business as a cabinet 
maker in Ryrie Street, Geelong, where he lived and prospered until 1882, 
when both he and his wife passed away.

Charles Henry, attended St. Paul’s school in West Geelong and early in life 
displayed evidence of an ability which was destined to place him in the 

forefront of local industry later in life. Charles Henry showed his engineering 
skills early, he was an engine-driver for Alfred Douglas at his wool scouring 
works “Barwonside”, where he remained until he was twenty nine. 

In 1867 Charles Henry married Mary Danger (Mt. Duneed) who had also 
come out from England in 1852 with her parents on the ship “Sir Robert 

Sale”. In 1874 Charles Henry was appointed Manager of the Strachan, Murray 
and Shannon’s “Clyde” wool scouring and fellmongery works. On November 
9th architects were calling for tenders for the proposed pulling shop, sweat 
rooms and drains, etc. In January three years later they were calling for the 
erection of a tannery. 

At the Centennial International Exhibition held at 
Melbourne in late 1888, Strachan, Murray and 

Shannon entered scoured wool in six sections that had 
been scoured by their 'Clyde' fellmongery, using a new 
patented scouring machine invented by Charles Smith, 
the Manager. They were awarded 1st prize in all six 
sections entered.

Charles continued in his role as manager until a 
disastrous fire broke out at the Clyde Co. on 5th  

August 1900, that resulted in its complete destruction. 
Attempts by the fire brigade were frustrated by a very 
poor water supply and strong winds, but had the water 
pressure been better the building could probably have 
been saved. Sheets of red hot iron were hurled through 
the air by strong winds and the destruction of Munday’s 
tannery next door was expected any minute because of 
the extreme heat. It was only a sudden heavy downpour 
of rain and the dropping of the wind that saved it. Three 
hours later only the chimney stack of the Clyde Co. 
remained standing. Over 60 men were thrown out of 
work as the result of the fire. 

In May 1901 Charles Shannon, one of the owners of the 
destroyed ‘Clyde’, said the Factory Act where wages went 

up 40%  had been an important factor which resulted in 
them not rebuilding.  The following year the 'Clyde' was 
sold. Charles Smith bought the property with his four 
sons and rebuilt the 'Clyde' in 1903. 

In 1908 Charles Henry Smith died in his 62nd year at 
‘Edgecumbe’.

On the death of their father, the four sons carried on 
the business of the “Clyde” works, but around 1915 

Albert Victor was compelled to retire for health reasons, 
and William Herbert also retired in 1928, thus leaving the 
control of business in the hands of the eldest son, Charles 
Henry Smith and his brother Ernest Edward Smith.  

More information at www.torquayhistory.com

MARY SMITH

PHILANTHROPIST
 

My great, great grandmother, Mary Smith (Born 1846 
Died 1940). was one of Geelong earliest pioneers 
(arrived in Geelong at Point Henry on sailing ship 
"The Sir Robert Sale" in 1852, aged six). She was 
stranded off Point Henry for days because the crew 
deserted to join the gold rush and eventually waded 
ashore on the shoulders of a sailor at low tide. She 
took a great interest in the district and the City and 
was a generous philanthropist.  (Ross Illingworth)

1940
survived fire
 
On “Black Friday” 13 January 1939, Cr William Smith 
sent over 100 workers and contractors from the 'Clyde 
Works' on trucks with buckets and sacks to fight the 
fire at Torquay. Chains of men stretched from the sea 
at the front beach, passing buckets of sea water to 
wet the sacks to protect fire threatening the township. 
The fire front got within a street of 'Sea View Villa' with 
many of the original homes lost. Anderson Street was 
one of the worst affected areas.

This makes Sea View Villa even more important.

 (Ross Illingworth)

THE SMITH 
FAMILY 
AT 90TH 
CELEBRATIONS 

photo courtesy of  Robin Seymour Mary Smith the center of the photograph of the Smith family on her 
90TH BIRTHDAY, 1936 , outside her home “Edgecumbe”.
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TORQUAY
     PIONEERS PART 1

Torquay was named in 1892, though this was not officially 
gazetted until 13 February 1952. Prior to that it was the 
township of Puebla, also known as Spring Creek in the Parish 
of Puebla, County Grant.

1835

1836

1840

1866

1886

The Torquay district is part of the area where the Wathaurong tribe lived. They 
gathered for ceremonies, celebrations and trade. These were important social 
gatherings where political and family alliances were reinforced and grievances 
addressed. With the arrival of Europeans, the Torquay district soon became a 
new type of meeting place, dominated by the settlers and their interests. The 
settlers were attracted by the rich pastures and the ocean, many of the same 
sites that Aboriginal settlers had long inhabited. Competing with white settlers 
for land and food caused hardship, illness and conflict resulting in the decline 
of the number of Wathaurong people. 

The charge to settle Port Philip was led by businessmen from Van Diemen's 
Land (Tasmania), including John Batman, his partner John Wedge and rival 
John Pascoe Fawkner. They arrived in 1835 with limited supplies but unlimited 
enthusiasm for making money. Geelong was established not long after with 
more squatters arriving, landing their stock at what became Williamstown or at 
Indented Head, but from 1836 increasingly at Point Henry. 

Prior to 1855, the lands of Australia were held to be the property of the Crown, 
as represented by His Majesty’s Government in London. Occupation of them, 
except by purchase or free grant was not authorised. Legislation was introduced 
placing the “squatters” under the control of Commissioners of Crown Lands. An 
annual fee of £10 for each licensed run was charged irrespective of the size 
of the run. The legislation and its enforcement varied over time until 1846, 
when squatters possessed the right to lease for fourteen years the land they 
occupied. Others couldn’t purchase any part of that lease. At the end of the 

lease those occupying licensed runs had the right of pre-
emptive purchase - the right to buy a square mile (640 
acres) for one pound per acre. 

Some of the original Geelong land holders began to look 
around to increase their holdings and looked south. 
Alexander Thomson, Geelong’s first settler, encouraged 
German settlers, Lutherans from Prussia to emigrate. 
Ten families arrived in 1848, each was allotted an acre 
of land. They were vine-dressers and in time became 
vignerons and market gardeners at Germantown. Other 
German migrants arrived in later years, initially settling 
in Germantown (Grovedale), then moving to areas like 
Connewarre, Spring Creek, Freshwater Creek and Jan Juc.

The settlement originally known as Spring Creek initially 
formed part of Spring Creek or Springs Station Tooyoung-
e-warre, owned by Henry Tait from 1841-42. He later also 
purchased Connewarre Lakes Station in 18491, his milking 
shed still standing today on the site.

Other early settlers included:

•	 Elias Harding held the Mt. Pleasant run from 1840

•	 John Goodall, selected a farm on Spring Creek called 
Iron Bark Forest in 1843 in partnership with William Elton. 

•	 Joseph Gundry purchased Ironbark Forest and Pollock’s 
Plains in 1844

•	 Robert Zealley purchased South Beach Run in 1851, 
after running the pastoral license at Pullemere or Bullen 
Merri in 1848.

The large blocks, sold in the 1840s and 50s to a small 
number of pastoralists, were split into smaller allotments 
suitable for farm properties in the 1860s. Part of Joseph 
Gundry’s pre-emptive right at Bellbrae was taken up by 
William Bell around 1864. The large blocks, sold in the 
1840s and 50s to a small number of pastoralists, were 
split into smaller allotments suitable for farm properties 
in the 1860s. Part of Joseph Gundry’s pre-emptive right 
at Bellbrae was taken up by William Bell around 1864.  
Addiscot Homestead was built in the late 1800’s as the 
cottage of Lieutenant Edward Brown Addis, an early Crown 
Lands Commissioner and surveyor. By 1899 the land had 
been acquired by D. Cyril Lewis who then sold the property 
to John Calvert Bell (there is uncertainty with the kinship 
to William Bell) in April 1905. Bell carried out extensive 
renovations in 1910. 

Addiscot Homestead still stands today.

.
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The first land sales were held at Henry Bannister’s Auction 
Mart, Geelong on September 14, 1886. Early land buyers 
included James Follett, Andrew White, A.G. White, Pearson, 
Harry Rudd, Felix Rosser, J.W. Taylor and his brother, H. 
Taylor, and particularly John Longville Price who owned 
several allotments. House building within the township 
subdivision began soon after the sales were formalised, 
including Harry Rudd's corrugated iron house and the 
Taylor brothers' pre-cut two-roomed shacks. In 1888, 
James Follett opened his Pioneer Coffee Palace in Bell 
Street (opposite the camping ground), which had been 
designed by the Geelong architect, Joseph Watts.  Others 
whose name became associated with the establishment 
of the Torquay township included Richard Parker, Edward 
Pearson, James Munday, William Bell and William Pride.

By the mid 1860s, Section 65 in the Spring Creek area had 
been subdivided into 25 allotments. The largest landholder 
was J. Follett, with 86 acres in the northern portion, the 
remaining smaller lots immediately south of Follett's land 
had been acquired by T. Frivett, A.G. White, James Noble 
and F.E. Gilbert.  Until this time, the settlement of Spring 
Creek was largely an agricultural area also known as an 
ideal fishing location. Spring Creek was regularly visited 
by fishermen and picnickers from Geelong. Felix Rosser 
fished at Zealley Bay and built a hut near the present 
Bowling Green. 

Due to the urging of Harry Rudd, a regular weekend 
fisherman, a survey was undertaken of the land south 
of the allotments sold in the 1860s for a township to be 
known as Puebla, after the Parish within which the area 
was situated. The survey included the land stretching from 
Anderson Street to the recreation reserve at the mouth of 
Spring Creek and eastwards towards the foreshore. This 
township of Puebla was gazetted on 1 May 1885. 

Lower end of Anderson Street in the 1890's looking across the 
Front Beach to Point Danger.    Source: Reid J & Hawthorne I (1988) 
Geelong & District : A Sepia Album of Historic Photographs in Sepia

House in view owned by William Pride, his second house, known as 
'Scammell' house, is out of view.

Images from top left:  C.D. Hannam (Deans Marsh); C. Keith (Freshwater Creek); C.E. Batson (Winchelsea); H. Rosser (Torquay); J.A. 
McDonald (Connewarre); H.W. Rigall (Anglesea); A. Abercrombie (Mt. Duneed); L. Hunter (Wurdale); H.G. Green (Connewarre); 
G.H. Donohue (Pettavel); S. Donaldson (Winch); F.W. Bubb (Mt. Duneed); C.H. Gogoll (Mt. Duneed); W.G. Evans (Anglesea); E.M. 
Mousley (Deans Marsh); M. Tilton (Winch); J.A. Wilson (Torquay); A.V. Deeble (Mt. Duneed); R.H. Hawse (Freshwater Creek); H.J. 
Carmichael (Feshwater Creek)
Source:  www.togethertheyserved.com

TOGETHER

THEY SERVED
Seminar looking at the life on the home front through personal stories and 

explores the pride, sorrow, passion, wonder and joy experienced by those far 
from the battlefields.

Presenters Bart Ziino, Deakin University & Cheryl Baulch, Torquay Museum Without 
Walls

Seminar / Conversation:   April 18,  10:30 am
Lions Village.  12-16 Kooringa Place, Torquay
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By the end of the Gallipoli campaign 216 men from the 
Surf Coast Shire had embarked overseas, most seeing 
some action at Gallipoli. During that campaign 25 men 
from the Surf Coast Shire had died as a result of the 
war, and ten men had returned home due to illness. The 
remaining men were evacuated to Egypt to prepare for 
the next campaign.

During the spring of 1916 the battle for Europe in the 
fields of France and Flanders continued. The German 
advance was bogged down in a bloody, muddy slog 
along a line from Switzerland to the Belgian coast – the 
800km Western Front. Another 238 men from the Shire 
embarked to enter this bloody conflict. They had enlisted 
across different services - Airforce, AIF, Navy, Nursing; 
as well as different countries - East Africa, England, New 
Zealand and Australia.

On the Western Front, the largest theatre of conflict in 
1916, the ill-conceived plans again saw unsupported 
Australians exposed and outflanked by their enemy 
resulting in tragic loss of life. At Fromelles on 19  July 1916 
more than 5500 men were lost, including 400 who were 
forced to surrender. 

During other battles across the Somme in 1916 24 men 
from the Shire lost their lives, another 31 were seriously 
wounded, 31 gassed, 2 were taken prisoner (dying in 
captivity) and countless other had fallen ill.

Women were excluded from enlisting and embarking 
overseas for military service. Only single, female nurses 
served overseas. The nine nurses from the Shire served 
across many theatres of the war, covering Gallipoli, the 
Western Front, Sinai, Egypt, India and troop ships carrying 
wounded soldiers back home. 

On the home front families were desperate for news 
of their loved ones in a distant land. With slow mail, 
this information was often only provided in the local 
newspaper, unless it was the dreaded telegram.

Food prices were high, morale-building and fundraising 
efforts were often done in schools. Red Cross auxiliaries 
made home comforts to send to the troops. However 
the  growing casualty list and conscription debate created 
further tensions at home. The number of recruits began 
falling after 1916. The recruitment campaigns intensified  
with the expectation that every single eligible man should 
enlist, creating further tension. Fear of the 'Enemy Within' 
turned Australians against their German neighbours. Local 
Germans (the Kurtz, Forster, Schriver, Boehm, Gready, 
Grossman, Winkler, Harma, Klemke, Rau, Pohl, Rossack, 
Schulze, Paulke, Paech, Adolf, Forster, Kurzman, Leibhardt, 
Petschel, Pohlner, Jorgensen, Schmidt, Hartwich, Winter 
and Seiffert families) were taken to court for disloyalty, 
even those who had sons fighting in the AIF.   

INTERRUPTED 
LIVES

HENRY 
HAIG 
STORRER

ELIZABETH 
(LILA) 
HUNTER

Henry, the son of H.J.H Storrer, member of the Torquay 
Improvement Association, was working as a shipping 
clerk/manager at Mota Garage while in his final year at 
the Victorian Institute of Accountants when he enlisted 
on 15th November 1915, five months after his brother 
had been killed at Gallipoli. He had prior experience in 
the military through his commissioned service in the 8th 
Australian Garrison Artillery. Henry was assigned to the 
2nd Squadron, Australian Flying Corps at Laverton and 
embarked for overseas service from Melbourne aboard 
HMAT Ulysses on 25th October 1916. Having applied to 
be a commissioned officer in the Australian Flying Corps 
and the application granted on 1 October to the rank of 
Lieutenant, Henry arrived at Plymouth on 28th December 
1916.

Matron Elizabeth Hunter, M.B.E known as Lila, died at the 
age of 74 in the Waverley War Memorial Hospital in Sydney 
where she had been administrator for many years. 
Lila was one of thirteen children born to Thomas and 
Catherine Hunter, farmers at Wurdale. After her training 
at Geelong Hospital she was a nurse at the Royal Women’s 
Hospital, Melbourne before being a director of hospitals at 
Corowa, Honolulu and the US.
When the war broke out two of her brothers and her 
brother-in-law, Luke Monkovitch (KIA) joined the AIF. Lila 
went to England and joined the Queen Alesandra’s Imperial 
Military Nursing Service Reserve (QAIMNSR) on 6th June 
1915, where she was appointed Matron at Hawarden 
Castle, a hospital for English officers. From there she 
took to the field as a Red Cross Matron in France, Malta, 
and Germany where she evacuated wounded German 

prisoners.
After the war she came home and in 1920, became the 
first Matron of the first Methodist Hospital in NSW even 
though she was an Anglican. Offers from Geelong Hospital 
and other attractive positions in Victoria couldn’t sway 
her to return home. She stayed with the hospital which 
became known as the Waverley War Memorial Hospital for 
24 years before her retirement, building the hospital from 
a small 19 bed facility to a 130 bed hospital. Lila received 
the M.B.E. for her services to the nursing profession in the 
1941 King’s Birthday Honours. After her retirement she 
maintained her interest in nursing as a member of the 
A.T.N.A executive. Just prior to her passing the doctors 
of the hospital commissioned her portrait, a canvas oil 
painting, by the well-known artist Joshua Smith; which was 
entered into the 1948 Archibald Prize.

The following week Henry transferred to Carlton for higher 
instruction in Aviation re-joining his unit on 24th March 
1917. Another course of instruction was undertaken at 
22nd Squadron, Harlaxton. This was immediately followed 
by attendance at the serial gunnery school Turnbeery and 
wireless/observers school Brooklands. Finally arriving back 
at his unit in July, upon which he was promoted to Captain, 
then graded as Flight Commander in August. Henry arrived 
in France on 25th August attached to the 69th Squadron. 
Then on 2nd December 1917 Henry died as a result of 
a freak twist of fate. Henry and his observer (Lt. William 
Scott) had just taken off and turned to avoid a line of trees, 
when a sudden squall turned the plane upside down and 
brought it down onto the stone wall of Bailleul Cemetery. 
The two airmen were buried side-by-side in the cemetery.
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HAROLD 
GEORGE 
BELL

REUBEN 
VICTOR 
WALLACE

Harold George Bell, known as ‘Sonny’. He was the only 
son of John Calvert Bell from whom Bellbrae takes its 
name.
Sonny left his station overseer work and embarked for 
France 100 years ago. He proceeded to the Western 
Front with the 23rd Field Artillery Brigade before being 
attached to the 111th Howitzer Battery (4th Division). 
On April 11, 1917 the division assaulted the Hindenburg 
Line in the First Battle of Bullecourt. The battle was a 
disaster and 1170 Australian prisoners were taken by the 
Germans. They then participated in the Battle of Messines 
and the Battle of Polygon Wood. While at Zillebeke, the 
unit experienced heavy rains, forming a ‘sea of mud’, 
further exhausting already tired men and horses. While 

continuing to repel the German advances, with hostile 
artillery active on all roads and battery positions, Harold 
was killed in action on October 8. He was in a forward 
gun position along Menin Road taking ammunition up to 
the guns and while going up, was wounded with a piece 
of shell. He stopped, had his wounds dressed and while 
doing so a high explosive shell landed into the position 
killing him instantly. There is no known grave for him. While 
he was buried at the location, all forms of identification 
on the body had been removed presumably to send back 
home. A cross was erected at the site which was destroyed 
as the war progressed. He is remembered at The Ypres 
(Menin Gate) Memorial, Belgium – Panel 7.

The hot water depot established in the 
reserve 20 years ago has been transferred 
to the site next to the Palace Hotel. along, 
with the Torquay motor garage.

MAKING NEWS
100 YEARS AGO IN THE GEELONG ADVERTISER
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APRIL
BRAVE RESCUER COLLAPSES 
ON THE BEACH.

While fishing off the rocks at Torquay 
Leslie Henry Adolph, aged 20, was 
drowned and his companion, Fritz Rau, aged 19, narrowly escaped 
the same fate in a very brave attempt at rescue. 

The Torquay Improvement Association 
complained of the unsatisfactory arrangements in connection 
with the sanitary service at Torquay, Several houses having been 
unattended to for weeks. Contractor to be requested to give proper 
attention to the work.

ROAD REPAIRS
On behalf of the Bream Creek Park committee, Mr. John 
Green asked for assistance in constructing the road from 
Mrs. Harkness' across the swamp at Connewarre. Messrs. 
Stone and Siddeley were supplying the material and grading 
for 1/6 per yard. The committee had done 10 chains, and the 
contractor had offered the balance on terms. Cr. Richardson 
moved that the matter be referred to the Connewarre riding 
members with power to act.

JAN JUC

MT DUNEED

The tender of Briggs 
and Dunn of Newtown 
at £402/10/- has been 
accepted for the erection 

of the new State School.

Residents of Moriac, Paraparap and 
Jan Juc will be interested to know 
that the Country Roads Board have 
notified their intention to declare 

the road leading from Anglesea Road to Baensch’s Lane, via 
Paraparap to Moriac railway station, and thence on to the 
Barrabool Road, a main road under the Act.

GEELONG TROOPS AT SEA

While spending his holidays on the south 
coast of Kangaroo Island, Police Constable  
J.J. Mc Cabe of Adelaide, recovered on 
Sunday February 27th, a message which 
had been thrown overboard a transport by 
Geelong soldiers whose names are as follow, 
desired that the message should be sent to 
Mr. Walter Preson, Mt. Duneed PO, whom 
it has since reached: L..G. Ellis, A. Ellis, J.R. 
Palmer, H.W. Johnston, F.S.E. Stacey, H.W. 
Stacey, C.H. Gogoll, C.E.J. Batson, V.E. Hanlon, 
A.F. Monar, F.W. Allen and J. R. Cadman 
(Queensland). Following the signatures is the 
inscription, “Doing well; nobody seasick.”

MARCH
JUNE

Reuben, served in the Navy for 5 years after enlisting as 
an eighteen year old Freshwater Creek farmer. He was 
a stoker on HMAS Cerberus, Encounter, Swan, Australia, 
Anzac and Huon during the war. While in the Navy, Reuben 
studied and completed an Engineering Certificate.
The role of HMAS Encounter (a Light Cruiser) during 
Reuben’s time aboard was to protect merchant shipping 
sailing around Cape Leeuwin in Western Australia.
Reuben went on to serve on the HMAS Swan, which 
undertook anti-submarine duties in the Adriatic and 
Mediterranean Oceans. On 2 October 1918, the Swan 
took part as one of the ships used to screen the forces 
at the bombardment of Durazzo on the Albanian coast, 
carried out by combined Italian, British, French and 
American forces. Later the ship was ordered to Port Said 

to assist the Japanese naval forces escorting troopships to 
Salonica. Following the Armistice, the Swan and the French 
destroyer Bisson were chosen to carry out a mission of 
inquiry at the Cossack (anti-Bolshevik) headquarters, 
at Novocherkassk on the Don, with orders to report on 
conditions at Marioupol Taganrog and the surrounding 
country in the eastern Ukraine. The shallowness of Kertch 
Strait precluded the use of anything but shallow draught 
vessels. A sudden break through by the Bolshevik forces 
caused the abandonment of the investigation. 
His ship entered Sydney Harbour on 21 May 1919, after an 
absence of two years and nine months. Reuben retuned 
home to be based at Port Melbourne on the HMAS Torrens 
as stoker, before he was discharged from the Navy on 31 
December 1920, two years after the conflict had ceased.
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Heads and Torquay. We meet on the first Thursday of the 
months of March, May, July, September and November. 
We are hoping to get a community grant to help purchase 
a projector and screen and until then we rely on borrowed 
equipment. The slides enhance the discussions. At our 
next meeting on 5 May we will be discussing the Mount 
Duneed Post Office and concluding our discussion of the 
lost settlements of Pettavel, Clifford and Wellington. 

The land for the hall where our meetings are held was 
given to the group in about 1948 and held by trustees. 
The hall was erected by Eric J Lyons (later EJ Lyons & Sons) 
as a meeting place and for the use of the residents in the 
Barrabool Shire. The grounds were gradually developed 
by the association over time. A barbeque area and shelter 
was established and a playground built by volunteers. 
Daffodils, trees and shrubs were planted. The land and 
building was handed over to the Barrabool Shire in about 
1975 with the thought of building tennis courts and 
swimming pool in the future.

In 1995 when amalgamation and restructure of the 
councils took place, the City of Greater Geelong became 
the new owners of the hall. The council was keen to sell 
the hall in 1997. A number of residents challenged this 
decision and after a hearing it was decided to keep the 
hall. 

MOUNT DUNEED
     HISTORY GROUP

A year ago the Mount Duneed Progress Association started a 
web page to publicise their activities. Their membership had 
fallen because of a lack of contentious issues. The members who 
continued were interested in social interaction. The history page 
and the history articles on our blog showed how interested the 
visitors to the site were in the past. As so much of our history will be 
lost when the developers move in, we decided to act quickly. 

A history group was formed as a subgroup of the progress 
association. Membership of the progress association includes 
membership of the history group. The backing of the progress 
association gives the group financial stability and enables expenses 
to be kept to a minimum. We have been greatly encouraged by seven 
new members joining at the first two meetings. Members come from 
Mount Duneed, Freshwater Creek, Connewarre, Grovedale, Barwon 

Meetings held 7.30pm on 
the first Thursday of the 
month in March, May, July, 
September and November.

Mount Duneed Hall, 
40 Mount Duneed Road,
Mount Duneed

Contributed by Gwen Threlfall

Mount Duneed History
The recorded history of Mount Duneed (originally called 
Mount Direction) began when Alexander Thomson  
established a large run stretching from Geelong to Barwon 
Heads and Torquay. It is believed John Armstrong, who 
arrived in Geelong in 1839 was his partner. Armstrong took 
out a pre-emptive right to 320 acres in Mount Duneed. 
In 1854 the government surveyed land for sale. On 13th 
February 1855 The Argus and the Geelong Advertiser 
and Intellegencer advertised a sale of farms at Messrs 
Hutton and Co's auction rooms, Yarra Street, Geelong. 
The Government Gazette announced the sale, on 16th 
March, of 24 special country lots varying from 35 to 42 
acres from £1.10s to £2 per acre 'upset' price, situated in 
the parish of Duneed, between 6 ½ and 8 miles south from 
the wharf at Geelong. This land immediately surrounded 
Mount Duneed which commanded a very extensive view 
of Port Phillip Bay and Bass Straits, and was suitable for 
agricultural purposes, slightly stony in parts, very lightly 
timbered with fresh water obtainable from Duneed Creek.

The parish plan shows the original purchasers of the 
small holdings offered. Among the names listed were 
some which have been associated with our district 
through generations - Burville, Rainford, Preston, Brown, 
Williams, Radford, Stewart and Ford.

On 20 June, 1855 James Henty & Co advertised in the 
Geelong Advertiser, farms of about 40 acres each and 
about 5 miles from town to be let on lease. These were to 
be let to industrious men with families, on easy terms. 
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EVERY PICTURE
          TELLS A STORY

THE LITTLE BELL

In 1922 the Jan Juc community decided to change the name of their 
township. Wynd (1992) notes it is unclear on why there was a need 

but there are suggestions that “drunken brawls at local wine cellars had 
given the area a bad name and lowered land values. Harry Rose, who 
was trying to sell property, is said to be the instigator of the petition to 
change the name.” A competition for a new name was held, a final six 
were chosen. Joseph Gundry chaired a meeting of residents in March 
1922 where a ballot was held and the name “Bellbrae” was declared the 
winner by a large majority. The ratepayer’s petition went to Barrabool 
Shire Council and the new town Gazetted in September that same year.

The name Bellbrae was chosen in honour of John Calvert Bell, of 
“Addiscot” where he had lived for many years and ‘brae’ meaning 

“hill or hillside; slope”. The new name was the suggestion of Mrs Emma 
Bone (nee Rau).

In appreciation for the new name, John Calvert Bell who died in 1937, 
had a brooch custom made for Emma and her two sisters. This brooch 

has been handed down from Sophia Hunt (nee Rau), sister of Emma.

The little bell has the word “Brae” engraved on it.

Do you have a favourite image you 
would like to share with our readers?  
We would love to hear from you.
Email a high quality scan and 
the history behind the picture to                              
tmuseumwithoutwalls@gmail.com and 
we will publish it here.   If you don’t 
have a scanner, let us know and we will 
visit with a scanner to help you.

Contributed by Lorraine Jeffery Torquay Museum Without Walls
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